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IF tliere is any trîatl in the annaunceientlitant Sîar
Charles Dilkec is about te rt-enter publir laïe as the
proprietor and editor cf a Londlon journal, lie mnt
have n pluenomenal store cf brazeai effronîcry. A
man cannet vindicat his character hy clefytng the
moral sense cf the community lut lias5 su grossly out-
ragcd. It wouid bc wvrcig 10 followv cxen a flagrant
transgresser witli vindictive persecuîioaî ; but an
attempt te nane a proîuinent position as -a leader cf
public opinion is sure te pravoke indignant protests.

TîîIF statasticai report presentecl te tht Methotlist
Conférence, shows the foliotwing resîîlîs. Ministers;
and prcbationers, i,Gio-da.rcase, tuenty-tlîree;-
value cf Cluirch property, $9,895,043 - increase,
$7642,36 ; mocuubers, K97,479-increase, 27,676 ; Sab-
bath sclioDis, 2,675-decrea'se, thiirty-two i scholars
attcnding Sabbaîh sclîools, 19t,t85 - increa 'se, 16,133,i
Sabbath sehool scholars mueting, ini class, 31,496-
increase, 1:!,966 ; Sabbaîiî scbooi scholars îvlo bave
taken total abstinence pledge, 37,290 ; Sabbatu sebool
papers taken, 229,639.

ARciiî;isiioh' F,%BRE- lias spoken out vtry decidcdly
against the holding of politirai mieetings on Sunday
H-e says - l>alitirai passions are inianical to the aeitdta-
tien nccessary ta tht observation of Suauday, -and are
prone te iake Chiristians. forget that tlucy niust, an
these days. give thcmscives up ta pions exercises.
This rustoin tbrealens more and more lu take a foot-
ing amongsî us. Tht exhortation of the Archbisuop,
howvcvr, bas net produced an inîmediate effect, as. tht
papers report that in many parishes politic.al meetings
%vere hc-ld last Sabbath after. Ma.ss.

Tup Congregational Church in Canada and the re-
ligious communaily gecrally wîill regret the departure
of tie Rev. Dr. Stevenson, e! Emumanuel Church,
Monîrcai. Dr. Ste,.enson, says, tIlt Cizptdusn pinde.
pendent, bas received an invitation te tht pastorale
af the Brixton Road Chapel, xvaant sînce the dcaîh
of 'Mr. J. Bialdwin Blrown. 'lle fruentîs oftliant London
suburb have sluivn, as %vas te bc expecteil, thîcir appre-
ciatkn of talent combincd nuth iiiines5. cf lIde ;ne
however start back, fri-cm tht very thuuught oif losang
aur estimiable fricnd, but we undersîand tht cali as
acceptcd ___________

TiE WVoodstock Sentine-Re.-te-., a journal con-
ducted' with enaterprise anid ability, and nnew publîshed
daily, -ives voicc tu the gencial opinion as letut
pi-oper place cf religieus denominations in matters
political : Tue 'Methodist Conférence ati Toronte did
a sensible tbing when il rcfused te pass a reselution,
in cffect recommending MeIthodisîs te îakc part as
sucb in political cantests. Tiiere sheuld bc ne sec-
îarianism ini polieis. Mcan siiould vole as ditazenS,
wvithout reference te their relîgieus opinions. Thue
intraduction cf denominaîaonal discussion miet poli.
ties is a curse ta any country, ne matter by wvhom it
is bi-ougiut about.

M.NArEns in Bulgauia airc pioceding more quietly
this 'vcek. Tht -Iiancrb cf Alexander s resteration
tri tht irone are visibly lesseîuing. Tht Powers wîho
signed tht Berlin Treaty sceni ta leave hîmi tu his
fate. Prince Bismuarck, insîcad ef smooîhing bis paîh,
hastdont diplomatic.aily ixhat he could tu i-ntder
Aiexinder's retumption cf the Bulgarian thronc ima-
possible. Trhe German Chancellor's action throngh-
flt-j ic~~ 7t rîuîîlicataons bas been enagmatic.
riustria is becoming morc prenouni.eti un lier antagen-
îsm tu Russian interférence an tht l3alk-ar. I'rincupai.
tics, and tbis antagonisrra nay tend te decisive resulîs.
Il is hainîedl that Russia xvould prefer waiting tili
spring foi-tht outbreakl of huastilities.

