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The store pits, which represented
the first attempt to mine coal on a
large scale in the Pictou district
Nova Seotla, caught fire on this date
in 1832, and burned so fiercely
the mine had to be flooded with the
waters of the East river, The sinking
of the store pits in 1827 by the Gen-
arnl‘ Mining Association of London,
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THE MAIL RECORD.

The record made in unloading the
Virginian's mails at Sand Point, yes-
terday, is one that should be told of
throughout Canada, if only to refute the
slander published in the Halifax ma-
chine Grit newspapers, to the effect
that the workers in this port were less
competent to handle the mails than are
their brothers in the sister city. Hali-
fax has proudly contended that mails
landed there can be handled at the
rate of 1,000 pieces per hour. The ac-
tual time consumed in handling the
Virginian's mails, yesterday, shows
that the Halifax record can easily be
beaten in St. John,

For several days two of the Halifax
newspapers have been using consider-
able space in order to convince their
readers that Halifax is the natural
malil port, and that it is nothing short
of unwarranted effrontery for St. John
to seek a share of the business. St
John has always stood for the open
door in the mail and passenger, as well
as the freight business. The owners
of the trans-Atlantic steamship lines
have satisfied themselves that they
can better handle their frieght busi-
ness through this port and it is the
opinion of many that anything like a
fair test will show that the mail and
passenger traffic can also be handled
in winter to better advantage here
than anywhere else. Halifax naturally
wants the mail business, and if she
can prove her might to it there can be
no objection to it going there, but as
long as the Halifax Grit newspapers
stoop to deliberate misstatements ‘in
order to injure St. John, there cannot
be friendly feelings between the two
ports.

Unquestionably the development of
the Canadian trade and the necessary
improvement to the facilities of St
John and HallMfax, will result in both
ports getting all the business they can
bhandle. At the same time St. John has
a reputation to preserve, and, in the
interests of fairness, if for nothing
else, the Board of Trade should take ac-
tion to contradict the Halifax slanders.
Yesterday's mail record affords 'an ex-
cellent opportunity to nail one of
them.
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MR. HAZEN’'S GOOD WORK

In another column of The Standard
will be found an interview with Mr.
John Kelly, Inspector of Lighthouses,
in which that official deals with the
question of aids to navigation in the
Bay of Fundy. One of his statements
will be found particularly interesting.
It is that “the year just closing has
seen more work done in the way of
improving akis to navigation in the
Bay of Fundy than in the ten preced-
ing vears.” In other words, Hon. J.
D. Hazen, since he became minister
of marine, has done what his prede-
cessors in that important office failed
to do; he has recognized the import-
ance of safeguarding navigation in
every possible way and the Bay of
Fundy has come in for its full share
of attention.

In the stress of party politics good
conscientious work often passes with-
out recognition. It is pleasing to see
that such a staunch Liberal newspaper
as the St. John Globe continues to
maintain its reputation for fairness
by giving credit where credit is due.
The Globe secured the information re-
garding aids to navigation in the bay
from Inspector Kelly, and, in com-
ménting editorially on Mr. Hazen's
good work, has this to say:

“Every improvement in aids to navi-
gation makes easier the task of those
who sail the seas either in small or
large craft. The better the coast is
protected by lights, bell buoys, fog
alarms and other appliances, the less
objection can be offered by ship own-
ers to sending their vessels to Can-
adian ports. Hon. Mr. Hazen is doing
an important work in pressing the
need of these improvements on the
Lighthouse Board and the work done
indicates the e of tha
is attending his efforts.”
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SIR WILFRID'S “LOYALTY.”

