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It vas unfortunate that Tim Carson'
should fumble one of his roserve carda
at that moment. The card flutterod to
the floor. With a quick movement the
sharper tried te cover it with hie foot,
but it evaded him. The situation was
flot yet Iost, however-or would not have
been, Lad not the child pounced upon
the card and restored it face upwards
toi the table.

One of the young esaterners rose to lis
foot, an oath of aecusation on bis lips,
With the eyes of a panther Carson stared
at the child, thon ho snatched the re-
volver freai hie bolator.

Somoone shoutecl -'ýStop him!1 Save the
kld!" A womnan ecreamed, and darted
forward toelutch the boy, but tee late.
Wiîth a mevement quick as the strike
cf a rattîcanake Carson struck the littie
fellow lu the fae vwith bis revolver-
sent hlm spinning tý the -floor mu a way

The. old-fasbioncd fe"r boat.

notty,
e had
rth of

she

aible

~but
nt to

edian

te a

i the
ni In
»oast
nieu,
id.
ina-.
tlett

was
e

,self.
suIlie.

te
fiers
L'hat
Mlle,
jest

bain,
hbu

ithat made men cover their oye.sud turc:
aside.

SShal Morris had already seen enough
te make hlm sick. lie vas a maxi cf
hasty mood% ansd hadl made more than
one bad enerny through the premptness
cf Ia actions. Next moment ho Lad Car-
sou by the throat, heedless ofthe fusil-
adeocf bleve showered upon bis face and
head.

Someone was picking up the child and
carrying hlm away. Carson'a revolver
lattered. te the floor, bis body became

limp. Shal Morris Lurled hlm baek-
wards among the tables, .lunan instant
Carson vas at his foot agaln-stooping
te regainuhLis veaponý Shal kieked- it
aside. Carson vas upon hlm like a
tiger.-

They say that Shal Morris bit the man
once, and that ho vent dowu like a
troc.

Rad Tim Carson been lu a normal
state cf Lealth ho veuld have corne
round lu five minutes, net much the
verse, but bis constitution was under-
mined by years cf dissipation and beavy
drinking. Shal enquired about the kid,
and vas told that the woman bad taken
hlm. Several vomen vero stooping cver
Carsen; the two easterners vere taking
their losings frombis boIt.

Presently the bar tender touched Shal
on the arm. "You'd Lest get eut e'
this, eonny,"'yhe whispered. '"You've
finiahed hlm, and the sheriff don't allow
uis quarter at this establishiment. -1t's a
life for a life every time. Anyway, I
reekon you ain't known, aud you stand
a chance of pulling eut"

Ten minutes later 61al vas riding
along the trail towards Lis home at
Tamarac Cape. Daylight found him at
Wolf Ford. Fie crossed the river and
ascended the trail towardsý a wooden
shanty on the breeze-swept siope.

A voung girl was chopping flréewood be-
hind the hut. Shal dismouiit.J. and
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In the Grip. of the Law
by Hl. Mortimeor Batten.

t'RE woret camp in the West!1 Such
vas the reputation Outlaw City

-had won for itaeif, and Borwick's
.ognized the vorat saloon ln the
ý_- littie inferno vhich the iren
'd'the Isw strovo in vmôit toquench.
tr Shal Morris went -te Berwick's
alght ho oeuld net have told you.

iM-a yeung mnan, grey-eyod and of
ifl bwvld, and though, as far as
î'as. concorned thore vas uothing

pdnelh hlm, ho vas obvioualy ne;t
f tii gathoring ho fouud thora
*Ôn of tho plains Shal vited the
jidom. The glaro and glamor ap-
g.'to him. Ho vont front saloon te
%,. from one don to another, and
10=4 hiaiself at Bervick?'s.
ý saloon and the dancing hall ho-
, from which issued the raueous
üs of a. gramophone, were erowded..1
fr va foui vith tobacco amoke, and 1

the fMmes cf strong liquor. Thero vas
but one man Shal recognized as ho
glaned round the tables-Tim Carson,
the. sharper.e

Cars>n vas playing with two men, evi-
detly fron the east. They vere buyingtheïr expe rience dearly. That Carson
W'acheating was obvious te evcryone ex-
eePtthose wth whom ho played. Held
in Position undor the table by meaus of a
Crak lu the boards, vere three carde,
fron which ho drew as it happened te
suit bis purpose.

NO one lnterfered. Shal watched the
Pâle for a time, as ho watched the other
mcnes areund hlm. Ha draincd bis glass
ad vWas about to lbave the place vhen
Le, saw, standing by one of the tables,
la incongruous littie figure.

Shal rubbed bis eyez and looked again.
There; lu the mnidst of thie scene of vice
And debauchery, v as mi chld-a fair-
Laired, bright-eyed boy, of penbaps five.
i spite of hie neglected clothing the
ÎoUmite bore some evidence cf decent
Oreedig, for his features were strikingly
r0fIned lu contrast te those cf the men

la omen about hlm.
"Wh's the kiddy ?" asked Shal, turn.-igto the bar tender.
The latter shook hbis head gravely.

"TMCarson's youngster," 'ho replied,
Indicating the' card sharper. "Nice life,o dcnt kid like that, eh ? Hia
Inother was a lady front Flerida. She
lnarnied Tim when ho vas decent.
Liter he began to go the piace, and 1
fancy it tinih her. Anyway, Tim was
left a «%içdower witL the kiddy. Fie takes
lufli the round each niglit. The boys
lre deu ent enough about it, but-It's
a ail-tirel ahaa."

~vdn~ theo'boy teck after hie
flithr. ilcontemplated, for there was

little 02'frn Carson stamp about him,
ad at t-, Moment the child strode to-
wardg t table at which hie father was
playini,


