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CANADA ROBBED OF MILLIONS
IN BUILDING OF TRANSCONT
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TWENTY-FIVE MILLIONS 
LINE THROUGH

■Report of Commissioners Reveals Story of Wholesale Plunder 
and Graft, Gross Extravagance and Disregard of Inter­
ests of the Country.t INGE Philip McLeod Defeats LiBeral 

By Thirty-two Majority.DON’T CE 
Il “RF SAYS 

SHAUGHNESSY

Anÿ Step Toward Destroying 
Autonomy of Its Parts Might 
Easily Lead to Disintergra- 
ration of Whole Empire,

REPORT SHOWS GRITS KEPT SILENT Criminal Waste of Immense Sums by Libel 
Grade Line Through Part of Province 
Unproductive for Years to Come,

ils to Run High 
Destined to Be

AND PERRMITTED THE DISHONESTY. WINS IN STRONGHOLD
OF LIBERAL PARTY.'Millions of Dollars Squandered Through Ignorance and Ad­

vice of Incompetnents—Contractors Reap Rich Spoils 
By Sub-Letting Work Without Turning a Spade in Some 
Cases.

Grits Lose the Riding After 
Holding it for Fifteen Years 
—A Sorry Blow to Premier 
Murray.

only did they fa to carry out their 
contract within t e -time limit but, as 
a matter o< fact, hey did not touch It 
at all. The knei a shorter and easier 
way of getting te money. Delaying 
the work until $ ogress on adjoining 
contracts had rei oved the difficulties 
with which thej wore at first con­
fronted, thereby rendering unneces­
sary the payment of an additional pre­
mium they assis ed the whole job to 
another firm, ret inlng for themselves 
through the coni vance of the Trans­
continental (Com ilssionero, the hand­
some margin of m per cent. By this 
means $740,000 f public money was 
secured by the )ttawa firm without 
so much as “tun ng a spade" to earn

Special to The Standard.
Ottawa, Feb. 12.—That practically 

$25,000,000 of public money was wast­
ed In the construction of the National 
Transcontinental Hal way from Ed. 
rounds ton to Moncton through the 
wilds of New Brunswick, was the fea­
ture of most interest to the people 
of that province In the report, of the 
commission of Inquiry of the National 
Transcontinental 
tabled In the House today.

New Brunswlckers will remember 
that the late Hon. A. G. Blair strenu­
ously opposed the route selected for 
the Quebec to Moncton section. Not 
only did he claim that the routing 
of the line to Moncton robbed St. John 
of the golden opportunities which 
would accrue from the selection of 
that port as the Atlantic terminal of 
the new Transcontinental Railway, 
but It had the effect of running an 
expensive high grade railway through 
a portion of the province that must 
for years remain unproductive, and 
also by reason of natural difficulties 
encountered add materially to the cost 
of the undërtaklng.

Not only was gross incompetence 
shown in the routing of the railway, 
but also absolute dishonesty In the 
way of overclasslflcation. Through 
this practice tfcp report estimates that 
hundreds of thousands of dollars have 
been wasted or stoloik j

The one concrete example of delib­
erate graft contained in the report 
and it referred to Ontario rather thari 
New Brunswick, was the case of the 
M. P. and J. T. Davis Company, who 
were awarded contracts for districts 
north of Lake Nlpegon and who were 
paid at a very high rate as an induce­
ment that they should promptly com­
plete the work allotted to them. Not

London, Feb. 12—"You could easily 
smash the British Empire In a day’s 
debate in parliament If you tried*to 
Interfere with the autonomy granted 
to its various parts," was the gist of 
the reply given today by Lewis Har­
court, secretary of state for the colo­
nies, to the amendment moved by the 
labor members in the House of Com­
mons to the address In reply to the 
speech from the throne.

The labor members suggested that 
the government withhold Its assent 
to the bill of Premier Louis Botha of 
the Union of South Africa indemnify­
ing the South African government for 
its act In deporting the labor leaders 
after the recent general strike there.