-

By continued vehement assertions
Liberal newspapers seek to move
Canadians to the verge of hysteria
over the pure and holy patriotism and
Joyalty of Sir Wiltrid Laurier. There
is little need for so much Grit pro-
testing as to their leader’s sentiments
or his bellefs. Sir Wifid Laurier
may be the most loyal of patriots, and
.the most patriotic of loyalists. His
qualities of heart have not been ques-
tioned so much as his qualities of
mind. Possibly it was a disloyal
mind’s subjection of a patriotic heart
caused him to remark that not
man nor & w g0 to South

authority that the Telegraph or the
Times will hardly dare to repudiate:

“Europe is an armed camp. Its
leading nations spend from a third
to a half of their reveoues in mu-
nitions of war. 1 don't be-
lieve any one of them contemplates
aggression. They are only dis-
trustful, and because they dare
not join hands and work together
for good—This is what they call
‘The Europeaw Concert.’ Sir, it
is not a concert but a furnace, and
vet it is into this furnace that the
Government would lead us. If
1 speak strongly on this subject
it is because I believe in the. prin-

ciple of Liberalism, the principle
of autonomy and self-government;
the only policy which will ever
be accepted by the Canadian
people.”

When Liberals are inclined to re-

sent with scorn the suggestion that
Sir Wilfrid .harbore separatist, not
to say disloyal, unpatriotic views,
they should read quotations lke the
foregoing and then ask themselves if
Sir Wilfrid's words do not involve the
doctrine of separation from the Em-
pire. If this is not their portent then
what do they mean?

No Conservative speaker, no Con-
servative newspaper has need to labor
to learn Sir Wilfrid Laurier
stands to the policy of
effective Canadian aid in Briton's
wars. It is only necessary to read
portions from his speeches. He speaks
for himself.

where
in relation
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AN INTERESTING EXPERIMENT

..Toronto women, rather than pay the

organized a Co-operative Sale with
much succe They collected from
farmers direct about 300 turkeys, a
gscore of geese, three crates of eggs
and sixty pounds of butter. While the
movement was undertaken only on a
small scale, it marked a beginning
and, it is understood from the Toron-
to newspapers, that the experiment
will be repeated with larger quanti-
ties of commodities. At the sale the
police had to be called to regulate the
crowds of would-be purchasers, and it
is recorded that while very substan-
tial savings were effected on the ar-
ticles bought, the farmers received
higher prices for their produce than
they had been accustomed to get in
the ordinary way.

If the new parcels post sys-
tem tends to bring the con-
sumers more closely in touch with

the producers, the middlemen will be
forced to reduce their margin of prof-
its. The Toronto experiment has sat-
isfied the women who participated in
it that the margin between the price
on the farm and the price in the
stores in Toronto was much wider
than it should be. Consequently they
know how to act in future. Such ex-
periments as the Toronto one will
throw more light on the causes of the
high cost of living than all the politi-
cal speeches Sir Wilfrid Laurier could
deliver in a century.
IS e U

The city of Minneapolis has devel-
oped a new method of presenting its
advantages to seekers for industrial
sites. It is nothing more than the erec-
tion of a high tower, to the top of
which the seeker for a factory site is
led and invited to look at the pano-
ramic view of the city presented at
his feet. This plan would not answer
in cities, the topography of which was
different from Minneapolis—a city in
a plain. Also, how would it work in
cities where smoke consumers were
not known and the only prospect a
visitor could get would be an ocean
of black grimy smoke clouds? As Min-
neapolis largely depends upon “white
coal” for its power the advantage of
an unpolluted atmosphere is preserv-
ed. Air without smoke clouds perme-
ating it not only makes for new indus-
tries but also for better health.

Hon. George E. Foster, Minister of
Trade and Commerce, has notified the
St. John Board of Trade that the de-
partment is sending a commissioner
to make special enquiry into the devel-
opment of trade between Canada and
the West Indies. Every day it lives
the Borden Government continues to
give evidence that it is a government
of busi men banded together for
the benefit and best interests of Cana-
da.

