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of cliura. ter arc praised ari<l eslceim-il, while suci csm-s meft
witli disfavour and excite alarm.

I had f;iien up my opposition lo tlic insane Triple .Mliance

policy, as 1 realised that it was useless, and that my warn-
ings were attributed to " Austrophobia," to my idee fixe. In

politics, which are jicither acrobatics nor a game, but the

main business of the firm, there is no " phil " or " phobe,"

but only the interest of the community. A policy, how-
ever, that is based only on .\ustrians, Magyars, and lurks

must come into conflict with Russia, and hnally hail to a

catastrophe.

In spite of former mistakes, all might still have been put

right in July, 1914. An agreement with England had been

arrived at. We ought to have sent a representative to

Petrograd who was at least of average political capacity,

and to have convinced Russia that we wisheil neither

to control the straits nor to strangle Serliia. " l.dehez

I'Autriche et nous Idch'erons Us Fraufiiis " (" Drop /\ustria

and we will drop the French"), M. Sazonow said to

us. And M. tambon told Herr von Jagow, " Vous n'avez pas
besoin de sutvre i'Autriche piirtuut " (" You need not follow

Austria everywhere").

We wanted neither wars nor alliances ; we wanted only

treaties that would safeguard us and others, and secure our

economic development, which was without its like in history.

If Russia had been freed in the West, she could again turn to

the East, and the Anglo-Russian rivalry would have been re-

established automatically and without our intervention, and
not less certainly also the Russo-Japanese.

We could also have considered the question of the reduction

of armaments, and need no longer have troubled ourselves about

Austriah complications. Then Austria would have become
the vassal of the German Empire, without any alliance and
especially without our seeking her good graces, a proceeding
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