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DanYoung: A woman and her ministry
Church has to come to terms 
with. I'm not going to deny an 
essential part of who I am. noram 
I going to diminish the relation­
ship I'm in by hiding. . . I don't 
envision a place within congrega­
tional ministry, where I'm actu­
ally serving a church and living 
in their house. At the same time, I 
very much want to stay a part of 
the Church and be active in some 
sort of ministry. They will have 
to. in some way, acknowledge me 
and make a place.

TWIO: The truth is, too. that 
you've actually been empowered 
in a very special way. I mean, you 
can extend counsel to many peo­
ple in a way that your opposition 
cannot, indeed, would not. 
Young: Yes, people identify with 
what I'm going through, either 
in coming to terms with being 
gay or lesbian, or with being so in 
the Church. I'm finding it ver' 
refreshing (to) have an opportun­
ity now to speak with people who 
are struggling themselves. We 
can share together in that. 
TWIO: Whether one struggles 
with coming-out, or with simply 
trying to lead a peaceful and an 
honest life, being lesbian or gay, 
in this world, is not easy. . . he 
understated. What can you say to 
lesbians or to gays who just want 
to live life, people who don’t 
want to be either actors or 
activists?
Young: I think the most impor­
tant thing is to come to terms 
with who you are and to realize 
that being gay or lesbian is a good 
thing. Being comfortable with 
your sexuality, liking yourself, 
indeed, being proud of who you 
are becoming — these are the 
means by which you can interact 
with others, you can have rela­
tionship. you can enjoy life.

polish. dally, was not a right person; I was a 
sinner. . . It is important for a 
person to own who they are sexu­
ally, in order to stand before God 
spiritually. It was a long process 
of working this out. There really 
isn’t a tension there now, the two 
are quite together. It is workable: 
you can be a Christian and les­
bian or gay.
TWIO: It’s problematic being a

Christian now anyway, most par­
ticularly because of various, 
right-wing dogmas. Did you have 
to deconstruct late twentieth- 
century Christianity to make it 
work? Have you ac hieved a novel 
and an honest interpretation of 
spirituality and scripture? 
Young: What I had to do was to 
go back specifically and look at 
those passages that, for so long, 
the Church has interpreted as 
being anti-homosexual. When 
you really look at (those pas­
sages), look at the context in 
which they were written, and 
then look at the life of Jesus 
Christ, you see that there is an 
anomal ly between what the 
Church is saying and the reality 
of what I am experiencing as a 
lesbian person.

As I got behind the text and as I 
looked at the context, (there) was 
an awakening for me as to what 
the scripture was really saying. It 
allowed me to stand in a different 
{dace. Most people do take a very 
literal and fundamental view of 
the Bible. I don’t approach it that 
wav.

TWIO: The confrontation 
between the Maritime Conference 
of the United Church and you 
derives from the dogma which 
disallows sexual promiscuity, as 
well as gay or lesbian ministers.

How can your faith florish in a 
context which rejec ts your spirit­
uality because of sexual issues 
which are so separate from your 
committment to a “calling”? 
Young: I take great comfort from 
our national church body whic h 
is saying that gays and lesbians 
have been discriminated against.

They want us to look at what has 
happened, over time, in the 
Church. They are calling for a 
confession to the gay and lesbian 
community, as a whole confes­
sion of the oppression the Churc h 
has participated in.

I see, tex), that there is a place 
for a lesbian person who is in 
relationship. In looking at what 
the nature of “committed rela­
tionship” is, I’ve realized that 
relationship doesn’t necessarily 
mean that you have to be married, 
in the formal sense. What “mar­
riage” is about is the mutuality 
deriving from coming together, 
being honest, being faithful to 
one another. The (personal) rela­
tionship I’m in is very much like 
the marriage of a heterosexual 
couple.

