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street, and other notable edifices, are monuments to the thor-

oughness and honesty of his work. A contest between such

men may truly bc called a battît of Titans, and the great

regret is that both of two such m.en cannoe be returned to

Parliament.
Tht approaching mlayoralt>' contest promises to bc, of a

more than usuall>' exciting character. "Jimmly" Cochrane,

as he ils familiarly called, erstwhile knight of the telegraphic
ke>', and more lately a successful contractor, who now fills

the civic chair, bas announced himself as a candidate for an-

other term. Ht surprised a good man>' people by getting

elected in tht first place, and can hardi>' be called a mnodel

Mayor for such a eity as Montreal, wbile his Connecticun with

the Sicil>' Asphaltum Paving Co., which had large contracts

with tht Cit' has been the occasion of uneas>' comment. Thte

candidate most acceptable to tht business communty is

Alderman Hormisdas Laporte, head of the large wholesile

grocer>' house of Laporte, Martin & Co., who, as an 2Ider

man, and latterly as chairman of tht FinanceCortte

has strved tht cit>' faithfully and weli. Ht has proved him-

self to be utterl>' opposed to, alI boodling schetes, and hai

the~ entire support o! tht rcformn element in the couniL

A third candidate, in the person of Ü. H1. Dandurand, a real

estate agent, is in tht field, and is said ta have a certain

following, while in somne quarters jr is claiîned tîtat it is tht

tu rn of an Ilrish Catholie, and an effort ils being made Io
have such a candidate nomiînated.

ve7hî on tht subject of elections, it ma>' not be c s

to note that tht annual election of office-holdtrs on tht

Board of Trade takes place on tht 26th inst., and is alrtady

beginning to excite interest. Mr. Arthur J. Hodgson, thte
present president, whase enlarged duties, owing to tht big
conîvention of Boards of Trade delegates last sumnmer, were

so efficientl> performed, has announced that he will not be
a candidate for a second term, and tht position would natutr-
ally go to, Mr. George E. Drummond, of Drummiond, Mc-

Caîl & Co., first vice-president, and a prominent shareholder
in the Canada Iron Eurnace Go., the Loundonderry Iron and
Milning Co,. and varîous other iron intertîts. There ils littît
that Mr. Drummond dots not know about th,- iroîî indus-
try in ýCanada, and he has proved himself an enthusiastic
and hardworking officer both on thet oat« o! Trade and in
tht Caxiadian Manu.facturers' Association, but thtre have betu
haints that opposition may be offered to his advancement.
For the first vice-presidency, Mr. W. I. Gear, of the Robert
Reford Go., stems to bc tht gentrally accepted candidate.
Mr. James Davidson, of tht Thomas Davidson Mfg. Co., il

'relinquishing, the treasurership, and will likel>' be elected
second vice-president, but there, is no knowmng what nom-
ina-ýtions may be made during tht next fortnighit or so.

A word now as to tht progress o! tht City gtnerally,
You will have seen that the duties paid at the Custom House

in 1903 are tht ).argest ever known, and you also, know, of
course, hiow remarkable a total o! business is represented
in the banik clearings for the year. There were over a

thousand building permits issutd during the last twelve
months in Montreal, and 859 bouses, represtnting i,=7
<lwellings and 123 stores, were buili. The value of thec

was $4,0os,000, which is almost a million more than 1902. Tht
list includes 47 factories, including tht largest railway shops

in Canada, 17 warehouses, 147 stores, five hotels and Io office
buildings. As to new dwellings, they were much needed.
Tht cit>' has spread beyond its municipal boundaries, and tht
population bas grown more in its suburbs than within its own
limits.

Just a final word upon tht weather-really, such bitterly
cold weather as this gets on one's nerves. But this con-

cluding story will have interest for those of your readers who
are householders. AIl the journeymten plumbers agreed to
lcnock off work this ytar from New Year's Day tilI, alter
Ep-*phany, or Old Christmas, being tht 6th mast., and tht
bosses had the busitst time of their lives during tht arctic
spell. They had to juntp into their overalîs and rush around
respounflpg to hurt)' calîs to thaw out water pipes, etc.,
%%with smudges on their itostî, same as an>' ordinary hand.
It was a trying twelve days for housekeepers.
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CONDITIO'lNS IN NEW BRUNSWICK.