Without defending the action of the 
South African government, Mr. Har­
court pointed out that there were on­
ly 1,250,000 whites to 5,000,000 South 
African natives who, when work had 
ceased at the mines became hungry 
and dangerous. He added:

“That is the sort

C. P, R, Not Particular What 
Decision Will Be at Wash­
ington on the Panama Tolls 
Question,

I1911, no member of the Transcontin­
ental Railway Commission had any 
experience or knowledge of railway 
building or operations. The railway 
was designed, says the report, that is, 
its standard was decided upon without 
any knowledge as to whether it was 
suitable for the country and on as­
sumptions as to business expected 
which were unwarranted.

Comparison was made of the esti­
mated cost given by Hon. W. S. Field­
ing when the bill was Introduced. He 
had declared that the total cost from 
Winnipeg to Quebec and from Que­
bec to Moncton would have been In 
the neighborhood of $61,000,000. The 
report states that on September 30, 
1911, there had already been spent 
$109.000,000 and that Gordon Grant, 
chief engineer, had then estimated 
that the road when completed, exclu­
sive of interest, $161,000,000. If the 
road is completed at this cost at the 
end of 1914 the Grand Trunk Pacific 
will commence to pay rent at the be­
ginning of 1922 on this amount, with 
$18,700,000 interest added, making an 
annual rental of $6,400,000, or $14,- 
800 a day. , ' . „Assuming that the Grand Trunk Pa­
cific Company will commence to pay 
interest on the cost of construction in 
1922. the road will have cost the 
country on that date, says the report, 
for principal and interest, $234,651,521.

(Continued on page 7)

Ottawa, Feb. 12.—"We find that the 
Transcontinental * Railway Commis­
sion, the G. T. P. Railway and those 
having charge of the construction of 
the railway did not consider it desir­
able or necessary to practice or en­
courage economy In the construction 
of this road.

“We find that without including the 
money which was unnecessarily ex­
pended in building the railway east of 
Che St. Lawrence river, $40,000,000 at 
least was needlessly expended in the 
building of this road.”

Such were in brief the conclusions 
of Lynch-Stauntou and F. P. Gutellus, 
commissioners, appointed on. Jan. 29, 
1912, to enquire into the construction 
of theJTranscontinental Railway. The 
report which comprised 300 typewrit­
ten folios and covering nearly 1,200 
pages, supplemented by plans and 
documents was tabled in the house by 
Hon. Frank Cochrane this afternoon.

A newspaper summary of the report 
was given to the press.

The commissioners state that they 
made a personal inspection of all work 
done prior to October. 1911, between 
JJoncton and Winnipeg and the evi­
dence of engineers and officials per­
sonally familiar with the w-ork of con­
struction was taken on the ground im­
mediately after the inspection.

Attention Is called at the outset to 
the fact that until the appointment of 
Major k. F. Leonard In the autumn of

Railway scandal Sydney, Feb. 13.—Yesterday, In 
of the closest contests that has 
been run in the Province of Nova 
Scotia, Philip MacLeod, the Liberal- 
Conservative candidate, defeated J. 8. 
Morrison by the close majority of thir­
ty-two votes.

The bye-election, the writ for which 
was issued on account of the vacancy 
caused by the death of A. A. Buchan- 
an, has been marked by excitement 
from the start.

The result of the election comes as 
a surprise to the people throughout 
Cape Breton but uot to those who have 
been in the country during the cam­
paign.

Mr. Morrison has represented Vic­
toria for over fifteen years in the 
House of Assembly and this is his 
first defeat.

Ottawa, February 12.—Conserva- 
fives are jubilant here tonight over 
the result of Victoria 
Cape Breton, 
strongly Liberal at last election should 
register such turnover is regarded a» 
a particularly good indication of the 
sentiment in Nova Scotia. It was 
good news.

.

