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CREFORM” IN A GSEAT CHY.

There ‘will :be no end of laughter in
Greater New York over Seth Low’s Te-
ception of the néws of Coler’s great ‘plur-
ality in the city. “I am much gratified
at the resu't of the electjon,” said Mayor
Low. He clearly is able to discover
causes for gratification to which most
men 3n.. his absurd position would be
blind. -.

The vote in New York stamps Mr. Low
as a bungler or a weakling, or both. Aund
it ghows- that: iexil a.poor. politician. That
alond wﬂd ﬂd’ bé fatal; but his sincerity

arfaig "the accusing evidence is

dam il

Under> m.%e nbons and gem-
blmtwwlnil -other - resorts, were
ope M rious that they paid
the ﬁﬁ?’ ‘thwpﬁkrant violation of
the Jaw.--But the. "exchange - of  bribes
ammgﬁxe compt;snocsoeenwsae
the  ‘conditions which follow, and these
condmom existed and do exist under the
Low hdmms'tutwn.

The Evenmg Post, w!nch opposes Tam
many, says:

“Mayor Low solemnly promised to
remedy the police. conditions in this city
if elected. Such .improvement as there
has been 15 of the slightest, and whatever
his reasons, Mr. Low continues to retain
in office an. mmp&tﬂnt commissioner,
and- seems ready to give up the task -of

polloenfonn as hopeless. Dives, brothels,
gamblms i ish with police con-

nivance @8 betore and_violations of the
liquor. Jaw  comtinge: « In Brooklyn a rep-
utable :cform organization reports things
worse than under. Devery.”

1f this were :mere campaign accusation
it ‘would -amount to little, but the sting
_in it.is the sfing of truth. The mayor
could “close the saloons and the gambling
houses‘ in ‘an hour—if he wished. The
pohce can ‘do 4t in half an- hour—have
done it often in _tl\ne hme:th takes to pass

the -word “elong- the line.”

The Post éays “only vigor and backbone{.

in fhe City Hall and Police Department
can_insure SHCCeSS . for the cause of de-
ceney and honesty ? and it is true. Low,
the event proves, was elected under false
pretences.: ~He has permitted, even en-
courdged, the ¥i olation ‘of the liquor
license law. . The law is not a good one.
But, as Rooseve,lt said, until it is changed,
it should be enforced.

Low is quite as much responsible for
the* vm]ahtm of the law as Van Wyck
was. " His gratification ‘at the result of |
the elections is not likely to last very
long. ,

The , pasii which, campromlsea with dis-
honesty:hnd nvice: for’ partisan purposes
is it to'rdie) and New York has found
thut Demétals, Republicans, and fo-call-
ed Betormeri “'have alike been guilty of
doing jast thag ‘But Low is the greater
sinner in the light of the hopes awakened
by has ant&elwuen promwes

THE UNIVERSITY.

One feature of the discussion excited by
Professor Riley’s: lecture on “Some- Econ-
mic Aspects of the Coal Strike” is not to
be overlooked—the actual value to the
University of the publicity attending the
new professor’s treatment of a problem of
general interest.

It was neither to be expected mor hoped
that such an_ address would awken no
criticism.. It is indeed Tather a matter for
congratulation that it attracted consider-
able criticism, since nothing could have
been wonse than a silence - which would
have stamped .the lecture as requiring nio
word :of comment favorable or otherwise.

But it is @ mistake to intenpret Profies-
sor ‘Riley’s apalysis of the eituation in
Pennsylvania as hopelessly biased in favor
of -the employers of labor, It escapes that
standpoint just as it escapes being a Te-
production of the common plea for the
miners as a class hopelessly down trodden
and helpless.

No one seriously questions the necessity
for and the ibenefit of labor organizations’
in Pennsylvania or elsewhere as an offset”
to possibly unjust nnd ungestionably
powerful combinations of capital.

