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TRE EARLY GLOSIKG OF STORES.
The question of the carly closing af stores

-#a question wbieb bas froquently beau di " -
camsil, by The Conmmrcial-bas heou pro.
minnly befora the business mani of Mani-
tbebs during the past fow yacks. Thc Bus-
iness Monte convention, recently held in
Winnipeg, discussed the mattar, and unau-
imonsly passed a resolution in fayor aI carly
closing. Meetings vote misa hald iu Winuii-
peg, at whioh the Winuipeg Ministerisnl as-
sooisbion, the Winnipeg Rebsiiera' assoi-
atien, and the Winnipeg Tradas and Labor
Councit woe offleialy ropresautod.

Rtis worthy af special note that tbc labter
arganizations oI the ciby bave takon su ac-
tive part in assisting the oarly a]ouing mova-
ment hoe. The principal argument ad-
vancediii aver e! long heurs for stores la,
that it lu neeffla.y te keep open late o au-
commodate, bhe warking mon. The praseuce
of represeutative, wcrking mon at the moet-
in2ga, ta 4dvocate arly CIOs9iog, is a suff11-iOet
repudiation of tbe argument that stores must
ba kept open late, ta accommodate the werk-
ing nmen.

Faliowiog the meetings haid in tha City, a
large daiegation, composedl of represutatives
of the throse organizations mentionna above,
iuterviewed bhc law amoudments cammibtea,
af bhe provincial legisiature, witb tbc objcb
af sectiring bbc axtonsiwc cf bhe lnw regard-
ing eurly aleeing. The defecta in the pi-ont
lsw veto polnted out, sud sema advocated an
extension of the principle ta such an extent
as te provide a geneas compulsai-y, oarly
clcsing law, te sppiy ta the whola province,
in place ai bhe preisont local option lav.

Follovlug this delogation, anathar dola-
gatien waited upon bhc lpgistators, iu appo-
sition ta earlyv elosing. The delegation whieh
vas campcsed mainly of WVinnipeg aucticu-
cer-n, opposed thc inclusion cf the. auctianeers
in anY early closing lsW. A meeting coin-
paucd masuiy of second-haud dealers aud
other aniali dealers, moëtly of lsraelitish ex-
traction, vas alse be]d, ta oppose aaly clos-
ing, on general principles.

With those, couflicting intarests, lb viii ha
difficult for the ingilsiabure to decida wbab ta
de lu bbc atter. lb is doubtful iflelgis-
isture, will undertare, bhc responsibility of
passing a genterai provincial aet, in bbe ab-
sence of any direct expression in laver af the
saine fi-cm provincial tavus. The rasolubion
passed ab the business convention woulci show
that maerchants tbrougheut the country are
iu lavera af arly closing, but that vas a gen-
erl reeolution. Tho question of legisiaticu
vas nlot discussed at the convention, sud it
is perhaps a matter for regret that tbis was
net the asa. If it la decided ta bave another
business convention at saine future date, bbc
question of exteudîng the scope af the law ici
the matter ai early closing, miglit be dis-
cussc ta avantage. At auy rata, if bhe
matter la ta ha f-illowedup,soma effort should
be madle ta secure the opinion o! provincial
marchants upon this question.

The prescrit local option, early clcsing lav
bas not provcd a satisfactory as eould have
beau desirod. Early closing lit -tade con-
siderable progresa ln Winnipeg au. IAsewhere
ja U5RMUtob siico tbp aect vas pas8edbut

perhaps the mQrsl influence of theact bas
eu as mueh tbc cause af this as its direct

practicai usctlo linasl seeuring eiRrly ciosing.
The tact that thora vas in existence a law
favorable ta early clcsing, ha ne doubt beau
a grat eneburagomnlt te blicie favorable te
early alcesing te lJeraist lu thair effirtu lu that
direction.

la Winnipeg many difileulties have, beau
oxpai-ionced in carrying tho lsw into affect,
sud sufficient exporiance, bas uow beau gainei
ta show what amendmceuts ara raquired ta
maire the law fairly effective. If tbc logis-
lature will net pasa a provincinl compulsory
lsw, ibisa cartainiy expacted that the pi-osant
law viii ba ve-y matèi-ially imp-oved, during
the present session of tha legisînture.

The application cf the' law te auctionoars
is a difflaulb matter ta bana. If retail
merchants are compalled teaclose at a given
bout under. this iaet, wbere ib bas beau
brought inta foi-ce, lb doas seaur unfair that
auctionears should ba allowed te open storeis
after these houe, for the disposai by nuctUou
of Rou simular te thoso, soad lu the stores.
ibhis would sabnait the stores, wbich were
compelled teatcos, ta unlaircompabition, sud
vanta rend or lb Vary difficuit ta onforce bbc
iaw. Il excaption la ta be made in favor ai
the auebluners, it will ne doubt have the
affect ai seeuring the tabolition of tbc early
closing by-laws now lu farce lu 'Winnipeg,
thus dastroying ail tha work 'hat bas beau
doue in the interest o! early closing in this
City. ________

à. TALE OF TWO ARES.
Iu the Winnipeg police court bbec ahar

day, a pour half-breed, who had imbibed a
littie tea fray, was scnteuced ta oua monbh's
imprisonnmant for bbn-owing bis arms arond
a yeung lady, wham hoe mat ou bbc sbroat.
lu this casa thare vas ne malice or- evii in-
tention, sud ne bai-m was doue, ta auy ane.
It vas morely a careless net brougbt about
by exubar&nce a! spirits. lb cost prnctically
nobhing te prosacute tbe cms.