Montreal, Feb. 12.—"On the con­
trary, the Canadian Pacific has never 
directly or indirectly, protested to the 
British government, or any other gov­
ernment against Panama Canal tolls, 
and the company does not care a rap 
what conclusion is finally reached,” 
This statement was made by Sir 
Thomas Shaughnessy today, after see­
ing a Washington despatch, which 
credited to Senator O'Gorman the dec. 
laratlon that the Canadian Pacific 
Railway was Inspiring the demand of 
the British government for the repeal 
of the toll exemption provision in fav­
or of American vessel owners.

I

it.
to New Bruns- 

ces to the Chip-
Of sepclal in 

wfck are the « 
man grade and the Little Salmon 
River viaduct. 4s Is well known on 
the two pusher grades the grade Is 
1.10 per cent., yet at Chipman, where 
the grade as provided for is slightly 
lower, the commissioners spent $178,- 
224 rather than permit It to be In­
creased one-tenth of one per cent. At 
Little Salmon River viaduct one and 
three-quarter .millions could have been 
saved in ten miles If the principles of 
ordinary railway construction been 
followed. The commissioners, how­
ever, neglected this important saving.

tial this saving might 
have been may be Illustrated by the 
fact that the Interest on this over ex­
penditure alone in twenty years would 
have paid for revision of the line if 
the traffic warranted such an under­
taking.

The report 
sensation here, 
dal in the history of Canada.

t>f volcano on 
which every one was sitting in South 
Africa.”

Mr. Harcourt declined to advise the 
King to withhold Ills sanction from the 
bill if it passed, and he declared that 
such advice would be entirely unjusti­
fiable. He urged the speakers during 
the debate to be careful of the sen- 
sitlvness of the self-governing Domin­
ions and to refrain from saying a word 
of derogation of an autonomous gov­
ernment.

AGE LIMITJust how

HON.MR. FOSTER 
MEETS WITH A

caused an immense 
t Is the worst scan-r, OF MINISTERS/ county, 

That riding soADRIFT FOR 
DAYS IN AN 

OPEN BOAT

MEMBERS OF THE-QUEBEC 
LEGISLATURE GUILTY

Motion to Stop Clergymen 
Marrying After Sixty-five 
Years Old Turned Down by 
Montreal Anglican Synod.

IT «lira
Messrs. Berard, Bergevin and Mousseau Found Guilty of Ac­

cepting Bribes for Putting Fair Bill Through House,
Four Fingers Badly Jammed by 

Door of Street Car—Will be 
Absent from House for Some 
Time.

Montreal, Feb. 12.—A debate on 
establishing an age limit for the mar­
riage of clergymen was a feature of 
today’s session of the Anglican Synod, 
when a motion introduced by the Rev. 
Arthur French placing the limit at 65 
was defeated.

Formerly a sum of $300 per annum 
was allowed to the widows of clergy­
men, and this was increased to $400. 
The allowanc 
was doubled

Mr. A. Labelle, the advocate in 
charge of the bill, received from the 
American detectives 
with this bill an amount of $1,557.97, 
but he declares that he neither offer­
ed or promised nor paid anything to 
any member of the legislative assemb­
ly. The evidence shows, however, that 
Mr. Labelle was aware that Mr. Mous­
seau received one or more sums of 
money in connection with the bill with 
a view to bribery.

The committee says the accusations 
made against Messrs. Bergevin and 
Berard have been justified by the evi­
dence. It has been established that 
after having in the first place refused 
thy ended by taking money in con­
nection with bill No. 168.

Quebec, Feb. 12.—Both the legis­
lative council and assembly investlga. 
tloa committees made public their re­
ports today, and, as was expected, 
Messrs. Berard Bergevin, and Mous­
seau are found guilty by their col­
leagues. The reports contain no rec­
ommendations to the house and there 

little discussion upon their find-

DAY IN YORKAmherst Defeats the Crack Pic- 
tou Rink —Eliminate Sack- 
ville Curlers—Finish Noon 
on Saturday.

in connectionLone Fisherman Picked Up at 
Sea—Oars Gone, Half Froz­
en and Unable to Signal for 
Help,

P, A, Guthrie, Government Can­
didate, and Jas. M, Scott, on 
Independent Ticket, Nomin­
ated Yesterday.