Professor Rlley has sinned in the eyes |

of some critics by not announcing his dis-’

covery of the millenium. Perhaps he/|
slmpty ad,rmrs his inability to recast con-

ditions and make them immediately favor-,
able .to eternal amity between the man.
with the niillion and the man with the,

pick. If he does so. 3t s mot easy to
question his wisdom, with reason.
He'is to be praised for setting a.smde
the moue popular view of the coal strike
whieh he- ‘might gusily have embraced, and
wade a good case for,had he been desirous’

-Weekly Tele-§

{ Jamaica.

ma] plea_dmg It is easy to “ipile up the
agony” and show (apparently) that capital
is always wrong and unjust —a style of
address aptly termed “playing to the gal-
lery”—but it is cheap and it lacks the
sobriety of view we expect in a professor
of economics. Professor Riley did not go
astray although the . femptation, to a

‘ smaller man, might have been irresistible.

Meantime it is apparent, and profitably
50, that the University of New Brunswick
is beginning to receive the recognition it
his long deserved, a recognition which
show'd be followed by an increased at-
tendance and additional consideration at
the hands of public men. >

CONFERENCE  COMMENT.
There is much to be aid for the com-
| ment on the Colonial conference made by
the Toronto. ‘Telegram, one of the Con-
servative jourmalse which does not always
take a narrow vuew The Telemm saye
‘m part:— %

Brhndhnmtynaapmtwudeuthe
‘world, free as the air, and its strength
cannot be written into the exacét terms of
a legal dooument.

Distance may lend enchantment to Brit-
idhers’ views of each other. To imme-
diately organize the British empire into
one harmonious whole would be to create
a system whose workings would emphasize
the many points of difference. A hard
and fast imperial bond would be a poor
substitute for the present voluntary sys-
tem, whose freedom emphaasizes the great
points of umion among alt the British
peoples.

Spirit  is more than form, and if the
spirit be kqpt alive there will be no need
to arrange in advamce for the methods of
mamfesmmg that apirit. True imperialism
is not set back by the failure of the Col-
onial conference to embeody the imperial
apirit in a world-wide system of tariffs or
governments. The patriot who does most
Lfor Canada does most for the empire. The
best Canadian is the best imperialist. If
each part is strong the whole can not be
weak.

The Toronto Star pays its compliments
$o the British war secretary, who it says
gave “gensitive young Canada its worst
bump” by eaying “the troope we sent to
South “Africa cou!d not stand against the
trained armies of Europe.” “May be they
could not and may be they could,” says
the Star, and continues:— “

Mr. Brodrick knows as much about xt
as we do, and no more. Three years ago
he felt sure the Boers would not stand
against the trained soldiers of Great Brit-
ain,but they did (?)and the Canadians stood
up totheBoerswellenough Mr. Brodrick
cannot scare us by talking about the
trained soldiers of Europe as he could
have done before the Boer war. Our men
held their own in the catch-as-catch-can
fighting in South Afm and, mspnte of
all the tacticians of Euwpe that is the
kind " of fighting that will develop when-
ever nations go to war hereafter. That
bemgso,t.henerveofﬂ:e(hmd:anmﬂ_
stand him.in.good stead if he is ever com-
rpelled again to go to war. L
" If the Star means that our men are as
good as the best, it is right. ‘Our men-
have proved the stuff of which they are
made.

But Mr. Brodrick, it would appear, did
not intend to question their nerve.. Cer-
tainly he, would be foolish to do so. He

would have the advantage of long train-
ing and discipline. It is not likely that our
men will ever fight except as volunteers.
And as volunteers they would have no
reason to fear the conscripts of Europe,
whom they would excel in courage, initia-
tive, endurance and intelligence.

But at present we have no intention of
fighting. War is a bad business and we
do not undertake it idly. The advice of
Polonius is good enough for us, and he
said to beware of getting into a quarrel,

fellow sorry he had not kept the peace.

AN ANNEXATIONIST REBUKED.

