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condition of the peoplo of God in this world, and " the smoking flax must be quenched.  The hands ! they are rebuked of him. 4'l‘hc)- ut least shoug

of God's procedure with them, und of us results,
aro uftke scnpturad, clear, uud foraible. ‘fhey

hiave ull the appearanice of coming from un expes

rimental acquamntance with the luws and disci-
pline, the prvileges and hopes of God's faunly.
Wo perecive from the English copy before us, that
it hus had o wide circulation ut home, s it pur-
ports to be of tho cighth thousand, and is dated
1816, Mz Carter, of New York, hus repruted o,
and we doubt not that it will be cirealated by thoue
sunds uleo on this side of the Aduntic. My it
prove o word in scason tomany weary souls!  We
gove tho contents and the preface to the book

The Family ; ‘Uhe Fumly Lafe; ‘The Family
Badgo; 'I'he TFamily Discipline 5 The Funnly
Rods s The Typess The Proving 5 The Rebuking
The Purifying ; ‘1he Arousiyg 5 ‘Flic Solemmeany ;
‘T'he Warning 5 ‘The - Recollections 3 The Consolas
tion 3 ‘The Mternal Resuits.

We give the preface ut present, as a key to the
design of the whole; and a fuir specimen of the
style, and we will probably retumn to the volume ut
vome future opportunity.

s It is no cisy mutter to write u book for the fa-
mily.of God. Yet it is for them that these thoughts
on chastisement are written. -

They way be found not unsuitable for the
younger brethren of the Man. of Sorrows. For
the way is rough, and the desert blast is keen.
Who of them can say aught regarding thar pros.
pects here, save that tnbuiation awaiteth them in
every pluce as they pass along?  This they must
know. and prepare for, grasping more firmly at
every step the gracions hand that is leading them
on to the kingdom, and looking up for guidunce to
the loving cye that rests over them with the fond.
est vigilanee, ever bright and ever tender, whether
in shadow or insunshine, whether amid the crowds
of busy life, or in the solitude of the lonely way'.

It is, then, to the membens of this family that
this Jittle volmine is offered. “‘I'hey may find in it
something which may not merely interest them,

-but may slso meet their cuse; something too in
which, perhaps, they may recognise not the voce
of a stranger, but of @ brother—*a companion in
tribulution and in the kingdom and paticuce of
Jesus Christ”  For the tones of the suffesing
brotiierhiood on carth have something in them too
peculinr not to be instinctively recoguised.  Itis
said of Arabiun uis thut they are all plaintive.
‘They ali touch some melancholy chord,-as if the
wail of the desert echo were the key note of cach
melody. It is m some meisure thus with the
children of the kingdom,—while sojourners in this
wilderness of earth,
 *Their voice is ever soft,
Gentle and low.”

Sorrow has smoothed away its harshness, and
breathed gentler fecling into its tones.  “L'rue, it is
the voice of gladncss, for it is the voice of the fur-
given: but still it is-sorcowing gladness, calm and
scrious joy. ‘Their peculiar lot as followers of a
hated Lord, and their peculiur circumstances as
standing ‘in the midst of a doomed und dying
world, have wrought into theirspirit a decp though
scretic, solemnity of expression, alike in look and
voice. Hence the instinctive recognition among
the brotherhood, not only of the fumily look, but of
the fumily tones, )

Itis of fumily concerns that we are to speak,
and in these cach member has a common interest.
‘Tho * houschold of fuith” hus many concerus, and
not the least of theso are ity sorrows.  ‘Ihese are
the Jot of .all; and there is no member of the
houschold but has his share in thesé, either in
personal saffering, or in helping to bear the burden
of others. :

What is now written may he found suitable to
all, whether actually under chastisement or not.
It is, however, presented gpecially to those who
are “ in heaviness through manifold temptations,”
suffering the rcbuke of the Lord passing through
fire and through waiter, ¢ with a{fiction laid upon
their loins.”” The bruised reed must not be breken;

closed duor.

thut han s down must be Etwd up, and the feob'
kuves confirmed 3 that which iy lame must not be
turned out of the way but rather heated. :

OQur desire is to niinister 9 the saints in the con-
solution und wdmonition of the Lord,  We would
seck to bear their bunlens, to bind up their wounds,
and to dry up at feast some out of their many
team.  ‘T'o comfort those that mourn is not only to
actin obedience to the comtuand, “ hear yeone
another's burdens, and so fulfil thie Taw of Christ ;"
it ix to walk by the side of Jesus in his visits of
merey to his suftering saints on carth § nuy, it is to
be fellow workers with _the Holy Ghost as - the
Church's Comforter in alt her tribulations und dis-
tresses.

Of these things the worid knows little. Tt sym-
pathies are not with the suinty, cither in their sor-
row or ther joy.  Family concerns, and especially
funnly greets, are pot for stingers to stermeddle
with, They are tings too high for them,  And
how shuil they undentand them so long us they
remain without ! ‘They must first come in, and
take their place among the chudren | eath the
paternal roof. And what should stay them?  ‘Pheé

“gate stunds open duy and night.  ‘They would be
welcomed in with the

ndhiest grectings of love.

But though stanang afar off' from’ the suints,
and unable to mingle its sympathies with theirs,
still the world hus sorrows of its own, decp und
many. 'Fo grieve, and yet have no comforter; to
be wonnded, and yet huve sto healerj to be weary,
and yet know no resting pluce ; this is the world's
hard {ot.

