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THE EARLY CLOSING OF STORES.

The quostion of tho carly olosing of stores
—& question which bas frequently been dis-
oussed by The Commercial—has beoen pro-
minently boforetho business mon of Mani-
tobs during the past fow weoks. Tho Bus-
iness Men's convontion, recently held in
Winnipeg, disoussed the matter, and unan-
imously passed a rosolution in favor of carly
closing. Mootings were also held in Winbi-
peg, at which tho Winnipeg Ministorial as-
sociation, the Winnipeg Retailors' assooci-
ation, and tho Winnipeg Trades and Labor
Council wore officially ropregented.

It is worthy of special note that tho labor
organizations of the city have taken an ac-
tive part in agsisting tho early olosing move-
ment here, The principal argument ad-
vanced in favor of long hours for stores is,
that it is necessary te keop open late to ac-
commodate the working men. The presence
of representative working men at the meet-
ings, to advocate early closing, is & suffisient
repudiation of the argument that stures must
be kept open late to accommodate the work-
ing men.

Following the meetings held in the city, a
large delegation, composed of representatives
of the three organizations mentioned above,
interviewed the law amondments committee
of the provincial legislature, with the object
of secaring the extensivoz of the law regard-
ing early closing. The defects in the present
law were pointed out, and some advocated an
extension of the principle to such an extent
as to provide a general compulsory, early
closing law, to apply to the whole province,
in place of the pressnt local option law.

Following this delegation, another dele-
gation waited upon the legisiators, in oppo-
sition to early closing. The delegation which
was composed mainly of Winnipeg auction-
eers, opposed the inclusion of the auctioneers
in any early closing law. A meeting com-
posed mainly of second-hand dealers and
other small dealers, mostly of Israelitish ex-.
traction, was also held, to oppose early clos-
ing, on general principles.

With these conflicting interests, it will ba
difficult for the legislature to decide what to
do in the matter, It is doubtful if the legis-
lature will undertake the responsibility of
passing & general provincial act, in the ab-
sence of any direct expression in favor of the
same from provincial towns. The resolution
passad at the bosiness convention would show
that merchants throughout the country aro
in favor of early closing, but that was a gen-
eral resolution. The question of legislation
was not discussed at the convention, and it
is perhaps & matter for regret that this was
not the case. If it is decided to have another
business convention at some future date, the
question of extending the scope of the lsw in
the matter of early closing, might be dis-
cussed to advantage. At any rato, if the
matter is to be fallowed up,some effort should
be made to secure the opinion of provincial
merchants upon this question.

The present loca! option, early closing law
has not proved as satisfactory as could have
been desived. Early closing hr  ade con-
siderable progress ia Winnipeg auu vlsewhere
in Manitobs since the act was passed, but

perhaps the moral influence of tho act has
heen as much thoe causo of this as its direct
practical usofulness in securing early closing.
Tho fact that there was in existonco a law
favorable to early closing, has no doubt been
a great oncburagoment to those favorable to
early closing te persist in their offurts in that
direction.

In Winnipeg many difficultios have boen
experionced in carrying tho law into effoct,
sud sufficient experienco basnow beon gained
to show what amendmonts are required to
raake the law fairly offective, If tho legis-
lature will not passa provincial compulsory
law, itis cortainly expooted that the present
law will be very matérially improved, during
the present session of the legislature,

Tho application of the law to auctioncors
is a difficult matter to handle. If retail
morchants are compelled to oless at a given
hour, under.this act, where it has boen
brought into force, it does seem unfair that
auctioneers should bo allowed to open stores
aftor these hours, for the disposal by auction
of goods similar to those sold in the stores,
1his would snbmit the stores, which were
compelled to close, to unfair competition, and
would render it vory difficult to onforce the
law, If excoptionisto be made in favor of
the auctivneers, it will no doubt have the
effect of seourinyg the ‘abolition of the early
closing by-laws now in force in Winnipeg,
thus destroying all tha work that has been
dons in the interest of early closing in this
city.

A TALE OF TWO ORIMES,

In the Winnipeg police court the other
day, a poor half-bresd, who had imbibed a
little too freely, was sentanced to one month’s
imprisonment for throwing his arms around
& young lady, whom he met on the street,
In this case there was no malice or evil in-
tention, and no harm was done toany one.
It was merely & careless act brought about
by exuaberance of spirits. It cost practically
nothing to prosecute the case.

