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wo declded to go and wee thesight., We
proceeded to the Cannon Street Station, and
were soon wording our away out of the great
aty, nnd in ashort time are put down at
Windwor, Before us rose the mnsive wails
of Wiadsor Caatle, from whoso Jofty battly.
ments floated the Royal Standard, Qv
objo.*ive point was where the military dix.
play vas to take place, and though we
would bave been pleased to loiter on tho
way, tho crowds that were proming on
warned us thatif we wished toreo anything
wo muat pass on too, and before wo got
through weo discovered what passing
theough & crowd and in a crowd of some
tbreo hundred thousand pecpls meant, OQur
experiences in this mattor also might fur.
mish material for an amuaing psper. How-
ever, after various adventurcs and number.
less squeczes—sometimes so severo that
breathing wasa task of much difficulty—
worked our way towards the grand ttand,
and tucceeded in gotting & good position to
sce. There were nearly two hours’ delay in
the arrival of Her Majeaty, but presently the
Royal carziage appeared through the trees
that adorn tho great park, and the cry ran
through the vast aasemblage, ¢ They come.”
As the carrisge drew ncar the staff from
which the Standard of Britain proudly
waved, the clapping of hands, waving of
h-ndkerchiefs,and tho ohorus from bundreds
of thousands of humau throats was a re-
velation to ac untravelled Canuck, long to
be remembered.  Itis difficult to imagine
the noiae, cither in volume or kind, such a
multitudo would make. It seemned to mo like
the joar of the sea. Tho Royal carriage
fansed by the Standard, while the Shal,
mountcd onawhite Arab charger, and bis suit,
ok op their positioa by the Persian
Standard, and both wero surrounded by a
brlliant group of Royal and other great
persorages. Tho march past now began,
aad a3 tho crack regiments of the British
service, Jed by tucir celebrated bands, moved
on with tke precision of a clock, the
enthusiasm reached it higheat point, It
was a grand sight to aco, and which
caazed a thrill of patrivtism to tingle every
rerve. My space will not pormit me to en.
lirgo on this intereating and oxciting dis-
pay. When it was over my friend and I,
though we had been whero we conld see the
Quten and those around here very well,
ne desired, if possible. to get a nearer
look at her, and a0 made off in the dircction
of tho castle.  Our object in this was
farthered by the fact that the great
msjority, to whom the sight of Her Majesty
was not a novelty, wore anxious to aece the
Shah. We took up a p'aco ontho edge of the
principal roadway losding throogh the park
to the Castle, and waited patiently for an
epportunity.  After a little the carriago
o slowly along followed by the Shah and
bu attendants.  In passing wo got what wo
came for,  good look at oar noble Queen,
It1s hardly nccemaary for meto attempta
description of a parasnsge made a0 familiar
% cvery Canadian by the numberless prints
that bavo appeared from timo to time
throughout Her Majesty'’s long rcign. It
semed to me then, and dees now, that if 1
tad met ber anywhere, unattended even by
the trappings of royalty, I should have
kown the Queen.  Tho impresaions I had
formed had not changed in any way by the
closer view, aad the glamcs I caught asl
300 vy the rendaway, with ited hat, the
expression of the face, 2lightly flashed from
the excitement and warmth of the day no
doubt confirmed mo in the cstimate I bad
B1do of thoappoarance and charastor of Her
Usjesty.  Under tha circumstances wo
might have looked for considerable display,
bat thore was mone. Tho dross zhe wore

was a-plain black, trimmod with white ; no
ornaments and no jowollery that could ho
soon. If I had novor read of tho loving wifo,
the davoted mother, the carnest Christian
woman, tho noblo Qucen, I should have
felt that I had scon her to-dsy. Wa watch-
od tho carrlaze and its cortego as it drow
near the castlo for a fow moments and then
turned away and proceeded with all possiblo
speed to the ntation, where wo wero glad
tvon to got standing room in tho guards.
van, and wero soon starting back to Lon
don, where wo arrived at vine p. ., very
weary, it is true, but in the humor, nover-
theless, for supper, whish wo did ample
justico to I am certain.
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One of the most delightful cxcursions
which can be made anywhero in the world
isup this Viga Canal, A covercd boat,
with awnings, movable benches, and two
Indians to propel it, can bo hired for about
$3 per diem. It is best to maxo up a party
of ¢ congenial apirits "—if they can be found
in this far-away conntry—to provide ener-
018 lunch-baskets, and to start at the first
peep of dawning, that thero may be amplo
time for picnizing among the foating gar-
dens at mid-day, and a glimpee of tho oven.
ing feativitics at Santa Anita.

