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The Molly Gibson Mining Company is
pushing the work on tihe construction of
+he wagon road which is to opem com-
munication between the mine amd r‘!he
west arm of Kootenay lake, at a point

12 miles from Nelson. There remains !

comething over two miles of the road to
complete, and with a crew of 40 men 3n
work. it is expected that the road will

he through by the end of Nowember. In |

+he mine itself a force of 22 men is em-
nloved on development. No ore is being
taken out, save such as is met with in
development, but a shipment of some 200
tons is sacked for moving as soon as the
road is completed.

Slocan Mineral Float.

Last week the Jackson shipped 65 tons
¥ ore. :
' The forece on the Noonday is to be im-
creased and shipments resumed.

The Bosun made a shipment of 20 tons
of zinc ore to England last week.

Work is being pushed ahead on the

Hartmey. There is eight tons of ore on

the @ 3 i
Tw:“?:]ches of clean ore is showing ia

the breast of the new workings on the

Hartney. 3

Comnsiderable prospecting has bgen
done this season on Wilson creek, with
the nsual success.
0K’I“hqe crosscut tunnel on the Ruby has
heen driven 55 feet. Four men @re em-
1 on the property.

Inxﬁ}. Marks is inspecting the Califor-
nia this week. Recent developments are
proving-very satisfactery.

W. W. Warner has taken a comtract
for 400 feet of tunnel and 200 fee*t of
upraise to be driven on the Madison.

Work will be resumed next week on
the Sarah Jane, one of the claims of the
Neglected group, close to New Dt'_nver.

A crosscut tunnel is being driven to
the Mollie Hughes to tap the ledge some
distance below the workings_dnven on
+he dead. In the upper workings ore s
showing all the distance of the tunnel,
something like 100 feet.—New Denver
Ledge.

The Boundary Country.

The compressor plant was started last
week on the Snowshoe. It is of five-
drill capacity.

Diifting in the Mother Lode, Dead-

wood camp, at a depth of 285 feet, is :

said to be greatly improving in value.
Mr. W. L. Hogg, of M(mmd.Hhé;s
bonded the <Calumet and ecla
group, Wellington camp, for $60,000.
The group ° compriscs the Calumer,
Hecla, Hilltop, Hilltop fraction, El Rio,
Beaver, Glenora and Key West dlaims.
Mr. Hogg has stated his intention to
push work vigorously, and to endeavor
to pick up one of the Winnipeg reads,
James Tichener, of New York, a
leading shureholder in the British Co-
lumbia Copper Company, which owns

‘the Mother Lode, has organized the No.

7 Mining Company under the laws of
West Virginia to operate the No. 7 and
other claims in Gentral eamp. On the
No.- 7 is a 139-foot shaft, at -the bottomn
of which are 450 feet of drifts and cross-
cuts. The principal values are in gold
and silver. The lead on the surface has

been opened by means of open cuts for!

a distance of 700 feet. A mining plant
has been ordered, and it is hoped to
place the property on a shipping basis
ot an early date.

A force of men is now working on the
Crescent in Skylark camp under the su-
perintendence of J. M. Burke. A shaft
has been sunk on the property to a
depth of 75 feet, and crosscutting is be-
ing done from that level. There are
two leads on the Crescent, one of which
is high grade, running as bigh as $§125
to the ton in all values. The ecrosscut
has been run 30 feet, and is expected to
tap the smaller of the leads at about 40
feet.

The buildings on the War Eagle,
Greenwood camp, were commenced last
week, and the machinery will be instal-
led as soon as the buildings are ready.
The three mines—the War Bagle, Gol-
conda and Buckhorn—will be developed
nnder the superintendence of . Captain
Shields, who is now in charge of work
on the Minnehaha in Camp McKinney.
Active development will be commenced
on all these properties in a few weeks.

