
ON PACKET AND'TELEGRAPHIO CONTRICTS.

General with 4the_éarriage of a map bag, as is frequently done in the caeof
privalte ships starting at times convenient aor the Post Qffice.

About that time, a contract made by the- Government of Newfôundland,
subject to- the'approval of the Horme-Government, for a postal service betwëen
that elóny a~nd Great Britain, on the oie hand, and- the United States on the
other,hail fallen thrôugh, from that approval being withheld in consequencéeof
a Report 6v the Admiralty as to the insufi ciency of the vessels proposedto be
emp1oyed. 7 On this a negotiation was opened by Mn.-Leer's Compaùy'-with the
Newfoundland Government, under the sanction- of the eBonie Government, for
a contract fôr the sarbe'service, but making Galway the porton this side -the
Atlantic,,instead of Liverppol, the port contemplated in- the disallbwed, contract
Tiiis nego'tiation was successful, and à côiiàét få ä nontaljservicé, at a
yearly subsidy of 1~,000 2,was entéred into by the conphnyj -.*ith the Colonial
Governmeut, and (1st December 18à5à)approved of for one year by the'Homè
Government, who were to contribute a portion of the stibsidy., The first vessel
under this éontract sailed fohi Galway on the 11th laniuary 1859

During-the saine autumn, and whIle the negotiations as toi this- Newfound-
land contract were going on, the same parties had set on foot another and
more extended scheme of packet service, between Galway and America, by
fortnightly voyages, to, be conducted by a joint stock company proposed to be
instituted with greatly augmented capital, and large and swift vessels, whi hi,
in addition to their other objects, might take messages to be delivered at St.
John's, Newfoundland, and thence tiansmitted, by telegraph, to different parts
of America, affording the means, as was anticipated, of: possibly communicating
between London and Washington in six days.

This scheme excited considerable interest, especially in Ireland, and severàl
deputations in the course of the autumn of 1858 waited on the First Lord,
and on the Secretary, of the Treasury, urging thé importance of its being
encouraged by Government; while numerous memorials were presented from
Chambers of Commerce, and other public bodies, setting forth their sense of
the advantuges which it would confpr on -the trade of the country.,

In consequence of the publication of reports 'of interviews on the part of
such deputations with members of the Government, Mr. Ininan, the manager
of the Liverpool and New York Steam Packet Company, already mentioned,
wrote to the Secretary of, the Treasury, of date 15th October, remonstrating
against any mail grant to the Lever Company, as having no ground of pre-
ference to theirs,,which had been established for eight years, and had more than
once offered to carry Her Majesty's mail free, for orean postage,'and concluding
thus: ,l If any mailgrant is tobe given between Galway and any other port
'I beg to submit it ought to be put up to public, competition."

In a second. letter, of date 25th October, -addressed tò the Lords of the
Treasury, the coin pany set forth moYe fully their claims, and the capacity of the
vessels thenu.possessed, by theml; and, their trust. "l that your Lordsh'ps will
" take their case into co>nsideration, and wiii see;thatinïaany extension of postal
'service, this company have a prior caim to any other.steam company, and

"they trust they will be allowed to tender accordingly.",''
1n reply to these comniunications, the' follwing letter, dated 9th November,

was addressed by Sir Charles Tràvelyaii to Mr. Iiiman " arn desired by the
"Lords Couunissioners of HerM"esy's Tè' y d inform you, irply to thi

letter addressed 'b yoùV to eif Iardoù 6 f'Eifthe hiè 1pol, Ne Yrk
"anutPhiladelphia Steam Ship. ompanye,äthats when, a new postahksei' isabout be established é è yoerm.n ,it tÏhe prctie irord-

ihipt nite teiders public aderdeerets, ther? a oå
parties the opportunity of ýcompeting for such services, provided they co i'on
to the required conditions."
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