——

In Windsor, Ontario, the other day,
& negro who was convicted of robbing
a man of twenty-five cents, was sen-
tenced to two years with hard labor.
At the same time a buginess man who
was found guilty of having assaulted a
young girl in his employ, was fined
$25. It is contrasts such as this that
lead people to wonder if, after
Canadian justice does not sometim
make mistakes,

was idered at that time
& wonderful undertaking. The Eng
lish mining company was responsible
for the introduction into Nova Scotia
of many innovations which are now
1 of civillzati Soon
after the opening of the pit a twenty
horse-power steam engine was install-
ed for hoisting the coal, being the first
of its kind in British America. The
Canadian-built steamship, the Royal
William, coaled at Pictou for its nine-
teen-day trip to the Thames which in-
augurated the steam navigation of the
Atlantic and inspired Samue! Cunard
to build the first of the great fleet of
liners now bearing his name. In 1833
the first railway in British America
was opened between the mine and the
loading ground. Thousands of people
assembled to witness the epochal
event, and several train loads of pass-
engers were carried to New Glasgow
and back, and for nearly all of them it
was their first experience of the de-
lightful novelty of a railway journey.
The store pits suffered many disasters
and the fire of Dec. 29, 1832, was but
one in a long series  of calamities,
There were explosions in 1834, 1836,
and 1838, and a conflagration in 1839
made it necessary to abandon the
mine.

THE HUMAN PBOCESSION

QUEEN OF ROUMANIA 70 TODAY.

Queen Elzabeth of Roumania, the
“Carmen Sylvia” of many volumes of
delightful novels, dramas, stories and
fairy tales, was born in Neuwied, Ger-
many, just three score and ten years
ago today. Her birthday is within one
day of being the same as that of Dr.
Woodrow  Wilson, the literary Presi-
dent of the United States, who passed
his fifty-seventh milestone on Sunday.
Among the occupants of thrones and
the presidents of the world, the Rou
manian Queen and the American Pres-

price asked by dealers in the Queen {lent are among the very few who have
City for eggs and Christmas poultry, accomplished great things in the do- Lake Sunapee, a gray, mossy Stone

main of letters. President Poincare
of France and King Nicholas of Mon-
tenegro have each written a few
boo! and several other princes and
presidents have made brief incursions
into literature, but they are not in the
same class with “Carmen Sylva"” or
the ex-"prexy"” of Princeton.

Queen Elizabeth's father was the
late Prince Hermann of Weid, and her
mother was Princess Maria of Nas-
sau, She was twenty-five when she
married Prince Carol, or Charles, son
of Prince Anthony of Hohenzollern.
who, three years before, had been
elected Lord of Roumania, When Eliz-
abeth took up her residence in Buch-
arest, Roumania was a vassal of Tur-
key. In 1877 the people, assembled in
the capital, proclaimed themselves free
and independent, and in 1881 Carol and
Elizabeth were crowned King and
Queen of Roumania. From her youth,
when she travelled extensively, the
Queen was interested in literature,
and wrote occasional verses and stor-
ies, but it was not until 1890 that she
won widespread fame with her
“Thoughts of a Queen.”

“DR. JIM'S” BIRTHDAY.

Sir Leander Starr Jameson, the fa-
mous “Dr. Jim Johnson” of the Trans-
vaal raid, was born in Edinburgh 60
years ago today. Today is the eigh-
teenth anniversary of the celebrated
raid, which began Dec. 29, 1895, and
in which John Hays Hammond, the
eminent American engineer, was one
of his ardent supporters in the at-
tempt to overthrow the Kruger regime.
Jameson soon surrendered to the
Boers, and was turned over to the Eng-
Hsh authorities, who sentenced him to
ten months’ imprisonment. After the
South African war, in which he took
part, Dr. Jameson was knighted, be-
came Premier of -Cape Colony, and
last June was elected president of the
Chartered Company of South Africa,
succeeding the Duke of Abercorn.

THE PASSING DAY

A GERMAN CELEBRATION.