Canadians are but lazily -interested in

4§ the manner in which the American dem-

agogues and mewspapers. dispose of tlieir
future from time to time, for Canadians
know full wall ®that their future is in
their own hands. Probably the people of
Jamaica feel the same way. Yet it is re-
freshing to read how a gentleman (?) in
Jamaica, who has just presented the island
and its unsuspecting people to the United
States, has been rebuked for his gift and
the manner in which he offered it.

He wrote to. the Brooklym Eagle teiling
of the alleged annexation sentiment in
Kingston, whereupon that sane -journal,
commenting upon his letter, says “the an-
nexation project will be long in assuming
such a shape as either to justify en-
couragement here (in the United States),
or to require discouragement in Great
Britain!” Long indeed-

The Eagle thinks if Jamaica desired a
change Britain would not stand in her
way and she would turn naturally toward
the United States. This feeling is
patural to one who does mnot know
The fact is that while Jamaica
might join Canada her white inhabitants
are so thoroughly British in sentiment,
sympathy and viewpoint they would be
repelled at once by American customs,
spirit and methods.

There are some American traders.in
Jamaica who naturally telk annexation.
They -control much of the fruit i-nd-usqry

let them talk.?That is all.

And now as to Canada. It seems the
Eagle will not join the New York Sun
in annexing us. Far from it apparently.
It says:

The annexation proposition in reference
to other British possessions in this hemi-
sphere is now, and will likely remain for
yvears, quiescent. /If the complete union of

of making a popular” lecture by a httlel

-or less, Tt i¢

meant probebly that the armies of Europe.

but, having got into one, to make the otheT {e

and the islanders take their money and:

the ¥nglish speaking portions of the]mosr anxious that the
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Northern continent is ever rea.hzed, i fW-lllv
be accomplished without bloodshed -and
wunder an agreement satisfactory to the
three great: pnrhes to- the bargain. No
permanent union other than a mutually
voluntary one is ever possible between this
country and Canada, and those who main-
tain othenwise are either hopelessly ignor-

ant of public sentiment on the other slde‘

of the line or shamelessly demagogic in
catering to certain elements on this.

If the Eagle added that Canada’s
plans do not include any sort of union
with the United Staes, the article would
suit us very well. Its tone is moderate
and sensible and will be thoroughly dis-
tasteful to the demagogues to which it re-
fers.

THE BRITISH PREFERENCE

The statement of the negotiations or
exchange of views at the Colonial Con-
ference given out recently by the Hon.
W. 8. Fielding must have satisfied evea
the dreamers of the folly of the stories
set afloat previous to the lasti general elec-
tion to the'effect that Canada could have
enjoyed for the asking a preference for
her| products in the markets of Great Bri-
tain. We wwere .told that if Sir Wilfrid
Laurier had offered the Canadian . pref-

erence in exchange, instead of giving that|
preference as a free will offering, that]

the British statesmen would have grant-
ed a similar boon to the products of Can-
ada. Sir Wilfrid did more at the recent
conference without any such results.

on British products enteri Canada if

in return Great Brifain could entertain

the idea of a similar preference on Can-
adian products entering ‘Great Britain.
But ‘Mr. Chamberlain: could hold out no
hope of any such 'exchange.

1t is well at ledst to <disabuse: the minds
of any who may ‘have entertained a con-
trary-idea.. This matter -of  tariffs and
trade preference! is-more than:a Sentiment
matter of affectinig the
busmess m,eraﬁts of a cou.ntry, and Great
Bntam, in, tbe opinion of her statesmen,
could not afford the imposition of even a
trifling preferential duty on wheat or a'n‘y-.,
other item of her food eupply for the
sike of benefiting the small share of 1t
which comes from Canada. The idea is
simply not practicable. It may be in the

wears to come when Canada has become

the granary of the home land, that senti-
ment and business judgment will no long
er be at variance. In the meantime Can-
ada has benefitted more than Great Bri-
tain hae from the preference on British
imports into, this country. It has in-
creased by many millions the trade be-
tween the mother land and Canada, but
it has to a much larger extent done its
part in interesting the British people in
this important colony and increasing our
sales of Canadian products in the mother
land. In addition it has had a material
effect in lowering the cost to our people
of goods not only of British! manufacture,
but the cost of all goods similar and kind
to the imports from Great Britain. This
is one of the practical results of the erld-
ing tariff. e : 4

