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Dreepin' on the drookit yird,
Fa's the ivcaric rain

Clouds comce curliui doon the Mil,
?%ist creeps up again.
liea bre'atl o' Ilailsolle liu-
Caller air there's nanc;

Nature sabs iersel' aslepi
Owre the yeir byglane.

Buît îhere's liclit P' the slueilin-g,
And lici P the I la'.

And thierc's mnusic and dancing
For great Ind for snia';

For Ane's catît' aniang us
1'rae realins faîr awa,

And the Bairn thiat s borni
Is the lîrîther o' a'.

-o-

How Christmas is Observed in

Germany.

Perliaps in no other coîuntry do we find so lunnch of the
truc Christmas spirit as in cii erî;uy. 11ut. delighît in tîme
day is wtit confincid to any set or class, b)ut ils celebration is

-. universatl. Eveni afitLr tce ciii!drein have kift the homle, the
'ýoid pteople continue to celchrate il. For wecks luciore the
day arrives, it is the gener.-l îc.pic oi coniversition. Thle
papcers zire s0 full of it as almoitst to ewvlude aIl1 otier news.

In tic cits evervtIing is lînsile and stir. lThe side-
wilks -ire nearly oh)striscicd hY iti nuincrous bontdis, pre.
side.d over by tîte gaîlv dre.'-ýd 1)1'ils litre can be
round curios froin ail palis or Ille voîIld. Evcry ava1ilable
liol, and corner is filkcd mith (*Ihri>sîn..s isi nil.h looks
as ilhotigl a forest lind growni up lîy niagic ii te licart of
the city.

Ili the confectioncrv wvindowvs you sce tîte cho'-oliîc !lip)
pers ont of wlàiclî St. Nicholas is suppoeed to feed ]lis
s et'i d. Thic fancy cakhes are als a special fcainre f a:
man :hîristumas. They are cul in 1orniîs Ia represent cals,
dogs .-und horses, cows, clclplîa. tigers &c anîd arc plac-
cd %ipon the trecs.as decorations. Thev are about as indi-
gestiblc as the real anitals wouli lic.

Going up and lowii t strecls ci tlle -;,y arc Imnds of
peatsant children, whli go iroiti houNe io bouise. siî i Uir
Cliristmas carols -iiidgrateflliv rectviuug titi î>canies tiîrown
front thc windows -tlovc.

About a wcek berore Chiiînuai.s Si. Niclitolis viils the
honmes w'itit lus basket of frut and candIcs %ni( ]lis buindie
oi.bircb swiîcltcs, to itîquire iin:o Ille conduct of tic chl-

dren. One question hce always asks: " Can the childrcn
say their praiycrs ?" If they cannot, lie givcs thin a swich.
ing and sotnegood advice for the coming ),car. 'lo those
wlîo know their prayers lie gives the candy -ind nuts. As
the day draws near the enîlîusiasm increases. Little Ger-
man children ail over the ]and are busy fashioning presents
for their parents, while the eiders arc planning for their
amusement. Titere is always a nîysterious roomi froin
whiclî the clîildrcn are exciuded, and into which niany
curious packages go.

l'le Germians have thre days whicli they celebrate-
called firsî, second and third Christmias. 'ie first Christ-
mias is our Christmnas cve. Thtis is the children's day, Ali day
long t "liaus frau " lias been bîîsy preparing ail kinds of
Gernman dishes for the grand dinner in the cvening. This
is ar exceedingly busy day, but at about six o'clock thc
Ma (j lime bcgins. 'l'ie Christmîas trce bias been decorated,

anid the ntany candles uponi ils branchecs are-lighited up un-
tilit i respiendent with tinsel and iiglits. AIl the animais
of Noahi's Ark are represented b>' the littie cakes hanging
froni ils branches. At the top) of the tree is a large star-
the Star of Bethlehien-and somcewhcre on the tree or bc-
lowv i is the Christ Child in 1-lis cradle. ThIe presents ire
tiot on tetre, but below il or on tables in the roomn.

%%lienî ail is iii rcuidiness the door is thrownr open and
the bell is run- for Uie children, and no sccond bl-l is
ncedcd. They irst inspeet and admire the beautiful tre,
-nd then the prescrits are distributcd. Laiter the children
gatîter in a serni-circlc around il, and sing the Lbcautiful
Chîristmas carols that thcy hanve been tauglit, for the Ger-
milns ail love and understand good mîusic. The dinner
then follows, and, ailler a ple.isant evenling, the irst Christ-
nias is en(lCd.

'lhle second Christmias is a ver>' different day, In the
nîorniing the cltildren givi: their presents to tîteir parents;
tnany of the presents have taken days of patient toit, for
iîtese gufis arc muade andi not boughut. Thtis day is a relig-
ions hoaliday. Tliose wlîo attend churchi no other day of
the ytearti'ii lie presetit on this day.

Th'le third Chîristmnas, Dec. z6, is inucli like Sundav, but
ending %vithî ninny balls and cntcrtainnients at the thecatres
and oiir public halls

OgirIN OF Till-' CIMSTMAS TRI-*IE.

iThe <;Ctrmax -Christmnas trce mas at first ridiculed by
otîter nitions. tint it lias "radunlv worked its way inito

Rub ber Bails,
Base Balis,

~...-mCricket Bats, etc.,
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