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speciai pleasure, President Allen, in welcoming yoti and the Bible Society to
our city on this occasion.

RESPONSE BY PRESIDENT WMI. H. ALLEN, LL.D.

Mr. President of the Pennsylvania Bible Society : On behaif of the Ameni-
eau Biblk Society, 1 thank you for the fraternal weicome you have giveni us.
During this year, Philadeipixia is the centrL. of attraction, not only for the
UTnited States but fur the civilized world, and it has seemed appropriate that
our Society shouid be drawn to this binthplace of liberty, both by motives of
patriotism and cords of love ; love to your city of Brothenly Love, and love
to, your Society, which, 1 believe, is the oldest Bible Society on this continent,
and fron wlxich the American Bible Society has received liberal contributions
and active support. We rejoice tu icarn that you have accomplishied so much
of the enterprise which you undertook some two years since, to place a copy
of the word of God in eveny destitute family throughout this great comlmonl-

wealth. This honourable effort of Christian philanthropy will be a lasting
honour to your Society, and conduce to the moral elevation of the people of
Pennsylvania. We have heard also, with pleasure, that you have enected a
pavilion on the centennial ground for the sale of the sacred Scriptures in the
languagres of ncariy ail the peopIQ who mnay be expected to visit the Ex-
position. Your thanks and ours are due to tlic Centennial Commission for
conceding ,this pnivilege without premium or fee. WVe also tender oun thanks
to the coinmittee of your Society for the judicious arrangements they have
made for these anniversary exercises. The cordial reception which you gave
two years ago has encouraged us to lean again, with confidence, on your
Christian kiudness.

INTRODtJCTORY ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDflNT, IN THE ACADEMY 0F MUSIC.

Ladies and Gentlemen: On this, its sixtieth anniversary, the American
Bible Society greets you. This large audience is proof that the Bible cause
has a living interest in the minds and hiearts of the Christian people of
Philadeiphia.

The world has been invited to Philadeiphia to witness the pnogness whic]i
our country has made ini a century in matenial wcalth and the arts of civi-
lized life, also to exhibit for our inspection the products of the industry and
skill of other nations. This evening we in-vite our friends to witne2s what
our Bible Societies have done and are doing not only to save the country from
moral and political degeneracy, but also to elevute it to a highier standard of
Christian moralit.y. If we believe that the Bible contains a revelation of the
will of God and tha truth of God, we nmust admit that it is the base-line of all
moral progrcss in the world-wide conflixt betwcen good and evil. It is there-
fore our plain duty to do ail in our power to place a copy of the Bibile in
every household that ilil receive it. And whiie we send abroad the light of
truth over our own country, wc do n ot ignore the dlaims of those who Osit.in
darkness in othen lands. Our Bible Societies arc cosmopolitan : they reconise

jthe brotherhood of mankind. Our cloquent fniend and brother fron the
fDominion of Canadla has infonined us tliat the Britishi and Foreign Bible
Society has distributcd in forei,gi languages thinty-six million of copies of the

JBible-about one-haif of all it has pýublished. Is not this a recognition of
jhuman brothierhoodi The Britishi and Foreign Bible Society and its youngen
sisten, the American Bible Society, have printed the word of God lu morej
than two hiundred 1<anguriages, and have distributed throughout tixe worid more

tha a unded ilion ofcopesof the sacred volume. Visitons to the Exposi-
tion will see an exhibit of the work these two Societies liave done. The Bible
in tiwo latndrcd langi~pgc? grand and glorions monument of Christian enter-
prise, liberality, and schioiarship. All this is an achievement of the nine-
teenth century ; more than had been donc in that direction in the eighteen
centuries which preceded it. Well did Our Quaker poet say,

j« "Life greatens in these later ycars;
The entury's aloo floyers to-doay."