THE CABINET.
' ‘1t appears tovbe settied that Mr. Pre-
foptaine’ Will become - Minister of Marine
today and that Mr. Sutherland will suc
ceed Mr. Tarte ae Minister of Public
Works. Mr. Brodeur who, it is thought,

could have had a portfolio had he désired {
remain {\

it, ‘apparently has decided . to
Speaker of the House.

The arrangement decided upon will be
satisfactory to the Liberal party at large
and to the interests in Ontario and Que-
bec, which are immediately involved. The
bitter stnigglb whxch it was prophaled
by ememies’ qf the ‘administration, would
follow, the netlrenwnt of Mr, Tarte, has
not materialized. -INot - even the Tory
prophets bélieved it would™ aterialize.

Mr. Prefontaing’s.acceptange.of a cab-
inet position will vacate the eonstituen-
cies of Maissonneuve and Terrebonne for
both of which he was eleeted, as he has
not decided which he would sit for. At
fifty, Mr. Prefontaine is at his best. He
has long been in the public eye, and his
honesty and ability are acknowledged.
He was mayor of Montreal for four years
and was alderman for nearly a score.

Mr. Sutherland leaves the Marine and
Fisheries Department for that of Public
Works. His political opponents alone
will quarrel with the selection. Mr.
Sutherland will not find Mr. Tarte’s shoes
any too large for him. In view of the ease
with which the cabinet changes have been
made, and the general satisfaction with
which they wiil be regarded by Liberals,

the recent hysterics of the Tory news-? and. Ynaw posxtlve]y that the medium is

1 masquerading as “the late lamented” is

papers appear more foolich than ever.

FRANCO-SPANISH ALLIANCE.

The poseibility of an entente cordiale
between France and Spain has been very
much discussed in the Buropean press dur-
ing the past months. It is underatood
that the French government has expreased
a desire to carry out thé convention of
1882, which stipulated the comstruction of
two new railways through the Pyrenees.
One of these lines was to run from Sara-

gossa in Spain, to Oloron, in France, via/

Huesca and Canfranc. The other was
from Lerida to St. Girons, in Ariege,
through the valley of Noguera Pailaresa.

Until the pregent time France hag done
nothing towards the coastruction of the
lines to the proposed international tunnels
near Campos, in Upper Aragonm, and the
upper valley of the Noguera Pailaresa.
Spain has completed the Aragonese rail-
way from Saragossa to the tunnel at
Campos and has located the Lerida-
Noguera line.

From a commercial standpoint Spain is
Aragonese line

He
suggested a still more material preference‘

.hould be ﬁmahed, as its completion would
greatly extend that ceuntry’s trade.

On the other hand, the Lerida-woguera
line would be of great commercial advan-
tage to France. It would enable the rail-
ways in Southern France to connect with
several of the Spanish railways along the
Mediterranean and the interior of the
Peniinsular, and also enable them to make
quicker, communicaticn with the Spanish
ports nearest Algeria and thé Straits of
Gibraltar.

It is understood that Frenuh capitalists
are now prepalvd to finance these projects
so that they may be completed at once.
This is thought, in diplomatic circles, to
be the preliminary etep in a political
rapprochement between the two natioms.
France js hopeful that, when the time
for the break-up in Moroceo arrives Spain
will support her in aanexing that sultan-
ate to her African possessions.

