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THE GOSPEL HI1STORY.

BY THE REV. W. B. CLA.4I

Luce 1. 1-4.

The *historicai rocord of the N ew Teîsta-
ment is contaiu)ed in the Four gospels and
Acts of the Aposties. The gospels rnay
be regzarded siiaply a., Biographies, of the
Lord Jesus. And Nwith great propriety,
they bave been teýrmed gcspels. or reposi-
tories of goo-.d news; since they cýontain
the full developmnent of those glad tidiugs
of great joy to ail people, w'hich wcre first
darkly aiiiouincedl to, prophets, and :.,fier-
wards explained by the Savîour liînseif,
and illuLstrated by Ilis deaf h and resurree-
tion, and ascension.

The atithors of the first and tburth of the
gospýel,-Mattbew and Johnj,-wýere Apos-
ties of the Lord, and consequentiy, eye and
e ar witnesses of the scenes wliich they
describe, and the discours*,s which they
record. The authors of the two interme-
diale gospelý,-iJMark and L-tke,-though
not aposties themnselves, were the intimiate
friends of, and constant attendants uipon
aposties. Fron the account in the history
of the Acts of t'he Aposties, it appearsF
that Mark accolnl)anied Paul, on one ol
bis inissionary expeditions, but returri-
ing homne to Jerusalem, conitrary to thl(-
Apostle's sense of duty, an estrangemeni
betwoen thein w'as the cousequeuce. It iî
pieasing, however, to find that afterwards
these servants of God were cordîally re.
conciied to each other. Towards the clos(
of the Epistie to the Colossians, Pau
mentions Mark, along with some others, w~
bis fellow-workers unto the Kingdorn o
God, and as baving been a coznfort uùt
hin. Again, in the second Epistie ti
Tîrnotby, we find Paul speaking'of Mari

in the foilowing ternis, ",Take Markand
bring him with thee; for lie is profltablê.
to nie for the ministry " Thus i. is evi-
dent that, Mark had. the unspeakable privi-
lege of enjoying' mucb, and intiiate
commnunion with Paul. It would appear,
however, tha, after that unseasonabie-
retura to Jerusalemn, with which the
apostie 'vas offenided, Mark attached him-
self to, the Apostie Peter, on 'whoin, froni
this period, he chiefly attended; ar>d it is
the concurrent testimony of ail antiqily
that the gospel of Mark was puEïshed.
under the auspices, and with the full sanc-
tion and approbation of.Peter. And it
is this orily -wbich can accouti for the uni-
versai acknowledgement cf its canoniical
authoritv, on the part of the church, froni
the very lilk;t.

Witbi reg~ard ti Luke, the author of the
goepei which bearis bis namne, it bas been
allegc,(d by somne, that he was one of theý
seventy disciples; buc this report rests
upon no solid authority; and 1 arn in-
clinied to treat it as altogether groundess.
Frorn a coniparison of, Col. iv, 111, with
verse 14, it appears pretty clear that Luke
-was. a heathen by birth. In the llth
verse, you wili observe, the apostie speaks
of Justus, and those mientioned in the pre-
ceding verses, as lxeiug of the circumeision;
frorn which we infer that thoise mentioned
in the following verses were Gentiles.-

*Moreover, the name Lucas, an abridgement
for Lucanus, indicates that bie was of
Gentile origin. la4tead of being one of
the 70 disciples, the likelhhood ii that he
Was not converted, tili some years after the

*ascension, when the gospel was fuiiy
preached, and a churcli formed at Antioch.

1It1 is certainthat hoe was a physician by
profession, and probably a native of An-

f tiocli. Thug hie must have i)een a man of
superior education, a fact, which is plain

)enougli, from the puri ty and classie elegance
i of bis composition, both in bis biography

112


