
CANADIAN HOME JOURNAL

1 THE PUBLIC SCHOOL AUTOCRAT1
An Answer to "Public School Teachers Versus Mothers"

By ISABEL BEATON GRAHAM
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NHOME charge laid, "tihe silence"' and inaction of the teacher
'Public under -the public censure and criticisrn of the

pears a mother." During a period covering over three de-
ýrein býer cades of iniscellancous rcading, neyer, with one
motiher. exception, did there cross iny ath a press com-
the fol- plaint made hy a niother. During the saine period
niother every such. reader must have seen in newspaper,

nece the magazine ànd journal, and heard in and ont of
he aver- teachers' convention, numberless papers treating up-
ed and on the mnothers' infirmities of temaper and reason
ýsusnably, -lier fnits commissive anid omissive, "twice told
exerts a tales," alwayrs reported b5' the teadier.

ghe lives Pity ît is if these prime forces, mother and
vould be teaolrer, are at variance, as ît mearis loss to both,
3a step- and worse. means inevitable and irretrici'able loss
haaitaric to Johnny. But are these forces rea>ly at variance,
uestionfs anid if so, wWy?
indiff er- Antiquity sustains the adage: "Teachers are born,
ini ler flot made." iBecause enoughi teachers are flot

article "born," many have to be "mzade"; hence many iin-
"blushed perfect onles; hence difficulty in adjtistment to either
tion she perfect or imperfect mothers; hence Johnny's im-
of coni- perilled predizarnent
rthy mo- The "born» teacher 'knows that the school was
osure of made for Johswy, not for Johnny's inother, nor for
iet con- Johnny's teadier. Both the school and the teacher
me pub- are bought with the mother's ruoney, and Johnny
ýriously.» also is lier property. It woulâ seerni hen that when
equence, the teaclier and johuny cannot, "Like birds in their
to be a littie nest agree," that the teacher wouild do wisely
'actually "to fold hier tent like the Arabs and siently steal
rshot) ini away"' to another school in a f ar country. Should
ouraged the 4eacher still fimd lierseif unreconciled and irre-
penîngs. ooncilable to the motihers ad the Jolinnies there,
duct of and liaving aIso tried edsewhere, she cari then
1teacher auite reasonabuiv rest assured tlat she is one of

Ah, well! Let us hope
,for hirm. Mothers mnay
chool boards. Meautimne
Ity, ýand his tuother stand

,hat of the teacher? She
imes, iliogical often.
ýr toiled minutely hroughI
Sbete noir of the frater-
ýning morning class ber
xillinig tae ceasing each

img tbiti
Anoi

ed the
strect.