Genevans will celebrate this week
the centenary of the city’s admission
into the Swiss Confederation. While
Napoleon, hemmed up in Paris, was
dissolving the corps legislatif and
vainly seeking ways and means to de-
fend France against the enemies
which encompassed its borders, Gene-
va took advantage of the opportunity
to throw off the Napoleonic yoke. On
December 30, 1813, it was solemnly
resolved that Genevans no longer
owed allegiance to the Corsican des-
pot— a resolution in which the allies
opposed to France heartily concurred.
It was not until 1815, however, that
the congress at Vienna gave formal
approval to the plan which made
Geneva a full member of the Swiss
confederation.

Geneva has had a long and glorious
history. The lake on which it is situat-
ed, one of the largest in Europe and
one of the most beautiful in the world,
is famous in literary history as the
gcene of the “Nouvelle Heloise,” and
for the abode in its vicinity of many
celebrated authors, including Vol
taire, Rousseau, Byron, Shelley, Gib-
bon and Madame De Stael. The im-
mortal Jean Jacques was born in Gen-
eva, and Voltaire’s Geneva home, Les
Delices, is still an object of interest
to literary pilgrims.

FIRST THINGS

THE FIRST REVOLVER.

The first patent for a revolving fire-
arm, or revolver, was issued to Sam-
uel Colt seventy-eight years ago today.
Coit, the centenary of whose
- will celebrated

“Oh, yes;
Wasn't that lovely of him?"

—
Found.

Mrs. Clark came runming hurriedly
into her husband’s @ffice one morning.
“Oh, Dick,” she crled, as she gasp-
ed for breath, “I dropped my diamond
ring off my finger, and I can't find it
anywhere.”

“It's all right, Bess,” replied Mr.
Clarke. “I came across it in my
trousers pocket.”—New York Times.

His Worst Enemy.

An Irish priest had labored hard
with one of his flock to induce him to
give up the habit of drinking, but the
man was reluctant.

“I tell you, Michael,” said the priest,
“whiskey is your worst enemy, and
you should keep as far away from it
as you can.”

“My inimy, is it, father?" responded
Michael. “And it was your river
ince's silf that was tellin’ us in the
pulpit only last Sunday to love our
inimies!"

“Sol was Michael,” rejoined the
priest; “but was I anywhere telling
you to swallow 'em?"—Tit-Bits.

To Make It Rhyme.

Robert W. Chambers, the novelist,
was talking about @ New York poet. -
“His pootry is always awkward,
Mr. Chambers said. “He drags n
wonrds that you can see are there sole-
ly for the sake of the rhyme. In fact,
he reminds me of a Lake Sunapze
epitaph.

“In a little churchyard overlooking

bears this inscription:

As sinks the sum with lengthened
shadows,

So sank and died the good George
Meadows,

«N. B.—Deceased's name was Fields,
but Meadows is substituted for the
sake of the rhyme.’-—Philadelphia
Bulletin.

AN

operating under the;names of the
Patent Arms Com . Colt’s revolv-
ers were first used im warfare in 1837,
when a number of the troops engaged
in the Florida war were armed with
the new weapons. The first company
failed in 1842, and no more revolvers
were manufactured until the outbreak
of the war between the United States
and Mexico, when Colt received an or-
der for 1,000 revolvers, and anufac-
tured them in a temporary \ orkshop
near New Haven. The exodus to Cali-
fornia in 1849 created a large demand
for the firearms, and Colt established
a new factory in Hartford {in 1850,
which was immediately successful,
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The Best Quatity at a Reasonable Price

Watches for

Christmas

Someone for whom you have
not yet made your cholce
wants a good watch. A watch
iz an ideal Christmas gift.
You can make as good a se-
lection today as you could
have made a month ago,
Howard, Waltham and Ham-
American
movements — and Decimals
made Switzerland,
good watches.
none better.

iliop—the  best

in are
There are

Buy a Watch today. Buy a
Good Watch. The Watch you

buy here will be a good one
—we carry only the good kind.