Special to The Standard
Ottawa, Ont., Feb. 12—Hon. George 

E. Foster mot with a very painful ac­
cident on his way home from the 
House of Commons in the early hours 
of yesterday morning. He was board­
ing a street car and the conductor, 
who did not notice that any one was 
at the door, shut It upon Mr. Foster's 
fingers. Finding that the door did not 
shut closely, the conductor made the 
most vigorous efforts to shut it, and 
Mr. Foster was unable to withdraw 
his fingers. When he was finally re­
leased, it was found that four of the 
Minister's fingers had been badly 
crushed. One o£ them in particular 
is cruelly mashed. It will be some 
little time before Mr. Foster will be 
able to be in the House.

to each child of $20 
a maximum of $160.

Mr. French raised the point of 
eleventh-hour marriages as a grave in­
justice to the fund. "In case of the 
death bed marriage of an old man to 
his nurse," he said, “he should not be 

itted to leave this annuity as a 
last illness. As a 

man gçows older he becomes more 
susceptible to the blandishments of 
his nurses.”

withwas ■ .
ing, but it is possible that their con­
sideration may be taken up next Tues-

New York, Feb. 12.—A lone fisher­
man drifting helplessly in an earless 
boat and suffering terribly from ex­
posure was picked up by the tank 
steamship Gulfoll last night about ten 
miles east of Great Round Shoal, 
which is off Nantucket Lightship. The 
vessel flashed this news by wireless 
today to its owners, the Gulf Refining 
Company, while en route from Bever­
ly, Mass., to Port Arthur, Tex.

When the Gulfoll bore down on the 
dory the form of the fisherman was 
discovered crouching below the gun­
wales to avoid the chill wind. The 
man, when he was able to talk, said 
he was one of the crew of the fishing 
schooner Teceemiaha, and that when 
off Nantucket he had lost his oars 
and drifted from the schooner without 
being able to attract the attention of 
anyone on board. The wireless de­
spatch did not aay how long he had 
drifted.

Halifax, Feb. 13—The curlers In the 
bonspiel were hard at it up to two 
o’clock this morning and the event 
will not likely be finished! before noon 
on Saturday. More surprises were 
the order of the day. Amherst de­
feated the crack Pictou rink, Cogs­
well's rink, Halifax beat out Ross of 
Sydney, and the Sackvtlle curlers 
have been eliminated. Carroll's rink, 
Pictou beat Turnbull, Sydney and 
Skip Murray, New Glasgow, outplayed 
Blenkinsop, Truro. Davidson, Halifax 
beat Dickie, Truro twelve to eight in 
the twentieth century contest

The assembly committee finds the 
evidence proved that Mr. Mousseau 
received from the American detectives 
Blddlnger and Mahoney the sum of 
$4,150 In connection with Bill 168 to 
incorporate the Montreal Fair Asso­
ciation of Canada.

memorial of his
Fredericton, Feb. 12.—Today is nom­

ination day in York by-election 
Sheriff Howe, opened his court at the 
County Court house at 10 o’clock ami 
it closed at 12 o'clock noon, aftei 
which the sheriff announced that any 
objections to nominations might be 
made before 2 o’clock this afternoon.

The first papers filed were those of 
James M. Scott, who visited the court 
room about 10.45 o’clock and filed hia 
papers. lie was accompanied by R. 
T. Baird. About an hour later Percy 
A. Guthrie, provincial government 
party’s candidate, arrived and filed his 
papers, lie was accompanied by Hon. 
H. F. McLeod, M.P., John A. Young, 
M.L.A., and others No objections 
were entered against the nominations, 
and Guthrie and Scott were declared 
by the sheriff to be duly nominated. 
The speakers included Hon. H. F. Mc­
Leod, the candidates and others.