TWIO: Ideally, there is mutual 
support and respect flowing 
between the Church and the pas­
tor. In coming-out and in speak­
ing out, the notoriety which has 
accrued to you has challenged 
this mutualism. Does life as an 
icon complicate your already 
complicated life?
Young: Well, I think it is quite 
difficult. Maritime Conference is 
quite small so, wherever I go, I’m 
known to be the person who 
came-out publicly and that’s pro­
blematic. When I made the state­
ment I did to the press, I know 
notoriety would be the price. But 
it’s one that I’m prepared to live 
with and I think it’s one that the

The Word is Out is a weekly 
radio show heard on CKDU 97.5 
FM each Monday night, at 
5:45pm. It’s a fifteen-minute gem 
of an opportunity to address 
issues of concern to gays and les­
bians. Each Sunday afternoon, 
from 1:00 to 4:00, a cabal of mog­
uls and voice-boxes (and Lady 
Fortune, who’s a lesbian, you 
know) interview, edit and bur­
nish this singular gem of the 
Atlantic airwaves to a high

If you like the sound of yout 
own voice/vice. The Word is Out 
is for you! If desire and radio go 
hand-in-hand in your weird 
world, join us on the fourth-floor 
offices of CKDU (Dal SUB) next 
Sunday. Under the jaundiced eye 
of wizened veterans, you, like the 
show itself, will be transformed 
from mere costume jewelry to a 
thing of great beauty.

To give you an idea of what 
we’re into, the following is a 
transcript of a Word is Out inter­
view with Darlene Young. Dar­
lene is an ordained minister of the 
United Church. Last summer, 
after completing a two-year term 
as pastor of a Saint John, N.B. 
parish, Darlene "cameout” to the 
media. Controversy ensued. Dar­
lene is currently enrolled in the 
Master of Theology degree at the 
Atlantic School of Theology. 
Word is Out: Your spirituality 
and your sexuality are equally 
essential components of who you

are. What tension exists within 
you, between Darlene, the Chris- 
ian and Darlene, the lesbian? 
Darlene Young. There really is 
no tension now. In working 
through who I am, I have found a 
way, as a spiritual person and as a 
lesbian, to connect these two and 
have them, in a sense, in harmony 
— my theology has come in line 
with who I am. But for a great 
period of time, there was a diffi­
culty with everything the Church 
taught me about gays and lesbi­
ans. I had this faith and yet, I was 
being told that who I was essen-
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DSU ELECTIONS ’89DG
Anyone interested in campaign­
ing for either side of the 
ATHLETIC FEE REFERENDUM 
please contact Wayne Aspinall 
in the DSU Council Offices,
Rm 222 of the SUB, or call 
424-2146.

The Student Life: Long on learning, short on money. Chase & 
Sanborn understands what the student life is all about. That’s 
why we’re happy to offer you this valuable $1.00 coupon. Take 
it with you next time you go shopping. You’ll save $1.00 on 
your purchase of Chase & Sanborn coffee. This will leave more 
money in your pocket for other important student necessities. 
Who says economics is a difficult subject?

Chase & Sanborn: A Good Cup of Coffee at a Good Price!!

“We must celebrate even small victories in 
order to strengthen ourselves for the rest of 
the long slow walk to full equality”

Celebrate
International Women’s Day 

March 8,1989
Join us at our 
OPEN HOUSE

on Wednesday, March 8, 1989 
from 5:00 - 7:30 p.m. or drop in during the week.

REDEEMABLE ONLY AT:

Save $1.00 offer expires
May 20,1989 Nova Scotia

TO THE RETAILER: General Foods Inc 
will redeem this coupon for the face value 
plus our current specified rate for handling 
provided you receive it from your customer 
according to the terms of the coupon 
offer Any other application constitutes 
fraud Failure to provide, on request, 
evidence satisfactory to General Foods 
Inc that you have complied with such 
terms will void coupon All coupons 
submitted for redemption become the 
property of General Foods Inc For 
redemption mail to General Foods Inc . 
PO Box 3000. Saint John. N.B. E2L4L3

"Reg d Trademark of General Foods Inc

Advisory Council on 
the Status of Women
Suite 207, Purdy’s Wharf,
1959 Upper Water Street 
Halifax, N.S. Phone: (902) 424-8662

mon the purchase of Chase & Sanborn* 
ground coffee 
or Chase & Sanborn* 
instant coffee 
with this 
coupon.
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