L L Sharpe & Son,

Jewelers and Opticians
21 KING STREET, ST. JOHN, N.B.

Rubber Boots

J

~

make, for which we are selling agents,

Men's Long Top and Short Boots,
Wool and Friction Lined. Boys’,
Youths' Misses’ and Women's Boo's,

In stock special good qualities of
Rubber Boots, fncluding: the &aat

ESTEY & CO,, No. 49 Dock t.!

he sald its beauty shan|thatl
be for no other eyes than his own |

——
One of Mark Twain's,

The number of anecdotes that for-
eign papers print about Mark Twain
shows how world-wide is the famous
humorist’s popularity., In the course
of one of his lecture trips, Mark
Twain arrived at a small town. Be-
fore dinper he went to a barber shop
to be shaved.

“You are & stranger " asked the
barber,

“Yes,” Mark Twain neplied. “This
is the first time I've been 260

“You choose a good time to come,”
the barber continued. “Mark Twain
is going to read and lecture tonight.
You'll go, 1 suppose?”

“Oh, 1 guess so.”

“Have you bought your ticket yet?”
“Not yet.”

“But everything is sold out.
have to stan
“How -annoying!"” Mark Twain
sald, with a sigh. “I never saw such
luck! I always have to stand when
that fellow lectures!”"—Youth's Com-
panion.

You'll

e

Sues For Commission

A. J. Sollows is suing the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company and the Do
minion Express Company for $1,400,
this amount being claimed by him as
commission on the purchase of the
Foster building on the corner of King
and Germain streets.

GET A PAIR |

OF OUR

GOOD
RUBBERS

Fitted correctly and
they will give satisfac-
tion.

All shapes and

styles in the reliable

brands.

FRANCIS &
VAUGHAN,

19 King Street

'XMAS OFFER

SHORTHAND AND BOOK-
KEEPING.

$10.00 for Thirty Dollar Course.
$15.00 for Fifty Dollar Course.

GOOD UNTIL XMAS,

Stationery free if scholarship be
purchased now—Enter any time.

Currie Commercial Institute

L 87 UNION STREET.
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A CSMITH & (0,
for i s

For General Machine Shop, Mill

and Foundry Use, or any place

where a Good Metal is required
Price 26¢. net per Ib.

FREIGHT PAID ON 100 LB. LOTS 70
YOUR NEAREST RAILWAY STATION
We know **Werld " Brand to be a Good Babbitt

and will give you satisfaction, even if you
are paying a higher price

T.McAvity & Sons, Ltd.

8T. JOHN, N. B.

Canadian, American and Engiish

‘Pocket and Desk Diaries
For 1914

BARNES @ CO., LTD.

84 Prince William Street

J. E WILSON, LTD.

MANUFACTURERS OF

Every Descipion

Copper, Cast Iron and Galvanized Iron Work
for Buildings a specia'ty.

¥ 1719 Sydney Street. ’Phone M 356

Doors, Sashes, Mouldings,

MIRRORS, PLATE GLASS, ART WINDOWS

MURRAY & GREGORY, LTD., - ST. JOHN, N.B.

Beaver Board. Ruberoid Roofinv, Lumber, Shingles, Boxes

Ask Your Grocer for

GUNN’S MINCE MEAT

GUNNS LIMITED, 674 Main Street

M 1670

D. K. McCLAREN, LIMITED

OUR BALATA BELTING
BEST ON THE MARKET
MADE ENDLESS TO ORDER IN TWO DAYS
Complete Stook of All Sizes

|{64 Prince William St. *Phone Main 1121. St.John, N.B.

r { '

We can guarantee tms jwed to
be the best Molasses feed on the
market.

The price is very low in order
to got it introduced.

Telephones—West, 7411 and
West 81,

I
1

for Office Stationery will be [
promptly delivered if placed [
with us now. Loot‘?mr
requirements for the new

Your Friends |
Will Admire
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