
~l
trihuUhlc to the indillcrcncc of the ptiblio. Nowaduyii fahulotisly rich

finds in other pir.vinccs of the Dominion have allructcd wido altcnlioti,

and it is not difficult to find capital for the exploitation of prwious mineral

deposits of even (luestionahle value. Hut until now it has liecn dilVifult to

interest investors in detKMtits of base niir.erals in this Province promising

Absolutely s. fe and larije returns on money invesicil.

Even in 1908, Quelicc |>r(xluce<l but $5,49,5,664 in minerals. It can

be safely stateil, however, that during the next few years this enormously

wealthy Pn)vince will show an increase in mineral pnnluction and returns

to stockholders that will ;istound the woiM.

As this lx)ok goes to press, Queliec has 181 Comi>anics vigorously

engaged in the mining industry, in one fortn ur other, and the reader

will mark this- not one or this kntikk nlmbkr is a stock-jo b bin

u

transaction; not one is a wan cat; not one is a failure, or
unsuccessful.

In the whole history of thb minino industry of Quebec, mo
one can point to a singi.e company which has okgani-ed solely
for the i'urpose of selling stock.

These Companies are engaged in the pnxluction of Magnetic Sar.J,

Iron, Ochre, Copjier, Gold, Graj)hitc, Manganese, Aslie.stos, Mica, Phos-

phate, Feldspar, Magnesitc, Kaolin, Talc, Cement, Granite and Building

Stone.

Asbestos: The Comins Mineral.

We have spoken of Asbestos as the coming mineral. While, to-day,

it enters largely into the economj- of the world, it is, jiractically speaking,

only at the beginning of its usefulness.

Hardly a month passes without some new use being discovcrel for

Asbestos, some application for which it is especially fated and siij)erior

to anything else.

In speaking of Asbestos, we pecessarily speak of Quebec, because

the production of Asbestos in Quebec ove shadows that of the entire

world.

The history of Asbestos and its disc ery in Quebec reads like a

romance.

Just north of Lyndonville, over the Canadian border, the Boston

and Maine Railrond joins the Quebec Central, and a few miles thence

towards Quebec, following the famous Serpentine Belt, are the largest

Asbestos quarries in the world.

Ninety-eight years ago the second son of Baron Thetford, who had
fallen heir to a Crown Grant 10 miles square (where are now the famous
Asbestos mines of Black Lake and Thetford), sold back his grant of land

to the Crown for fifty f)ounds.

When Asbestos was discovered in the hill at Thetford in 1873, •<

was only a hunting and lumber camp, ^^ miles from the Grand Trunk
road.
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