EPIDEMIC OF SICKNESS 
HITS FRENCH ARMY MR. lEMIEUX 

IS SQIKLCHEDIDE LOADS 
IDT HIM

Scarlet Fever, Pneumonia, an d Other Serious Diseases Play 
Havoe With Troops—Hundreds in Army Hospitals.

Echo of Quebec Scandal Heard 
in Commons—Hon, Mr, Pel- 
litier's Reply Crushes Ex- 
Postmaster,

ParlL Feb. 12—Epidemic» of Bear- loet » number of men by death. The 
let lever pneumonia, cerbro-eplnal total figures were not available at the 
meningitis and scarlatina have broken war office today but the military auth- 
out suddenly In a serious form In the orltles have taken comprehensive sanl- 
French army. Today’s figures which tary measures.
ere Incomplete show that 800 soldiers The cause of the outbreaks Is said 
are In hospitals suffering from these to he the crowding of 185,000 more 
diseases at Toulon where there have recruits than usual Into the barracks 
teen forty deaths from these causes owing to the Introduction of the three 
among the troops since January 1st years term of service In the army In- 
At Nancy 500 soldiers are In hospitals stead of two and the delay In the con- 
and eight have died since January 1. structlon of new barracks on account 
At Luneville 125 men are In hospitals of controversies In the chamber of de- 
end at Rhelms 100, while many other potleê over the necessary epproprla- 
garrlsons are badly affected and have tlone.

TO COMPEL 
PRES. HUERTA 

TO RESIGN?

TO LEAVE FOR 
MEDITERRANEAN Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, Feb. 12.—An echo of the 
Quebec scandal was heard in the 
House of Commons this afternoon. Mr. 
Sexsmlth had asked certain questions 
regarding Hon. Rodolphe/ Lemieux’s 
trip, the members of his entourage, 
etc. The government, through Hon 
L. P. Pelletier, replied that the de­
partment bad no knowledge of the 
number of the servants, secretaries or 
stenographers in Mr. Lemieux’s party. 
This apparently did not satisfy the 
Honorable Rodolphe who, rising in his 
place, declared that the information 
could have ' been obtained, had the 
Postmaster General taken the trouble 
to make enquiries of the .gentleman 
who formerly was Mr. Lemieux’s pri­
vate secretary and who atill was in 
the employ of the department.

Hon. Mr. Pellltter repeated that the 
department bad no official information 
on the matter.

Mr. Lemieux, with some heat, de­
clared: "Then my honorable friend’s 
answer is not honest.”

Quick as a fish the Postmaster Gen­
eral was on his feet with the retort: 
“Its as honest as Renaud or Bergevin 
could give.” Needless to say Mr. 
Lemieux eubsided.

FHEDERIGTON BOARD 
OF HOE DINNER

Adopt Amendment to Address 
from Throne by Overwhelm­
ing Majority of Hundred and 
Eighty-eight,

Ottawa, Ont, Feb. 12—Hon. Frank 
Cochrane, Minister of Railways, has 
made arrangements to leave for the* 
Mediterranean at the end of the pres­
ent month. When he returned to OV 
tawa from the South a few weeks ago 
it was only with the intention of re­
maining until the special work of the 
session which relates to his depart­
ment was completed. The railway es­
timates will be through shortly and 
alter that Mr. Cochrane will be enab­
led to take a long rest and h Mi day.

MODE TROUBLE WITH 
WATER 11 MOITIE

OKS OF SIEGE 
EYEBYIHERE VISIBLE

Visit of Sir Cecil Spring Rice to 
Washington Gives Rise to 
the Rumor.

Hundred Business Men Pres­
ent — Civic Advancement 
and Industrial Matters Dis­
cussed by Speakers.

London, Feb. 12—The House of 
Lords today- adopted an amendment 
to the address in reply to the speech 
flrom the throne demanding a general 
election on the question of Home Rule 
for Ireland. The majority in favor 
of the amendment was 188, the vote 
for the amendment 243 against fifty- 
five.