IN' a Sk:etch Of d'e lion. John oailn f Port-
land, N. B., who dicâ on t i ath inst., the St. J ohn
Telrapbh se.s Hih QlrXiaI position, as Ucst Office

In3pector, kcpt him in constant acquaintancc tvith a,
very large proportion of the business men and people
of the Province, ail of whomi wvil bcar clicerfui testi-
mony to his uniform ceurtesy and uirbanity. In oar
own city lus cirrle, of friends %vas vcry large, and tlic
tidings cf hais demnise <vili bring dahi iiartficlt sorron.
Hc w%-as a devout Christian and proininent nember of
St Stcphien's i>resbyterian Church, of wich lie %vas
a constant attendant down to tht date of luis last ili-
ness. Chiaritable, genernus and hospitable, lie %vas
the friend cf ail, -and lad not no encmy lin tht wvorld.
A kind ani affectîionatc lausband and fatlier, a wortlay
citizen, a faithfui public officer, a good man lias gone
tu his rest, dying willhout regret, but regretted by ail.

Punrac attention lîavîng been calleci tu the tie-
rnoralizing efrects of garnbiînag in Montrent, il. is
gratifying tu notice that an end has been put te
the anore flagrant instances. The whecl of for-
tune which %vas set up in St. Peter's Cathiedr-il,
and rtîn in the interest cf the hazaar, lias been dis-
continued. The respectable portion cf the u.-.holc
community, Roman Catholic or Protestant, xviii re-
joice that the Romnan Catholic Cliurch lias thus
stamped with its disapprobation open gamrbling.
The gaînabling carried on by miens cf a niechans-
cal contrivance by clockwvork lias aise been con-
demned by the courts. Prompt and dccisîî'e ncasures
are sufficient tu btop these barefated methuus of
swindling the tanstispecting dupes cf ilîcir own ava-
rice. People wlîe inclulge in gambling are net lit sub-
jects for pity, but the de% iceb, of those %"hu prey on
hutmana weakness liave ne Jlaiin t0 tuieraîton.

Triî Dukec cf Argyll, says an cxi.hange, ini opening
-a bazaar nt Tarbert, Loch Fyne, for the liquidation of
the debt on the new cliurch, said it %vas one cf the
handsomest structures in tlîe West Highlands. He
%vas much struck with its tover, tic original copy cf
which was St. Giles's and the original cf which again
%vas a church in Neccst.e He speke cf the great
revival in the Establishment during the last forty
years. Immcdiatcly afîcr tlie Disruption, Norman
Macleod and lîjase"r had alniost despaired cf its con-
tinuous existence. Now, hotever, in our towns and
cities it is as powerful a boly as there is in existence.
Itt e.tk part iq in the Highilands, but in thîs ancient
township %vas a ncw church %vorthy cf the bcst tnies
cf the Church cf Scotland, a teenîing cangregation,
and an c.xcellent ministr-the son of one of hîs cwnr
tenants. The great, cause cf the %veakness; cf the
Establishment in the Highlands is the ivant cf Gaclic
preachers. No language in the world, hie added, con-
veys the effotions cf religions sentiment as the L;aelic
dues. _________

FRENcII agression bas cf late been pecuiiarly offen-
sive. The trouble in Madagascar de net seem
tu bcecndcd yet. Newv daims are being tirged, in oarder
te ebtain more compiete contrai over the isiand. lIn
the Ný,cw Hebrides frcsha troubles have arisen. A de-
spatch froni 2Melbourne states that thc Rcv. 1%r.
Macdionald, Plrcsbyteian missionary as Havanua
Harbor, ira a letter te Lieutenant Ma\-.rx, of the British
gabont Su'ingt'l; s-iys that the French Hiebrides
Company bave seized the lands of the native Chrîs-
tiano nmissioni, alleging prier title, and that the Fren.ch
commandant ihrcatcncd the natives; with ani arîned
force if they resisted. Tht conlpanay also claim the
lands cf oather B3ritish subjects. Mr. 'Macdonîald
asserts that the Frcnch) practically exercise sove-
reignty caver the islands, and a collision between the
natives «and the French is imminent. Threaîs have
berrn made against MINr 'Mardonaid -and the native
Chrisians, and he demands -assistance from the Eng-
lishi %quadron. The Premiers cf the Australian
Colonies a:ý about te hold a conférence toi consider the
situation. _______________

