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A Chaplain's Lxperiences

Our Chafflain, for whorn we ail eutertîa a higi regard andi
respect, visited us iii our eclitorial "deca" a dlay or so ago, and hiav-
iiig offered us a smnoke, proceeded to liglit up Iini-iseif atnd to regate
us wvitt a few of bis experieitces iu the days \vlien lie was a voung
andi bashfnl parson. XVe venture, with apologies~ to int, to try to
recail two or tht ee of thein for the henielit of our reaciers.

\Xhen very yonug and newvly ordaineci, lie \vas dîrected b)'v bis
Bishop, flic late înost Rev. Johin Medly, Bishiop of Frederickton, lu
read the second tesson in flic Cathiedral at a crowded evcniug Fer-
vice. Thle Chaplain describes his excessive niervousiîess in graphie
ternis ! The tesson xvas otte of thec longest ehapters iii the "Acîs,.''
He liad difficulty in hiolding îirnself together-so intense Nvas his
nervousuess :bnt by great effort hce lielci bis vay t brough li te
lengttîy narrative uîitil he c-aine to the accounit of St Peter's visit to
Lydda and lus healing of IEneas, a sick ian therc. At that point
lie had to turn the page, and iii his nervousaiess turned Iwo pages
istead of onie, andi to bis hiorror fomid Cornelius te devout Roman
Centurian seeinig a vision, antd iii cottýequcncc sctîdiug foir St. Peler.
The young parson quitkly (ljscovered lus ini',takze, but lus presence
of mmid forsook Iimi and lie conld itot turn back but read straighît
on to the bitter end, 48 additional verses, no less!

In the vestry after the service, the J3isliop camne nip to hiati tookilig
very stemî and said Mr. H., lîow (li(I Noun male sncb a ho(rrible
utistake, you lcft AEneas sick antd wvent oit to read about Coniutes,
\Vhat in the wvorld becanme of AEneas ? " Canton Roberts a noteci
punster of his day, wlto xvas stantding by saved lthe situation hy
exclaimiîng :"Oit, îny Lord, A ny ass (Aneas) \vould ktto\v.''

Ainother experietîce of the Cltaplaiti's \vas whien coiidiicting a
funerat setrvice. When stantding aronnid the grave, wilh the lxxiv
ready to lie lowered, te young parson was perturbe([ h' 11earing ý
dispute bet\veen the undertaker and lthe cliief itourner, iii wlîiet
the latter said :I tell you sir, tînt the Reuuaîiiu before he dîed
requested duat lie be laid wittî bis feet toxvards lthe wvest."

Later, \vhen Rector of Harcourt, a large counîtry mission iii Newx
Brunswick, lie drove up oIie cool Septeniber eveinig to the liouse
of one of his parishioners, a fariner, namned Piniias Beers, xvbose
striking charcteristics physically xvas his giganitie sizc, and lus
enormous mop of hair wîclî xvas tuever eut. fThe following
dialogue eîîsued :" Good evening Mr. Beers." "Good evening
Parson." " It's a cool evening Mr. Beers."" It do feet kittd of
cool." " Yon've had your liair eut Mr. Beers." " Ves sir, 1 hem"
" "Aren't you afraid of catching cold ? " Weit, it do feel pretv
chilly like." " 1*11 tell you what to do, Mr. Beers, to avoid
catching a coid,-Nvash your head ini the coldest water you can
find." To wbich Mr. Beers reptied : " Wash my hcad, parson!
I hain't wvashed mv heaci for for/v vcear."


