
PREFACE

WO years have passed since the last gun was fired in the
Great W ar on the Western Front and hitherto no attempt
lias been made to place before the people of Nova Scotia a 

comprehensive history of the various Military Units and Patriotic 
Organizations which won for the Province imperishable fame.

Anyone who makes an impartial investigation of Nova Scotia’s 
response to the call of duty will concede that the sturdy little 
Province by the sea achieved an enviable record. In some respects 
it surpassed the oilier Provinces of the Dominion in promoting the 
successful conclusion of the great conflict not only by the number 
of splendid troops it supplied in proportion to its population, both 
for Overseas and Home Service, but also because it had in its 
capital city, Halifax, the Naval Base of the British Empire on the 
Atlantic Coast, and from its spacious harbor sent many hundreds 
of ships Overseas laden with Canadian and Allied troops and 
received them after the Armistice when they were employed in 
returning the victors to their homes. From Nova Scotia ports, 
chiefly Halifax and Sydney, were also shipped munitions, supplies 
and equipment required by the Army in the field. The appreciation 
of the troops and their dependants on their return from Overseas 
of the welcome given them by the representatives of the citizens of 
Halifax, and the comforts and kindnesses bestowed upon them, has 
been attested by many grateful letters received from homes scat­
tered over the North American continent. The patriotic work of 
the Nova Scotia Branch of the Red Cross Society, with its country 
auxiliaries, was magnificent. All other patriotic societies and 
organizations gave equally valuable service. In fact, Nova Scotia 
played a role in the conduct of the war which will redound to her 
glory for all time. May the same sense of unity and spirit of self- 
devotion, which characterized her people during the war, be re­
tained undiminished and be used wisely in time of peace.

In giving a review of each of the Military Units which were 
mobilized or organized in Nova Scotia for service in the Great War, 
narrative has been adhered to as far as possible. Official war
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