Leaviog tae Garita do la Viga (an old
Spanish water-gate, at which toll is taken
from tho market boats) befcro sunrisc, one
meets multitudes of canoes coming down to
tho city, each with overslowing cargoes ot
fruit, flowers or vegetables. Every mum-
my-like figuro, wrapped to the eyesin ro-
boso or zorapho (for the morning air is
chilly) murmara a musical Bucnos dias, <e-
rorax, as you pass, genorally supplementod
by tho solicitous query, c:mo passe V. la
noche?—*how did you pass the night?’—
for the poorest of theso people are wonder-
ously palite. The chalnpar, perhaps tho
very sams used by Cortez’s Indiau epics, are
cach managed by a singlenative, who etands
upright in poses fit for a sculptor, and plics
hislong polo with marvellons dexterity.
Not uncommonly it is an Indian girl alono
—aud a very protty figure she makes, en-
sconced among her markot produces: or
flat-bosts piled high with fragrant alfalfa;
or canocs laden with %obacco, caator-oil
beans, or freshly-gatherod rushes with which
to decorate tho doors of pulyne shops; or a
load of poppics and marigolds, to strew tho
floor of aome church for a fi-*a or a funcral,

Gliding along under tho bending willows,
tho sceno upon cither side is surpassingly
beautifal. The bills which environ this
far-famed Valloy of Anahuae are still wrap.
ped in their misty robes de nuit, but tho
first rays of the rising sun flush
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and tho dead giantess, Ixtaccihuatl,
stretched ca her bier beside him. Ta the
Teft rise thoso heights upon which the sig-
Al fices of tho Aztecs were kindled during
the carly days of Spanish invasion; and a
littlo farther on is *¢ Tho Mill of the Star,”
wheroe tho sacguicary pricats of Montczoma
sacriliced a beautifal fomalo caplivo at the
cud of cach cyclo of fifty years, belioving
tho world would on unless tho gods wero
thus propitlated, Tho few houses in sight
aro moatly of wild cane, thatched with
Spanish-dagger loaves; hero and thero a
gray or pink-tinted adobe villa, with pri.
vato water-gatey, is alowly moldering upon
tho banks, apparently nui@habitctl’ {or con.

turios, and a proper prowling-place for
spooks, Numerous old churches,—moat of
them now ruinous and disused, — poiat
crumbling towers toward heaven, on both
sides of the way, for in olden timea the
Catholic Iaw-makers granted lands and per-
quisities to pious souls who butit churches

The shallow salt marshes oa the right are a
literal hunter's paradise, being blackened
with wild-duck, millions of which both win.
tor and summer here. Tho lands not diked
into gardens are kept submerged, a kind of
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and lcased for ‘happy hunting-grounds.”
Tho Indians have a singular modo of com-
mitting wholesalo slaughter, which husat
least tho merit of offectiveness. Several
bundred musket barrels aro planted in hol-
lowed logs, 80 arranged that half of thom
poiat horizontally along tho, water to sweop
tho birds that aro sailing, while the reat are
clevated at an anglo of 45 degrees to rake
thoso that rise. The guns are all toushed
off at cnce, by a fuse or electric battery,
and the oxecution is tarrifis,

The Chinampus, or ¢ Floating Gardens,”
aro generally disappointing at first sight to
tho tourist who has read much of Prescott.
But, though the scil is now mostly solidi-.
fied, timo was when it actually floated, and
in that condition bore crops. To this day
expanses are found which are kept in place
only by stakes, with four feet of water run-
ving below them, yet strovg enough to sus-
tain grazing cattle. Farther on wo meot
waundering strips of verduro appropriately
called ceeas (cibbons), drifting about wher-
cver tho current carries them, We are told
thatin carlier times theso floating ficlds,
with their growing cargoes, were sometimes
wrecked, liko vessels, by bumping together
in gales of wind, or being driven violently
ashore ; and that robbers and political ref-
ugeos have beea known to defy pursuit by
diving under tho illusive areas, to ** bob up
atrenely " elsewhere. The gardens of to
day, which liberally aupply the markets of
Mexico, are formed by the division of what
was onco all water—but now made earth—
into small square patches, intersected by
narrow canals, Tho gardons are so tiny
that tho owncr, paddling around them in
his canoc, can irrigate his entirc cstalo by
tossing on water with a gourd.

