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jA popular and illustrated account ai the late
Piofessor J. S. Blacîie, ai Edinburgh, is in course
~f preparatiota by Messrs. James Clarke and -Ca.
t is being ivritten by a nephewv af the proiessar,
er Ir. .A. Kennedy- t %will not bc issued until
ift r the publication ai the biography by Miss
~todart, whose material was chiefly supplied by
~he late Prafessor himseli and Mrs. Blackie. The
jatter work will bc braught out ina two volumes by
!lessrs. Blackwoad during the Autumn.

rjAt the annual congregatianai meeting ai Lady
~lenorchy's Free Cburch, Edinburgb, last mantb,
woeiders, Sir Thomas Clark, Bart.,and Mr. David

t tchie, ivere prcsented with illuminatcd addresses
a btheir completion ai fity-ane y cars' service as
f fice-bearers in the cangregatian. The fathers ai

th gentlemen ivere eiders in Lady Glenorchy's
lhapel and came out at the Disruption. A third

der, Mr. John jack, wvas aiso presented witb an
ýIuminated address and a massive silver bowl ia
cconition ai bis valuable services for twenty-

.even years as session cierk in the cangregation.

"The experiment ai a sumnmer school af thea-
in Am Ainrica will be tried this sum mer for the

$rst timne at Cleveland, Ohio," so says the C/tris-
s Workld Xe had the impression that wc bad

*ad summer schools in America before naw. "Ta
*et nevsga irom homne" is the aid adage. t is 50 in

bi case. t bas been organized by President C.
.j.Thwing, ai Adelbert Ulniversity, ina that city.
Il the lecturers are Americans, except Principal

? irbairn, from %whom a course af eîght lectures is
tomsed on "' Gad in NSatural and Reveaied Reli-
io:' The sessions wiil include ten days, July
-1i7, and the foc wili be ton dollars.

A Frecich statistician bas rccently published
* parative data on the uniaersity attendance in
.ropc. Accarding ta bis calculations, Germany
-onc university student for every i,58a inhabi-
'ts, Engiand, anc far every ,12 - Austria, anc
1 cverY 1,722, Hungary, anc for every 3,609;
rance,ane for every 1,63; Italy, one for evcry
;56. Germany bas a university for eVery 2,47 ,-

Dw inhabitants; England, one for every 4,143,000;
~pan, ane for every 4,756,000 ; France, anc for
;eiy 2,556,000; Italy, one for every 1,436,000. The
iatest disproportion ina this respect is accordingly
u.nd in Italy, anid for this reason quite a number
f talian uiniversities, such as Urbino, Macerata,
lodena, and others, have almost as many professars

students.

The Presbylriait Wit'w.rs, af Halifax, referring
tthe present crisis in Manitoba school legislation

. -' .< t becomes the people of the Maritime
]rvinces ta bear in mind the iact that whie their
.iucational systemn is perfectly sale and eatiroly
,ithin their own contrai, the moment they intro-

*tea separate school systoin thon they for al
te forego the right ai supreme contraI. They
nt aboish sectarian schools or cease ta sup-

Drt them. The Pope of Ramne, Cardinal Ledocho-
Lsi, Archbishap Langevin af St. Boniface, and we

o flot kznow how many more wonderful and féar-
fui personages, will becarne partners in aur school
, stem. Hence the need for jealous vigilance ia

order that we hocflot robbed ai aur rights and
libetis. \Ve have bricfly sketched the effort
made and the thrcats uttoe d in 1868-'69 in the
Nova Scotia legisature. Had nat that canspiracy
bec thwartcd, Cardinal Ledochowski would have
becs flunp_ atour heads, just as the Cther day hc
wMsflung at the heads of the Mianitobans. Cardinal
Lezdochowski 1"

PRESBYTERIAN.

How the Manitoba school case is rcgardcd by
intelligent people in Newv Brunswick may bc see'n
in a sermon drawing attention to it by the Rev. J.
M. Robinson, af Moncton, (ron. 2 SaM. X. 12. The
preacher showed that it was the bishops and
priests that have agitated this question. They have
made it a Dominion issue and as such we must
meet it The preacher gave the history of the
case. H-e regardcd the Remedial Order as going
altogether too far. If Manitoba can bc brow-beat-
en and concussed,it may be the turn of Newv
Brunswick ncxt. Mr. Robinson justly remarks
that the priests will not bc satisfied with anything
short of scbools in wvhich the distinctive doctrines
af their own church shall bc taught. He conclud-
ed with an loquent appeal to bis hiearcrs ta stand
up for equal rights and justice to ail.

There will be disappointment keenly feit by
those apposed ta the opium traffic, and they are
very many, at the finding of the Commission af the
Imperial Government on the subject. It wvas ap-
pointed in 1893, and aiter an investigation, pre-
sumably thorough and impartial, althougrh it bas at
times called forth hostile comment, it has reported
by eight to one adversely to the prohibition of the
growth and sale of the drug in India, on the ground
that it is neither nccessary nor demanded by the
people. With regard ta the prohibition af the
sale of it in China, the chief market, the report says
that, although the tiîi-e bas arrived wvhrn the Em-
peror could terminate the forced trc-aty permit-
ting the importation of the drug, hl bas no desire
ta do so. While such is the finding of the Com-
mission, it need nat be supposed that this will by
any means close the agitation against a traffic
which this report admits ta, be in many ways most
injurious.