At the assize court at Winnipeg, a 1ev
days previaus ta this avent, a Winuipego mar-
chant was sentence i t ay a trifiug fitt, or
iu deanuit anc month's imprlsonmniet, fer a
swindling tranisaction amoating ta savaral
tbonsand dollars. Iu tbc latter case there
vas a daliberabely planned avindia, sud bbc
publie sud privabe 1mw axpenses lu cannectian
vith this man's swiudlicg operatiens amount-
.ed ta about 82,000. Gaze on this picture,
~and ou this.

Wimiipeg Board of Trade.
The counail ai the Winnipeg boar-d of

brad a la a special meeting ou Tuesday
alteruou.

A comnmittee cousisting af D. W. Bale, J.
IL Ashdovn sud F. H. Mabhawson, reportedl
that lb lied. waited ou tbc att-orncy-genaral,
sud urged on his attention the saveral resa.1-
utions passad at tbc business man's conven-
tien relating ta cheaper Collection ai sinail
dabtis, bbc auditing of municipal sud Scheel
board 1ooks, sud tha assassinent cf stocks
sud marchandise, sud that the aterney-gau-
oral vas considering the resolutions in Cau-
naction vibli propoma changS in bbc law.

Auswors vere received acknowledging bbc
receipt of rçeqlqtioi. fqrwa,4ç4- fi-r the

busines mntns convention,y ZZ~
sifton, tho ministor of agrioultur, th,,p
niaster.gonaral. the socrotary of s%%~
comptroillr or icland rjo[bwin I)
Haultain, sud Sir, William Vau rome.

Lottero ivore atm,) read (rom Ir on.IlthMacdonald, J. A. Macdonnl. Ni p. R L
Richardson, M. P., Dr. \ ch, Mp ttlon. 0. Silton, asaoring tho i bari ç1 11.
support in the niatter of seur'u W'tct
monts to Ried river avigation, andlot
mainister rit publie workq, i, f.,mi
board tbat ib would moon bo inj al
with what liait beau donc aiii 'onetio 1,
the proposed improvenionts O)f tht, rapidej

A latter was rend fr-ont the b~'~
riculture, asuring thc board thIat hsehkt
matter af thair request for tlîasailbrt
of an exermental (atmi iu the Rejrit,
Valley =ne bis ceusidoration.

A communication ivas roeiie< (rom tigboard af tritde of Toronto askîne euoetu
in desired an1ondment.s ta tue Danàt
bankruptcy laws.

A cominittee consisting of Me&îr&D .v
Bob', S. A. iD. flartrand, îIaîGOf
G. P. Galt sud J. H. Ashdowul, wal &çpÀ,
ed to review the aid f isolvency jegsîîjj
bisl proentedl ta the house nd senitstri
aud thrao ycars ago, totie wvtb rc4
mandations for Changes in the draifu, è
mincd on by the board at the3a dates, ati
repart ta the cauncil as san as pOilible.

The secrabary reported that amongst c
tors on which information wai souobt luc
the board since, its iast meeting were reg'
ing Assiniboine wator povwpr. prorsais
ta establishment cf a board of trais~ atA

kirk. ebeaper collection cf salait deb%,
sale in Manitoba of nitrata of soda, tbs
ing cf cead ebtage compaies in iip
and requ6sta for samples of the grainste
ard% fram. Vu-don, Man., Victoria, B. 0,u
Sydniey, N. S. W.

The board bas been placed in ifflsffl;
a comýplGoat of the N. ýW. T. ordîni
and issues cf the Official Ga zottu.

B.S. Jenkins, superintandent cf Caiu
Pacifia balegraphs, states that imptai *
provemonts are ta ha made ta thoi conpLI
telegraphie systeni during the caniin-
mer. It bas beau decided, owzog ta
crousad bueiness, to add additioueal rire
the compauy's linos on thc western di-
New wl-es will bc strang froin Wiî
eastwardl ta Fort William; ftrn Wind
westivard on the main lino, aud soathbwt-
the Peuibina branch.

A noted collection cf names appeaun
table -of contenta of thc 31areh ,Càci
Magazine." J. Macdonald .ciey and
leen Sullivan contribute oright fhfn
storims Han. J. NV. Longloy writes
tho heading, '-Iohat Shail the Taufiff ,
and inveighs strongly against bruiti
spoeial privilages. David Chriitie il
'irites about George Meredith and Hall
ini a iiicst interesting ana chatty wy.
story cf mocse-bunting in "'Tew lwill dali ht the heurta cf the prse
have bad or dosi-o ta hava simitar
ionces. The frontispioce is a fnllpape
cf a staiwarb Canadian niose, ne
front a painting by J. L. Laughlin.F
the litura-y point of viaw ther) an r
articles of import&nce, ineludliîg ou..r
tiens by Professer Clark, of Trinity
T. G. Marquis, Professor HontwDgird
11ev. J. O. Miller. James Lamier weit
Manitoba urxivarsity, and the UtanL*
accom'panied by a number cf picote
A. H1. Ui. Colquhoun tells aI " *c
Trips ta Washington; " WVillam
ivos a bncie histary of -Londo'T

lover; i white Mrs. J. U> Elgar i
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