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gentlcst character; stroîîg ointnîeîits or lotions are not app)ro-
priate. The applications should be of an antis-ptic cliara(;ter.
Thiere is no better one, especially in the first instance, than an
extremnely Nvealc sulplitir ointmient-five grains of precipitatcd
suiphur to, one ounce of benzoatccl lard. When the discharge
stage begins it is necessary to consider wvhat particular factor it
is that lias converted the simple, patcliy, dry forni into -an acute
condition. That is one of the greatest problems connected Nvit1î
t'le subject. Evcry practitioner lias his own views on this par-
ticular point. Thc probable ansxver to the question is that it is
a conîplex factor or several factors xvhichi produce the changec
fromi the simple seborrheic condition to the acute eczemia iii the
infant. One of the flrst causes always alleged is that the child is
improperly feci, but I have seti cczemas commence and 1)econie
extreniely severe, andci o throug-h their other phases, and relapse,
ihougli the child lias been feci iii every way properly, whien it
lias bcen takingo its m-other's nîilk andi the rnother is iii good
health. Therefore, that particular factor at that time need flot
necessarily be tlic cause of this suciden change. It is po0ssible
that thiere is something inherent ini the sii i tself wlîici causes
thie change, but whiat that is is an unknown x, somethîing9 whichi
is addcd to the original condition xvhiclî converts it fromi a quiet
stage into an acute discharging one. But a littie later, as the
child g ,ets older, tiiere ai-e factors wvlich unquestionably have an
influence. The first of these is vaccination. We arc constantly
asked what is the relation between vaccination and the eczena, of
infants. Now, the usiai ruie withi vaccination offlccrs is that
they ai-e not to vaccinate a child whio lias eczcmia. What is the
reason of that mile which, 1 believe, is one of thc regrulations, of
the Local Governmcnnt B3oard? The cliief reason is t hat thie vac-
cination will not take if there is a discharging surface. So that
in the acuite condition vaccination is not appropriate, siniply bc-
cause the vaccination xviii not take. In some rare instances the
acute stage is shortencd and rnoderated by it, and the eczeia
dries up and dîsappears, apparcntiy under thie direct influence of
the vaccination. On the other hand, if vaccination is donc when
thîcre are only circular scaiy patches of the seborrheic type and
nothing acute, the vaccination as it cornes to its heiglit with the
fever which is produced will rouse thesc paitcies into a state of
violent inflammation. This rarely occurs, but it does occur, and
it ouglit to be recognized at its true value. Not only xviii vacci-
nation do it. but other 7ymotic diseases will. It is not at ai an
uncomrnon thing for a child withi scaly, dry patches, to have thei
suddenly aroused into an activity by an attack of measies. I

289