Port Arthur a Remarkable In­
stance of Arrest of Progress, 
Hong Kong Newspaper Man 
Says.

Montreal, Feb. 12.—Mr. Alex. Ram­
say. of the Hong Kong Dally Press, 
who Is In Montreal for a few days, 
remarkable Instance of arrest of de­
velopment The ravages of the ter­
rible eelge are to he seen on every 
hand.

to the town la a large military col­
lege, and In the atmosphere of the 
Island Kingdom's success the gener­
als of tomorrow are being trained. 
How the Japanese ever got Into the 
place deeplte the Rnaelan defences le 
a matter for wonder and admiration, 
and the havoc wrought le apparent.

City Losing Between One and 
Two Million Gallons a Day on 
Account of Cracks in Intake 
Pipe.

Washington. Feb. 12.—A visit to the 
State Department today by Sir Cecil 
Spring Rice, the British ambassador, 
who la known to be dleposed to does 
and harmonious action by the United 
States and Great Britain la regard to 
Maalco, gave rise to a report that 
greater pressure will be brought to 
bear upon General Huerta soon In an 

• effort to shake hie determination to 
remain at the head of affairs In the 
Mexican capital. Officiale did not dis­
cuss the report._________

MIFFED SIX THOUSAND 
ET II FINITE

Fredericton, Feb. 12.—Upwards of 
100 business men attended the annual 
Board of Trade dinner tonight at Y. 
M. C. A. ball. President John D. 
Palmer acted as chairman, the pro­
gramme being as follows :

Civic advancement, the work of the 
Board of Trade and many other inter, 
esttng topics.

An excellent programme was carried 
out and comprised speeches by citi­
zens prominent in the work of the ad­
vancement of. this city, officers of the 
Board of Trade and others. Ryan’s 
orchestra furnished music for the oc­
casion. The Ladies’ Aid of Saint 
Paul's Presbyterian church had charge 

Thirty of the catering and served an excel­
lent repast.

The. vote on the amendment, which 
was moved by Baron Middleton, fol­
lowed strict party lines, and showed 
that the discussion of Home Rule for 
Ireland which has lasted thirty years 
has not changed the opinion o# the 
Tory majority, in the Upper House.

\

é Montreal, Feb. 12—Cracks along the 
entire length of the concrete intake 
pipe upon which more than half the 
City of Montreal depends for Its water 
supply, are producing a leakage at 
the rate of from 1.000,0000 to 2,000,000 
gallons a day. whilst the frost lasts 
there may be no great danger.

It la fleered that with a prolonged 
thaw a recurrence of the Christmas 
day breakage wil come, and the whole 
supply àgaln shut down.

Jtrviusy, France, Feb. 1»—Jean Ore, 
a young French engineer, had so 
much confidence In the safety of » 
parachute of hie own Invention that 
he ascended here today in an aero­
plane, piloted by Alfred! Lemoine, and 
on reaching a height of six hundred, 
launched himself and his apparatus 
overboard. The parachute worked per­
fectly and Ora descended gently to 
earth In thirty-nine second*.

CUNARD LINE CUTS OUT
THE QUEENSTOWN CALL.

London. Feb. 12—The Cunard steam 
ship company has decided that begin, 
nlng February 28th the Saturday mall Brockton, Mass., Feb. 12.—Joseph 
steamers will not call at Queenstown, Mlxls, Infant of Mrs. Mlxis, was burn- 
hut will, sail direct from Liverpool ed to death In a fire which destroyed 
at 2.30 instead of five o'clock In the a boarding house today.

boarders escaped with difficulty.

died from effects of cold. BABE BURNED TO DEATH.
! Mend Fells. Maine, Feb. 12.—Albert 
McLaughlin, a farmer of Oakdale, was 
overcome by the cold today while driv­
ing. fan from hie wagon, and was 
trosen to death. afternoon.
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