SiR William Dawron's inaugural addrcss as Pi-tsi-
dent cf the Blritish Açsociation for the Advancemecnt
cf Science bas been most favourably rectivedl and
commcnted on. Tht Belfast J*4enw says -The
British Assocîa;uaon. is patticularly batppy liais ycar in

uts Pressient. I'rin-ipial bar WViliamn Dawson as net
only ont cf aur forenîost scienîafic nutherities; but he
lîappiiy combines with the wiscst knowledge the deep
reverence for tht Creator cf aIl ini xliîch some cf bis
luredecessors lin the chair have unfortunately been
badil> deficient. lIn bain we bave anotlier illustration
of the dwvelling side by side cf tht greatest scientîfie
attaients %villa tht profouindcst l)ity. On WVcdnes-
day niglit we lad ne sncer:> at religion-no thrusting
of the Ci-caler out cf the rmalmns cf Hîs ownr creation
-none of tlîat scientific bigotry wlicl lias once or
twice disigured.îtlie mieetingâ. Speaking cf recent
discussions on the problem of crigins, hie said well
andi charncîeristicaily . In entering on such questions
%ve slîould proced witli caution and reverence, feeling
îliant we are on holy ground, and that though, like
'Moses. cf oid, %wt iay be armed îvith ail the learning
cf our lime, wc are in tht presence cf that which
while il burns is net consumed ; of a mystery which
neither observation, cxper:înent nor induction can
ever fully solve. It would be well if ail the Presi-
dents cf the Association anti aIl scientifle authorities
actud on this dictuin.

TIEdesire for Christian union is grcwir.g in depth
.and inîensity. *rhose communions that in several
îluings arc %vide apart are beginning te give public
expression te the growing sentiment in faveur cf
unlion. In response tu tht wish expressed by tht
Bislîcp (if Algonia in bis sermion at the cpening cf
the P>rovmncial Syned cf the Epîscopal Church, the
Rex%. J. Edgar Hill pre.-ched xin Erskixie Cbutch, on
Christian Lnîîy. At tht close he said: My mind
has been dircîed te tbis topîc to-day by tht ivise
brave, Christian words cf the B:sbcp cf A.igoma in
one of the çhurches cf thîs city last WVednesday even-
ing. The Bishop exidently longs for a great national
P>rotestant Church in tlîis Dominion, anid, mue-Civer
bLlieves in not only the pessibility, but thc practi-
cability cf such a Clurch. Tht same idea bas been in
my mind ever sauce I caine te Canada, and 1 have
gavera public expression te il several times It is the
higliest conception cf the Chîristian Churcb ; and if
the Plrotestantîsîn cf tluîs Donminon is net equal tu the
solution cf thîs. problem and te tht sacrifice on the
part of indivîduals which might have te be made for
the national good, and tht cause cf Christ, il is a poor
aflfair. But 1 believe it îs equai to that union, and a
great decal more ; and 1 de trust the Bishop's words,
se emincntly Catholic and Christian, %vili net ýass
away ivitheut soine fruit. It is tht national religieus
weli being that is at stake.

RZrcî -r storics cf destitution in Labrador were
fband te have becn grcatly exa.gcraîed, but again it
as ts:;erted tluat wicxcspread destitution and misery
actualiy exist bath in Labrador and i\ewfoundland.
T*hi!> ime tue stor> purports te bc given on the autha-
riîy of a uieniber of the Newfcundiand Legislature.
Not iess. lie says, than i 35,00e, cf tht population are
net only ini ac.îuai %vant, but are absoluteiy xithout
tht possabiîty cf earnang a dollar te kecep theniselves
alive. During tht fall anid winîer 30,00 Ncwfound-
landers go tc Labrador every season, and tht average
caitch %vas formerly 5oo quintals per vesse]. Thuis only
enabied iliem and .-,oow cater people dependent an
thein tu cke out a bare existence. But this year the
Labrador catch is not ene-third the average, and not
enougli te pay the cost cf transpoitation -and supplies
adtanced b) tht mnetchanîs. Then there are 15,000
resident fishermen at Labrador wha are, if possible,
un a xvorse plight than thosc xvho go thcre frern New-
fcuandland. Ali these 65,ooo people ta-day are in a
stale cf grcat .desîi*tuticn, and xviii bcecntarcly depend-
cnt upon Go' errînmext support for existence- They
-are scattered along 3,000 miles cf the most barren.
and most dangerous const in the world, -and unless
prom,.pt -and extensive measures, are talken tu send
thuese people supplies, it wvill be impossible for relief
steamers to reacu thcm during iwinter and hundreds
cf them mxust inevitabiy starve. If this accî,mxî is
truc, immcdiate hclp is urgently needed ; if a fabrica-
tion, tht originators of it descr-c a punishnîeat that
can be fei.