Onu the first of january, Provincial Governnient i,.suted

a statement of receipts and expenditures for tht year 19o.

Thcse slîowed that the reeeipts were $801,410.18, and that

lhe expendlitures were $816,294.99. The province of New

trunsvvwiik thus spent $14,884>81 more than it received, and

therc \\;i, ani ad(itîienal expenditure of $i25,ooo, for which

bonds wer isued, t nîoney going for permanent bridges.

Th le ciecf itemis of revenue, aside front the Dominion subsi-

dîe,- À $49î,360, are revenues fromn Crown lands, $:2io.089;

txson încorporated comipanies, $29,34o; succession duties,

$22.083; lhquor licexîses, $2.2,383, and fecs of provincial secre-

îary's Ofiice, $1 1,420. T1he hecaviest expenditure tht provinice

ma:kts is $202,847 for education; public works coune next

w itb $1U4,350, whîlc interest took $136,894. The lunatîc

asyJln cost $53,087; agriculture, $26,834; executive govern-

1iit lit, $32,400; prÎnting, $14,321. TFhe sumn of $25,978 was

ojet n niatters of public health. lThe adi ni st ration ilf

justice took $18,242.o6, and contingencies, $18,i,?192.0 'The

L.gsaitAssembly cost $20,571,20. It cost $9,00S te zollect

11- 11umPage , $ 8.027 to protect gane; over $i0.000 was spent

oný at rvlO f the statutes. These are the main items in,

ilvi eýxpend1ituirc account.
A biigh les cI of business aetivity througliut the pro-

s mc 1sshw by1 the fact that the batik clearings at St. John

f .r thr year just elosed were tht highest silice the establish-

nliiin of the çcaring house, and excetded the totait of 1902,

tlic best p)revioiis year, by oiver $7,000.000. 'l'b figures for

1903 wcre $4o.013,.467, and for 1902, $41,924,176. ,nother evi-

dence of tht guod timeis that have previîled during the year

just closed ts scen in the customs figures wvhicih were $94,-

535.97 inl eCXccb i 19w., The total of the cîtstoms revenue

at this port dluring 1903 was $41î82,36,34. agaillît for 1902,

$1,088,3034. l'he year 1904 has started favorajily. The mer-

chants and business niieni of this section do not anticipate

hard timecs. Ins>tead, they consider tht otîtlook just as good

as at any, timte during tht past fonr years, and these have

been banner years at this East end, as well as aIl ovet

Caniada.
Lumiber has always been considered the great staple of

St. John trade. and sô it is, but last year was an off year in

ilt lumtber business, and lumber shipinents kill off. The

export of New Brunswick woods to îl5c European market

wýas 25,500,000 fet lcss than in 1902. Valued at $îo per thon-

sand, a low fgure, this shows a decline of $255.000o. The cx-

port to the Uited States kill off in value $411.603, so chat

letwten the two thie value of 'the lumjber shîipments for the-

year is nearly $700,000 behind 1902. Des)-t~e thiis decline, St.

John had thetimoet successful year in its history. The lutuber

shippers look for better times during i904, and with trade

in other lInes booming, the outlook is a cheerfull one.

During the year 1903, there were only twenty-five failures

in tilt whole province-of New Brunswick with aggregate lha-

bilities of about $275,000. Nearly one-half of this amnhlnt was.

in the indebtedness of John Kilburn, lumberman. Iii 1902

there were 48 failures with liabilities of about $231,000.

The Marysville Cotton Mill, operated b>' tht Alex. Gib-

son Company', is closed down, and may not bc able to re-

sumne operations for somte days owing to tht scarcit>' of raw

Cottonl.

The Dominion troll and ,Steel Company' have. it is an-

nounced, secured possession of valuabît deposits of magnctic

iroît ore found on Austin Brook, in Gloucester County. mi

the north of this province. Tht>' are said to have secured

filteen square miles, and it 1$ understood will mine the ore

and ship it to Sydney there to be manufactured.

Fredericton capitalists, who last year secured controi

of the Crawford coal mine, in Quece's Count>', have now dis-

posed of it to Boston capitalists at a good advance. The-

Amiericans will, it is understood, work the property.

The seven miles of railway from Adamasville, on the-
Intercolonial Railway, to the coal mine, at Beersville, Kent

County, have been completed. This line was lhuilt in thret-

mionths, and the People inthe vicinity expect to see a big