At the assize court at Winnipeg, a few
days previous to this event, a Winnipeg mer-
chant was sentencel to pay a trifling fine, or
in default one month's imprisonment, for a
swindling transaction amounting to several
thousand dollars. In the latter case there
was a deliberately planned swindle, and the
pablicand private law expenses in connection
with this man's swindling operations amount.
ed to about $2,000. Gaze on this picture,
‘and on this,

Winnipeg Board of Trade.

The council of the Winnipeg board of
trade held & special meeting on Tuesday
afternoon. .

A committes consisting of D. W, Bole, J.
H. Ashdown and F. H. Mathewson, reported
thatit had waited on the attorney-general,
and urged on his attention tho soveral ressl-
utions passed at the business men’s convon-
tion relating to cheaper collection of small
debts, the avditing of municipal and schoel
board tooks, and the assessment of stocks
and merchandise, and that the attorney-gen-
eral was considering the resolutions in con-
nection with proposod chenges in the law.

Aunswers were roceived acknowledging the
receipt of resolutions forwarded from the

——)
business men’s convention from Iy,
Sifton, tho ministor of agricultura, 1hy,
mastor-goneral, the socrotary of staty
comptroller of inland roven. . )lia' y&
Haultain, and Sir William Van lorge "
Lottera ware alan read from I, Hughg
Macdonald, J, A, Macdonnoll. \f p, L
Richardson, M. P., Dr. Roche, M p
Hon. O, Sifton, assuring the b.arj 0;",:"'\-4
support in the matter of seouring imp:[:v
monts to Red river navigation, apg fmmta:
minister of public worke, it fipgj, he
board that it would soon bo madn acqng‘-n.{
with what hind beon done in connection ":k
the proposed improvenients of the rapids
. A lottor was road from the mihiyteref
riculture, assuring the board that hy hadp
matter of their roquest for the establiahm,;:
of au yexperimental fatm in tho Req
valley under his consideration. *
A communication was received {row thy
board of trada of Toronto askin Cudperatiy
in desired amondmon's to the Dypy
baKkruptoy laws. i
committee consisting of Mess
Bole, S, A, D. Bartmnd.g\\’illmm Ggrg‘ ‘E
G. F. Galt and J. H. Ashdown, was a;;,ﬁ;
ed to review the old insolvency legistuiy
bills presented to the house and se?:atetn
and three yoars ago, togother with ey,
mondations for changes in the drafts dum
mined on by the board at those dates atly
roport to the council assoon as possibly

the board sinceits last mooting werg Tegul
ing Assiniboine wator power. propsai
the establishmeont of & board of trade s
kirk. cheaper collection of smali debta thy
sale in Manitoba of nitrato of sods, thang,
ing of cold storage companies in Winnipg
and requssts for samples of the grain sty
ards from Vicdon, Man., Vietoris, B,C 4
Syduney, N. S. W. '

The board has besn placed in posssin
a complete set of the N. W.T.oniy
and issuesof the Official Gazatte.

B, S. Jenkins, superintendent of Canyty
Pacific telegraphs, states that lmp;rtan:.'l
provements aro to bs mado to ths compzy
telographic system during the comips
mer. It has been decided, owing to th i
creased buginess, to add additiona) wine
the company's lines on the western diris
Now wires will bs strung from Wind;
eastward to Fort William; from Wini
westward-on the main ltne, aud sonthwe
the Pembina branch.

A noted collection of names appearsis
table«of contents of the March * Qi
Magazinoe.” J. Macdonald «ley and
leen Sullivan contribute oright iffustni
stories. Hon. J. W, Longley writes
the heading, ‘* What Shall tho Tarif &
and inveighs strongly agawnst tros
spocial privileges. David Christio \
writes about George Meredith and Hallfy;
ina mcst interesting and chatty way.
story of moose-hunting in New Brassy
will deliﬁht the heartsof the sportsmez
have had or desire to have similar
ionces, The frontispiece is a full-pagep
of a stalwart Canadian moase, re
from a painting by J. E. Laughlin, I
the literary point of view there are s
articles of importance, including oozt
tions by Professor Clark, of Trinily
T, G. Marquis, Professor Haonbigled
Rev. J. O, Milter. James Lawler wriw
Manitoba university, aund the artid
accompanied by a number of photogns
A. H. U. Colquhoun tells of “Reip
Trips to Washington; ** Wiilism Hi

ives & brief history of '* London's
Lower; »’ while Mrs, J. D. Eiger gins
Pa.g; ,I;rom_ the Barly History of N