Bus thongh theso celebrated chinamyas no
Ionger float, thoy are curious because of
their origin. No human being knows how
many years, or ages, after tho roving Aztecs
had waadered from their unknowa **Azi-
lag, the country of Herons,' they reached
this valloy of Maxico, and acttled Sirst near
Chapultepu, the ¢ Grasshopper Hill" of
their predecessors, the Tolties. Being per-
sccuted bere by ths princes of Taltocan,
they took refage (about 1245) in a group of
islauds to tho south of Lako Texioco. But
hero they fell under tho grovious yoke of
the Texiozan kings, and soon fied to Troa.
pan, whero—as a roward for assisting thoso
chivfs against their petty princca—they
wero sct at liberty and allowed to cstablish
themeelves in a city, which thoy caled
Mixicalsingo. But oven here tho Astecs
could not ba conteated, for thoir pricats wero
atill zearching for that spot forotold by the
gods, which would bo indicated by an eagle
perched upon a rock-rooted cactus. The
long-looked for
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camo in 1325,—and to-day a queer old
monument in the heart of the modem
capital marks tho cxact apot (then cov-
cred by Lake Texioco) whoro believiog
Aztees behold  that  anake-eatnig bind,
calmly breakfastiog upon a prickly-pear,
which grow out of a rock washed by tho
waves,

During all their wanderings the Aztecs
cultivated the earth and lved upon what
uaturo gave them. Sarrounded by encmies,
and in the midat of a lako whero were fow
fish, nooessity compolled them to form float-
ing ficlds upon the bosom of tho water,
They wovo together the roots of aquatio
plants, intortwined with twigs of light
branches, till a foundation was formed strong
enough to support 2oil, which they drow
from the bottom of the lake, washed froe
from salt, and in it sowed maiso and chili,
which, for them, comprised thonecessaries of
lite, Theso floating gardens wero about a
foot above tho water, in the form of a long
squaro, Many of them held also the bam-
boo hut of the owncr - his only habitation;
aud when tho neighborhood was not to his
liking, (for the early citizens of Tencchtit
law lived mostly in huts, erccted on piles
over tho water) he bad but to assemble the
family and paddle his cstate away! So
etrong was this natural love for flowers that
soon the usoful was se-ondary to the orna,
men'al, and the little gardens became gay
with blossoms and aromatic herbs, which
were uzed in tho worship of the gods or to
bedeck the palace of the emperor. Truly,
the ancient city, with its watery avenues
and floating ficlds, must have been far more
interesting tban the moder town—acharm-
ing place for tourist's vieits, barring such
inconveniences as the Sa.rif:ial Stone and
tho insatiate appetite of oll Huitzilihuiti
for the hearts of human victims

Saata Antia, tho first villago on the Viga
behing the city of Mexico, is the universal
rallying-point on Sundays, for Lhoth natives
and sight scers from the capital. There is
always a feetn at Santa Anita, and there the
Indians arc cternally fandamgoing, ballad.
sioging, and pulyne drinking. On arriving
at this villago, the first business of everybody
is to sccuro a wreath of poppies and corn-
flowers, which the women wear upon {he’r
tangled heir and the men uprn their som.
breros~though, perhaps, the “human forn
divine,” thus beautifully crowned, may by
but partially covered with scant and dirty
rags. Lovely wresths sell fora madio (six
ceats) apicce, and tho woman, young or old,
who is uot wreathed before the day in cver,
is cither deep in disgraco or hopelessly out
of fashion. This native lovo of flowers is o
dircct heritage from the swarthy founders
of these floating gardens. History tolls u:
that themost valuable gift which Montezuma
presented to the Spanish amndassadors at his
conrt, was acce. _ enied by o rare bonquet—
and a strange anomaly it mus thavoscemed,
this love of the beautiful combined
with this bleod curdling religion. Baron
Van Hum%0ldt remarked upon it centwries
aftcrwards. To-day those who sit ia the
market places must embower themeselves in
green branches garlanded with Sowers,while
even prosyic pulyne-barrels are wreathed
with roses, and mugs and pitchers rimilarly
bedeckod ! Tho poorest villago church has
its floor atrewn with blossoms, and fresh
bouquets nre arrangsd upon all the altars
betoro service begins. The babo at its
christcoing, the child at its contirmation,
the bride at her wedding, tho corpuoin its
coffin, ave aliko adorned.

At the Indian villago next above Santy
Auita is a raro old church, built by Cortes
in 18313, and still in daily ure, It is well
worth a visit, and if the doors cbanco to bo
clozed, a fow cents will induce tho custadian
to prodace tho koy and unveil all its irea.
aures of antiquo uglincss. In tho rearis a
weed grown grave yard, with
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rauged along tho arms of its contral crovs,
which is aurrounded by tho inevitablo pile

of human boner. In frent of tho church