To what is it aoing but to the benign influ-
ence of the gospel and the Christian religion upon
English socitythat, in spite of ail hershortcomings,
the oppressed and persecuted in ail lands turn their
eyes, and their appeais for help to England- She
is the chici hope af the Arrnenians for redress of
their wrongs. Tbe Malagasy Christians send to
her a piteous appeal for help against the French.
It is the bighest bonor almost that could be paid
to the Mother Country. And now the London
Missionary Society's Cammittee of missionaries at
Antananarivo have writtcn to the directors in Lon-
don, urging them to mnake renewved and special
efforts in conjunction with the leaders of Non-Con-
formity in England to induce the British Govern-
ment to use its influence with France to withdraw
from its policy of Annexatian. AIl that can bc
donc at present is an assurance of sympathetic in-
terest and watchfulness, which will avail little or
nothing with France in ber designs upon Madagas-
car.

A companion book to " Black Beauty " and
"Beautîful J oe " is very soon ta be given ta the

public from the pen of a Toronto lady, already
known to the wvarld af letters, Mrs. Annie G. Savi-
gny, author of " A Romance af Toronto." " Thrce
Wedding Rings," etc. " Lion: the Story of a
Mastiff," is the book in question. It is now going
througb the press of William B3riggs, and wili be
issued about the fîrst af June. An ingenious and
clever chapter in the book is the report of a con-
vention af animais held in a romantic glen in the
vicinity of Scarbora'I-Hcig,<hts. It will, as a stary,
bc grcatiy enjoyed by the young, and its lessons
cannot fai ta do gaod. The author bas contrived ta
work into the story a great many useful hints by
which, if practised, wie can add mucb ta the corn-
mon stock ai corniort and happiness of the dumb
animais about us. The Committee of the Toronto
Humane Society appointed ta read the MS. af
««Lion " very justly rejportcd it as "«an cxceedingly
useful and valuable book, and a good companion
ta ' Black Beauty."'

CANADA

The meeting ai a large, representatîve and in-
fluential body like the General Assembly ai the
Presbyterian Church in the United States, in ses-
sion at present in Pittsburg, naturaily ieads ta ret-
rospectian and comparisan. The Presbyterian
MAessezger of that city indulges in this vein as foi-
lows :-Seventecn years ago the General Assem-
bly met in wvbat wvas then calied the « Smoky
City,' a naine no longer applicd ta the city beau-
tifully situated at the confluence ai the Allegheny
and Monongahela rivers. In these 17 Years the city
has daubled in size, but the Presbyterian Church,
in which special interest centres at tbis time, has
donc even more. In 1878 there were less than
s,aoo members in the Presbyterian churches of
the city, wvhile na'.v there are mare than i ,000.
Or, taking the Presbyteries ai Pittsburgb and AI-
leghcny into th~e comparisan, which wiii a littie
more than caver the regian contempiated in tbe
'«Greater Pittsburgh," we find a mast bopeful
growth. The exact figures are as fallows: In
1878 in the Presbytcry af Pittsburg 3,74.4 commu-
nicants and in the Presbytcry ai Alleghceny 5,6
communicants, a total ai 14,30(J. Naw there arc in
the two Preshyteries a total ai 27,471I.

The Executive Commission af the Western
section of the Alliance af Reiormed Churches
holding the Presbyterian polity wvas beld lately in
the city ai New York-. There wvas a large
attendance ai delegates from ail parts ai the
United States and Canada. Dr. Roberts presented a
lengthy report ai the wark donc during the p st
six montbs, cantaining severai suggestions for the
consideration of the exccutive-sucb as, the ques-
tion ai the federatian af the Reformed Churches ia
America; the appaintinent af delegates ta visit
the variaus Synods and General Assemblies this
ycar ; the financial relations ai twa sections af the
commission, East and West; and the issuing af a
circular ta the varieus Church courts, giving a
resunof the work donc by the Alliance during
the year. The report witb suggestians was ad-
opted. Regret wvas expresscd by many of the
members that the meeting in Glasgowv in iS96
had been fixed for june, as the eifect wvould be
ta excînde the possibility oi the attendance ai
members ai the Canadian and other churches. It
was further agreed that the Glasgow Council should
be asked ta hold, if passible, certain special ser-
vices in cammeolratian ai the Cavenanting strug-
gles in Scotland, which took place in that neigh.
bourhoad in the 17 tb century.

Pittsburg, wbere is now in session the largest
single representative Presbyterian body in chris-
tendom, is only knawvn ta toast peaple as distin-
guished for smaoke, and dirt, and huge manufactar-
les afi ran and steel. It bas also howvcver quite a
faine in Church annais as is shawn ini this bit ai
ecclesiastical history in cannection iith it. It is
just 6o years since the General Assembly ai that
Churcb first crossed the Allegheny mauntains and
held its meeting in Pittsburg. Then the Western
Thealagical Scrninary wvas but ight years aid, and
the fcev churchos established here wvere struggling
in irontier lufe. Ta that Asscmbiy Pittsburg wvas
the <'far West.' No ancpresent then dared tothink
that the Board ai Foreign Missions, which had its
beginning in that Asscmbly, wvould in 6o years
girdle the earth witb a belt ai liglit. The OJd
School Assembly met there in 1849 and again ia
î865. The 'New Schooi Assembiy heid its meeting
there ln i86a and there an Nov. 12, 1869, in the
same Church where the meeting is bcbng held this
year, the Old Schooi and New School Assemblies
united with hearty hand shaking and doxologies
af praise. On this historic graund, wherc six As-
semblies have met, and wherecanservative Pres-
bytorianism bas made noble advances and stili holds
highýthé banner ai truth, the Assembiy came again
ta round up the sacrcd seven meetings and ta cdce-
brate the tweoty-fifth anniversary ai the "Rt--union."
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