
CANA DIAN COURIER

A FOOLISH NATIONAL FEAR
iot know how it affects yotû, but I arn growing terribly tiredi
earin'g our fellows talk autonomny every time any one sug-
s that we might possibly do a littie more for Imperial

Our autonomy is -in no dlanger. No one in the world is
Sit or challengiing it or trying to restrict it. It is sixty years

i British Government thought that it could govern Canada
1he full and free contsent of the go*eried. Canadian aut'onomy
a dead issue ever since the elections Of I84&-and there areé
of us who can recall going to the poils on that occasion. Mýy
ier went; and he voted for Baldwin and autonomy. And
n he felt that he was not voting se, much against BritiAh
ice as against the Canadian Family Compact. Now if ithe
iadas-a struggling fringe of settlement along the St. Law-
1 the Lakes-cou!d secuire its autohomny and get full recog-

the subjeet when the
defence of the Empire

~ct: "'I arn deJh!-hted to

by >-which- our contributions can'march together. Cooperation is the
secret-"

"But," wve b'reak in at this point, "we must most carefuilly guard
ourý local autonomy-"

S"Certainly," agrees the -British statesman. in surprise. "Wle should
flot dreamn of interfering with that. We awaited your initiative before
we mentioned the possibility of a contribttýion from you at al, Stili
it will be necessary for us each to know what the other intends to
do if we mecan to make the most effective use of the efforts of both;
and hience we must consider-"

"It must be distinctly u-ndersto)od," we again remnark withi a dlefianit
expression, "that our autonomy must be recognised ai;d protected to
the full, Canada mnust reserve for herself the entire decision of what
she will do, how she will do it -and w'hen she will do it. The subject
of autonomy is one which lies very near to the hearts of ýour peope-"

"Quite s9," observes the British statesman in.to bis beard. "I
quite uinderstand. 1 fancy that under the. circumstances 1 had better
go and prepare a littie essay on the maintenance of the Magna
Charta. We are obviousIy flot going to talk.business to-day."

S URELY Can~ada might take it for granted that her autonomy i
safe. Surely it is obvious that Britain could not now take fromi

us our au'tonomy even if she desired tn do so. If the Canadian Parlia-
ment were to reject any proposaI made te it by the British Govern-
ment, the British Governiment would neyer be insane eniough to think

penclence ot the Unitedl -tates; and wIiu
Americans if, on some occasion when
Governments sat down to concert a coil
the defence of the interests of both, our ne~