It is probable, however, when the break-
up occurs, that Britain will have some-
thing to say what nation shall poscess the
African shore of the Straits of Gibraitar
It is almost imperative that no other
European nation but Britain should have a
foothold on the Straits, otherwise the
value of Gibraltar as a great fortress would
be very much depreciated.

The  diplomatic flirting. of France aad

Spain is being carefully’ n_bsewed and. the
arrying out of theé convention of+1882 is’

believed tubeoneorfﬁ:eﬁmnem in a
political mpprwhement Wen these
nations.”

)

HUNBARIAN EMIGRATION,

* The reeent bill introduced in the Hun-
garian Parliament empowering the govern-
ment to route emigrants through the port
of Fiume mentioned in Saturday’s des
patches will, if passed, undoubtedly strike

a heayy blow at the North Atlantxc steam-

ship lines and prove -an important, factor
in diverting emigration travel from its

faccugtomed channels; Fiume is one of
 the chief Austro-Hungarian ports on the
' Adriatic, *in Croatia, principally notable

from the American standpoint as the en-
trepot of the Standard Oil Company in
Southeastern Europe. Last year 70,941
Hungarian émigrants passed through Ham-
burg, Bremen, Rotterdam and Amntwerp
-bound for America. Tn addition quite a
volume of Hungarian emigration passed
through British ports. Much of this
travel wilt undoubtedly be diverted south-
ward  to the Atlantic if the bill passes.
Nor is' this all. Fiume with proper steam-
s;up facilities would bé. the matural port
of  departure for the.emigrant travel of
Galicia, Roumania, Croatia,Slavonia, the
Balkan states and Northern Italy.

The aim of this feature of the Hungar-
ian emigration bill is?évidently the build-
ing up of Fiume as a national port and
the maintenance of ‘th¢ most modern
steamship: (commummm between. . Am-
erica .and Austm-ﬁunsmy., What, effect
this will have aon :the present winter’s
trade is .not ye% appa?tent, bnt it would
seem ‘that S the :bill passes, ag-it pmbably
will, that it is too late 0 .enable the
Hunganan gm‘r'ém‘menﬁ" fo div‘eit this ‘win-
ter's traffic from ‘the North Atlantic
potts' Tt bids fair for the future, how-
ever, to ‘materially change the routing of
the large volume of emigration from the
various provinces of Austro-Hungary.

A DANGEROUS CULT.

The death of Mrs. Mary Fox Smith,
the last of the originators of modern
spiritualism, is" chronicled, and: has lead
naturally to a renewed criticism of the
cult with Wwhich the pame Fox is identi-
fied. That the cult is a dangerous one
because of the deceptions which have
grown up ‘&ince. spiritualism obtained a

footing in America is not to be doubted.}

No_ matter how absurd any theory iy it
may find a following. The adherents of
spiritualism, have been remarkable for the
exposures they have survived and their
readiness to eay and believe that the
fakirs ehould mnot be permitted to dis
credit honest believers.

This is true, but had any of the present
religious denominations suffered from
chicanery and deception to the same ex-
tent that epiritualism has they would
scarcely have survived the attack.

That there are honest Spiritualists no
one doubts who has attended, for in-
stance, & so-called materializing seance,
but .that the hone&t persons were .the
dupes on such occasions must ‘have been
at once apparent and lamentable.

To see old men and -women, trembling
and garnest, greeting departed relatives
and - frlends in the parlor of a medium,

to be amazed at the credulity of those
who cling blindly to their faith. There
is mo meaner form of deception and it is
g0 common and has been so often ex-
posed, one wonders how it is possible that
gpiritualism musters the army of follow-
ers it unquestionably has today in the
United States.

A TORY TRIBUTE.

Under the Caption “Good Work” the'
Toronto Telegram (Tory) says: \

Canada’s Post Office Department since
1896 is perhaps the ome department of
govérnment which thas been stimulated
by something of that spirit of efficiency
and progress which controls and exfends
every great private business.

