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Genial andi Alert, at go, After a Corner-stont Laying in London. At 92, Receiving Premier Borden at Paddington Station, JUly 4, 1912.

sitould occupy a higlier post titantlie Prime Minister,
and only one degree lower blian that of Governor-
General, iwlicli ho was urged to consider taklng,
but ref.used lb.' When ho went fromLabrado>r te the
Northiwe5t,,lie liad no idea of sucit development. lie
went to become a trader rwitb tlie Hudson Bay Co.

Because he traded profita!bly and had a remark-
a.ble skill n anaging Indians çby bis physical -feate
of endurance and -greet sbrengt.l of obaracter, he
mande ls -way Up lu blie service of blie oonfy,
whicli te him was tlie witole practical. geniue of
cillzatlon. No Jesuit ever slavedl harder for his
order. Donald A. Smitb, tireless, absobutely Inde-
pendent of ail except "H1. B. C.," bis mette, wae
btnown wherever "Pro pelle cutem'" was tlie law.
He mes feareel and loved, becaus-e ho was thte uni-
oOMPrOB1u8s1ng exebodIient of tite benevolelit
desp)otdem of the great company. lie had ne ambi-
tions bisgger thoan tite coxnpany witicb lied planted
him down lu the wilderness Vo work ont bis owni
salvation. Wherever lie handled beaver sbcins, or
drove dfge or bunked Inluis H. 8. C. four-point
ble.nkets, or, balked Cree 111e,,a native, or governed
hie braders and factors from posb to post, lie
subordineted Donald A. Smith to the great despotic
system that reaohed from the ea-stertnosbt peak of
Labrador te tlie nor-westerly ed-ge of Hersoheil
Island at tlie rmoutit of the Mackenzie. Trader, chief
brader, factor, ohief f-aetor-finlally Governor wlrth
offices at Monîbreal, lie bocame te heud of an em-
pire wltitln au empire, of a territo.ry vaster titan,
clv'ized Canada. Iu lis own r1ghit as head of titis
empire lie wes effectively if not off icially the equel
0f a.ny governor of Canada. He lied more reel
power tlian the representative of royalty lu tbis
country. 'But up tibl 1867 the power of Donald A.
Smitli, absolube and pereonal as lt was lu Rupert's
Land, was recognized by te Goverumeut 0f süch
Canada as thora was. before Confederat4oli, only be-
cause ho was the uncompromislflg representatlve
of a great benevolent trading and feudal system.

T HiE end of te great feu.daIlla was ce«uiug.
Donald A. Smith must have sec-n I-t. Canada
was oulgroywig tb-e feudai stage. The needs of

a consolidated citain of Provinces and territorie& as
yet unllnkýed by a ralbway were greeter then te
syste-m of Rupert's Land.

Tite British North Anierie Aet provlded for bte
union of ail the provinces and the purDitase of
RIipert's Liand 'from the coinpany of rwlicit Donald
A. Smith was thte bead. IV brouiglt toe o lose bMs
active life as te uncrowuod king of Rup)ert' Land,
witeu no oue as yet 'dreemed 'wit Us rugged,,domina-
,tig genius weuld -yeV acieve as a'Canadian.

ýOne pitograph at -thte Itoad of titis article ehows
Donald A. Smitb mast about as lie was rwhten Con-
fed-eraton took away, hie governorship, of Rupert's
Land. But -te Cenedian Goverztment found e
need for this uncouquorable genlus almost te
moment ho, was removed from hls post. Donald A.
Smit hed corne to te end of one ýgreat epocit Iu
his career, 'wheu tte newspaper editors, knew as
mach about him as tbey dld about Santa <la4ifi'or
thte greant god Thoer. TUe begen anotitr career, al-
ntost radioally differeut; a career mucli more spec-
tacunlar, thougit fur less myster-lous, titan his service
iu the great f-eudal systemt. The. domain of whleh
lie -lid been bte over-lot'd ha -bts troubhles assimila-
ting wlth thVe new Dominion of Canada. Thte itsX-
-breede&, btever te absolute flefs of te company, but
part Preeitoyldprs; and p&rt hinifars, -were dlstnrbed
lu teir land-holings. Louis Riel, te agitator, was

Getting Into His Hansomt at the High Commissioner's
Offices to Drive to Buckinghtam Palace.

amolng them. IV waus necassary te find a etrong man
who knew.ý Donald A. Smith was the iman. lu 1869
ite was, made Dominion CommIssion-er te .Iiquire,
luto the causes and conditions Ff. thbe first hal!-
breed Reibellion, whIcit broke out in 1870. liere le
te Commissloner's firet lebter:

liudsoula Bey Conipany's Office,

Montreal, 24tit Nov., 1869.