Yet it is a sclf-chosen one.  God did not choose
it for them.  ‘They choose it for themselves,  God
invites, nay, pleads hard with them to quit it, yet
they will not. Wretched as it is, they et prefer
it to the friendship of him with whom their heart
is at enmity, and whose presence is to thema gloom
and terror. Yet he continues to entreat them. He
docs not let them -alone.  'Ihe ¢ many sorrows”
which compass them about are his muny messoges
of yrace, hiz unwearied knockings ut their fust-
He writes ¢ vanity” upon the crea-
ture, ¢ weariness and veaation” npon ‘earth’s best
delights, that men may not place their confidence
in these. Most mercifully does he hedgge them
about with disappointment of every form, that they
may ift their eyes ubove this cmth, und beyond
these hicavens, to the enduring blessedness that is
at his right hand for cver.  With what Kinduess,
thoagh with sceming severity does he ‘mar their
best friendships, that he may attract them to the
communion of his ewn far better and cloverasting
companionship!  With what compassion dces he
break in upon reir misguided attuchinents, tht
he may d aw them away from earth, and bind

them to hunself by the more blessed ties of his own

fur sweeter love!  With what tenderness does he
tear asunder the bonds of brotherhood and kindred,
that he may unite them to himself i far dearer
and cternal 1clationship ! With what merey does
he overthrow their proxpects of worldly wealth, and
bring down their hopes of carthly power and great-
ness, thut he may give them the heavenly treusure,
and mauke them a “ royal priesthood” to himsclf in
the glorious kingdom of his Son® With what love
docs he ruin their reputation among men, breaking
in pieces their good name which wus their. idol,
that he may show them the vanity of human
pra'se, leading them to desire the honour that
cometh from God, to kuow that in his fuvouris
life, and that the light of his couutenanco is the
very sunshine of heaven ! .

Oh thut a weary, broken-hearted world would
lcarn these lemons of grace!  Oh that they wou'd
taste and sce that God is good! Let them: but
come home to him. e will not mock them with
shadows, nor feed them upon husks.  He will sa-
tisfy their craving souls ; he will tum their mid-
night into noon; he will give then beauty for
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of
praise for the spirit of heaviness, tuut they may be
called trees of righteousncss, the planting of the

rd, .

Let the world, however, regard God's dca]in;z
with them as they may; let ot “the children”
deepise tho chastening of the Lovd, nor faint when

o aew

.
kuuw the mieaning of his actings tow ards them, fe!
they know wuseer. The world may misunde.,
stand his rebuken, or put an unkind constructiog,
upon them ; they cannot, for they know that & Gz
is love ) i

The thouglts thut follow are designed to am,
them in inte:preting God's ways j=—not mezly ni
g comfort ander trinl, Lut in drawing pioﬁ.‘
fiom it. I have at least attemptud to contribug
soncthing towurds this end. 1 have done what)'
could, rather than what 1 would.  But it may b,
that the Head of the tanily will own it, and sen!
it with his own blesding to” the scuttered mendes
near and far. He knows that they ueed sonte see,
words in scuson s and that, i thickening sirns de
ceive noty they will ere long need them more, 1y
T:u'ch a case even this little vohisne may be help
A i

1t is written in much weakness, and with many
sins to mar it unud what trials, it is of litle me
ment for a stranger to learn, It is written by one
who is sceking  himself to profit by triad, anc
trembles lestit should puss by us the wind oveg
the rock, leaving it as hard as ever; by one why
wonld fain in every sorréw draw near to God, the
he mny know him more, aid who 15 not univitling
to confexs thut as yet he knows but little.”

MEETING OF THE PRESBYTERY Of
: HAMILTON.

The ordinary mceting of the Presbytery of Ha
milton took place on the 13th of October, ut whick
about the nsual number of mmisters and clders .
tended.  "Tho business wasalmost wholly of a mis
sionary hature.

Dr. Ferrier reported as to the station at Duna
ville, which ho had visited. Ho gave a vy f:
vourable apinion of the state of the congregation,
and eapressed the hope thut they would weet with,
every possible encouragement from the Preshytesy’
and eapressed his intention of ‘sgmn visiting  then
in the courso of the winter.  Dr. F.-ulso reported
as to the stations in the township  of Wulpole, un
der the charge of Mr. Bethune, missionury, whos
services he stated 1o be most eflicient and aecept
uble.  Me also reported as to Onvida, a very pioe
msing station jn - his’ own” neighbourhood, wher
four elders and three deacons hud been ordained:
and stated that, es it was the desire of the peaple.
he was willing to undertuke the churge of thy
station for a time; which the Presbytery mes
cordially agreed to.

‘T'he Rev. Robert Lindsay, of Ayr, brought th
claims of the Presbyteriaus in the township of Nie
sousi befure the Presbytery. Tl case was refer
red, with a reconumendation to give them eves
encouragement, to the western Commiltee of ke
Presbytery. :

Mr. Mair, who, during the pendence of his ap
plication for being received us u minister of ths
church, has been, in accordance with the Act
Synod, pluced by the Presbytery on the list &
missionarics ut thoe disposal of the Synod's Home
Mission Conunittee, reported us to stations at Jar
vis, Walsingham, und Honghton ; from the forme
of which places un application wus presentsd
along with a list of the contributors to the misna
fund, for a stated supply of missionary Jaboz
The case was referred to the Home Mission Conr
mittee.

An application was_given in from Woolw.d
congregation to have the sucrament of the Lo
Supper dispensed there so soon as couvenicrt
which was ugreed to, and Mt McGregor, o
Guclph, was appointed to discharge thisduty (px)
on the 3rd Sabbath of December.

A memorial from Lake Shore road; Owen'
Sound settlement, to be organized as a congregr
tion, independent of the other stations with whid
it is now ussociated, was given in and read.  The
‘memorial was received, but, after deliberating, &
was resolved, thut there appears to the Pesbytery
no object 10 be attiined in dividing the congregs
tion of Sydenham, which must be regarded in the
mcean time 28 one missionary field ; but that whes
ever any one section ‘of the settlement is prepared