The Laurier government has been en-
ormously .strengthened by the work of
Sir William Mulock in the Post Office De-
partment, That work on the whole is
infinitely superior to the best efforts of
any previous Postmagter- -general, Grit or
Tory

Sn' Wiliam Mulock has disclosed more

| merit as an administrator than- any pre-

decessor in past: governments or any col-

league in the present government.

If ad-
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minpistrative merit and nothing else count-
ed ®ir Williarn Mulock would be his
leader’s first and only possible choice for
the ministey. of public works.

This language must gravely displease
those Tory editors who blindly insist that
there is not, should not ‘be:and cannot
be such a man as an honest Liberal, and
that an thonest surplus under Liberal ad-
ministration is out of the question. It is
noteworthy that the Toronto World and
Mail and ' Empire, both = Conservatives,
agree with the Telegram in giving to Sir
Wiliam Mulock some measure of the
commendation "his magnificent accomplish-
ment justifies his friends in claiming for
him. g

THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT.
. The Citizeti, Délieves  in ‘giviglg -credit
where crediti as-due evep,.to ia political
oppovnent and we 'think=some  congratu-
lation is due_to Hon. Mr, "Mulock on' the
fact that he can-show even a small sur-
plus, $5,000, in the post office department
as the result of the past'year’s work. It
could only have been  accomplished by
considerable hard work and close atten-

under his charge, in which) he ‘had the co-
operation of an able staff. —Ottawa Citi-
zen (Con.)

Thi.; is hard headed common sense which
we commend to the attention of our morn-
ing contemporary.. Fhe Citizen pricks the
Sun’s empty bubble of “The bogus postal
W e mther eﬁectually.

SCHOOL MATTERS,

New Trustee Takes His Place at
Board Meeting--The Coal Ques-
tion.

The monthly meefing of the school
board Monday served to - intvoduce ‘C.
B. Lockhart, the new school tmstee, to
the other members of the board.

The resignation from the reserve staff of
Misg Lillian Beckwith was received and
accepted.

Janitor Sherwood, of ~the
school, resigned and Mr. Hill was ap-
pointed his successor.

Mrs. MdManus, janitress of St. Letera
schools, resigned and Mirs. Wal-dh was ap-
pointed.

There was some discussioa over the coal
‘supply for the winter. The soft coal has
been found to give good eatisfaction in the
furnaces, but it will not burn in self-
feeders. Several feederg have been re-
moved for th's reason and pot stoves put
in. The substitution will be continued if
found necessary.

Dr. John Mathews, pastor of the Mec-
Kendree church of Nashville (Tenn.), has
just finished the first vacation he has
taken since he entered the ministry, 57
years ago. He grleves because no ome
joined the church in the ﬁve weeks of his

absence. w

tion to the details of the department}
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Origin of “Watered Stock "

The expression ‘“‘watered stock,” which de-
scribes so well the expansion .of the stoek
of a company beyond the value of the prop-
erty, originated, it is said, in connection
with Daniel Drew, who was once the wealth-
iest and most unique manipulator in Wall
sireet. Drew had been a drover in his
younger days, and it was said of him that
before selling his cattle in the market he
would first give them large quantities of
@alt to make them thirsty and then provide
them with all the water they could drink.
In this way their weight was greatly .in-

creased and the purchaser was buying ‘‘wat-
ered stock.”’—Leslie’s Weekly :
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Great quantirties of chea.p American cigar-
ettes are being smoked by natives in India.

NEW BRUNSWICK WOMAN
LOSES LIFE BY FIBE

Woodstock, Ont., Nov. 10.—Mrs. Jane
Manzer, of Sedbourg, met a terrible death
at her home on Saturday.
absence from the house her son returned
to find her burned to death. Her body
was terribly charred and her clothes
burned entirely. off. She had evidently
been lighting a fire when her clothes
caught. Mrs, Manzer, who was 45 years
of age, came here from New Brunswick.
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