Thte Honourable thte Secretary of

StaVe for Canada.

hi,- ave to-day received, f rom the
Hutdeou's Bay House, Loudon, an extreet kf
a batter f rom. Governor Macteait,- dated
Fort Gutrry, 12Vb Oc-tober, and have now te
honeur, of trnslbIng 'IV te you. In dolnig
se, 1 i directed by Vte Governor and cern-
mitbee te ,saae thet tite Comupany are- nxieus
te afford ail tite assistance lu their power ln
lnduelng te Red lv poete ~lcw lte
surveys te be, procleeded w4tit, and to use
titeir, influence in any oblier mannerI, wlt
te vlew oî auslig bbe autitorktles of Rted
River te: make'bteir arrangérnts for the
goyerument cf te country.

-And la view. cf tite mûre serious aspect
wih affaIrs. t Red River have reoenily,
asumed, I beg.furtiter, on beitaif of the oom-
pany,' Vo offer thie assurance titat teir
Governor, faeors and offlcer» generally, will
use titeir Influence and ibeet efforts to restore
and mainitain order blirougliut te Verrlitory.

DONALD 4). SMITH.

Durling te Rebellion Donald A.- Smnit vas a
prisonor of -Rtel for two montbe.- Witen 1V was over
lie mnade hie first entry into pollUies, memiber for

Winnipeg and St. John In the FIrst Manitoba Legis-
ature. In 1876 lie entered t'he Huse of Commons
at Ottawa. lie re.mained in Pariamenit until th&e
en~d ef the Conservative administration, member for
West Montreal.

~Meauwhile the thi-rd epoohl n his 11f e was magnifi-
cently enacted-hIs dramatic connection w1th the,.
building of the C. P. R., associated wlt.h bis cousin,
George Stephien. He was then a wealthy mnan; not.
by fur trading -or poli-tics, but iby a grand, spectacular-
speculation in the St. Paul and Pacific, wbich, witbk
James J. Hill1, George Stephen and R. B. Angus, he-
got for a sang a.nd ef t witli $8,000,000 to the good,
That fortune, assoclated with George Steplien's ownL
clean-up from te St. Paul and Pacific, was pledgedi
by the syndioaite which finally bulIt the C. ýP. R. The,
last spike was drîven ut Craigedlachie, In 1885, by
Donald A. Smithi, thoen 65 years of age.

F'ROM the end of the C.P.R. construction until 1896;
fSir Donald Smith remained In Parliament. In,

1896 lie was made Higli Commissioner for Can-
ada, succeeding Sir Chiarles Tupper, wlio returned to.
oppose Sir Wilfrid Laurier in tlie elections of 1896_
In 1897, et te Diamond Jubllee, lie was created
Baron Strathcona andMount Royal. He had already
been ton years presideut 0f the la.nk 0f Montreak
blirougli bis connection with thie building of thet
C. P. R. In 1905, ut the ago of 85, lie beoame,
lionorary president. Hle was now nlot thie accuinu-
lator of fortunes and of poitilcal lionours, but th-
muniflce.nt apender of moutes for the good of the
public, Hie was made Chancellor of McGill Uni-
versity and the UniveTsity of .Aberdeen. Hie was ne.-
scitolar, thougit lie lied mastered the art of thte
Klng's English ln pulilc speejking, and was able tt-
attend te hie opponents on the fiot of tite House
as well as -ever lie dld doga aend Indians [n Rupert'a
Land. Hie was a multl-rnlllionaire wno liad speut a.
large fortune ln the cause of educatIoný, a million or
It for MoGill lu hie own home city. His capacity of-
meakiqag mouey af Ver lie got well swung avway to it-
muet have astounded te directors of the Hudson,
Bey Company' Hie munificence~ lu spendiug ib ,waa-
equally reakbeis six or seven palatial, liomes.
migbit well hiave been bie envy of . ings. His.
patriotlc Venture ini sending et his owu oxpense tite,
Sttrathcona Herse to t.he Boer War, ln 1900, wes a,
splendid coup possible onty tg a patriot cf big ideas,.
ninci mouiey and soîne Imagination. His Bigli Coi-
mtssl.oneEPh4p ln London waa part ef bte great apec-
taobe of Empiýre, fer le linew the Nasoopios andi
tlie Crees a.nd, te- Lochieux even better than ho knew
'the cliquette of te lieuse of Lords, of wbict lie-
-was 0, m>at picturesque enid maguiceont meniber.
Hie regime I that office was largely personal. He-
hiad no particeular syatem. lie ïwas-trathcoua.
EKIghty and over, nlnety and more, going and cumln4g
l1, bis, hanscm f romoffilce to palace and the House'
of Ljords; te clubs aind banquets and corner-stoue-
laygYe; r'ecelvInig lords -and ladies and entertalning.
over-soas representabIves lu Gravon o; Square; effry-
bittle wblle crossimg te Atlantic to Canada, no»
more sf raid of sea-siekuiess titan ever lie haed been,
cf a traiI-he -wu sliways the tremendous, umeon-
querable Donald A. Smith, who nover lcnew how Vo-
let go. lie dIed almost ut lis desit. A few mnitnh-
agoý he was lu Canada lvi Lord ïHaldane. Hie q)rob-
ably exipected to corne agaIn.
'An'd titis ccuntry vrili nover *have anotier waôh-

a Canadien as Donald A- Smith, because therel la-
tlow -no longer- any - eed for titat kind -of man.