The drift in the Oro Denoro, which is
vow in about 80 feet, has recently run
into the most striking body of ore that
has yvet been exposed in the Boundary
Creek country. The whole face of the
drift is in solid copper ore. A large
block was taken to Eholt by Mr. O'Neill,
and it created considerable excitement
among railway men who have evtensive-
ly  purchased King Mining Company
shares. There does net appear to be an
inch of waste in the whole face of the
drift. The ore is similar in character
to that aiready found on the Oro Denoro,
giving good gold values and runming
high in copper. ' This drift will.be con-
tinued and will cut through two or three
other ledges that can be traced on the
surface.

Ymir Camp.

The Good Hope mineral claim, on
Wild Horse creek, about six miles from
Ymir, has been taken over by capitalists.

The Blackcock mine is about- to start
work. The management intend to begin
operations in about two or three weeks
with a force of seven or eight men, and
will push the work forward all winter,
taking -om Mnoepe.axen -4s required.

The Ymir mine has succeeded in se-
curing 22 men from the outside. The
management claim they have 57 men
now at work in the mime, and pro-
dncing suffidient ore to keep the 10-
stamp mil running continuously. As
the mill treats im the neighborhood of
100 tons a day, the Ymir should ship
$30,000 in bullion, ore and concentrates
this month. 5

Work is being vigorously pushed on
the Tamarac. In September there were
226 feet of work dome in the mine, as
against 126 feet for the preceding month
At a point 300 feet from the bottom of
the shaft in the north drift an upraise
has been started, which will be driven
to the surface for the purpose of ex-
pioring the vein, and so as to furnish
air. At the same time a winze wil be
driven down on the vein at this point
for the purpose of exploring the vein at
depth.

Manager Phil. White of the Wilcox

ihas a force of men at the propemty get-
| ting everything into shape for the win-
| ter months, as work is to be pushed vig-
| orously all winter. A Tich strike was
made last week on No. 2 tunnel, show-
ling up a large body of ore, giving good
| valnes. This tunmel will be run 900
! feet to tap the ledge on the Fourth of
| July. It is now in 350 feet, and a com-
‘ traet for the remaining 550 feet will be
| Jet the first of the month.

i Lardeau-Duncan.

! The force of men now at the Towser
i exceeds 12 men. Work on this claim
| will be vigorously prosecuted during the
| winter.

Recent work done on the Silver Belt
group on the north fork has shewn up an
enormous body of ore. The showing is
: about eight feet wide, of galena and car-

bonates.

The Eva group on Fish creek was
bonded the other day to outside capital

{ by Messrs. Tweedie and Hutchinson, of |
This property is the most ex- |

Comaplix.
| traordinary strike in point of value that

; The minemal obtained from this property
is godd, and the croppings run from $400
to $600 in gold.

The Cup will employ during the win- |

ter a force of between 30 and 40 men.
The Sunshine also will be worked, and |
it is expected that a large shipment of

ore will be made during the course of |

the winter. With the adjoining Towser, |

there ought to be in the mneighborhood !

of 50 men employed in the Silver Cup
hill during the coming season.

|
The Primrose has laid in a stock of

supplies and is letting éontracts for win-
ter work and shipping ore for smelter
tests. The property. consists of seven
claims, on which several thousand dol-

lars have beem expended in development

work. The ore carries high values, espe- ' made to the smelter in January.

stock will not be offered to’ theé “public

cially in silver and dead. The company
expects to be ready to emnter the list of

! to #he pay roll of the city nearly $5,000
»tion of this
1 consequently

s Fadmer<o)

« month.
| will be paid to the railwar
| portation,

;ﬁhe country becomes developed, as
| smelter is enlarged

| sible to estimate
{ smelter will be to

regular shippers shortly. I

The Old GolMd Mining Company has
been taking out some very high grade
galena ore during the past week, and
another trial shipments is being sent to
the smelter. The company owns eight
different properties, has good buildings.
and has done a large amount of develop-
ment work. The mines are being stead-

a character as to admit of cheap smelt-
ing. It is not the intention of the man-
agement of the company to begin regu-
lar shipments before spring.

East Kootenay.

The owners of the Swansea are now
sacking ore for shipment, and will con-
tinue development all winter.

The following claims of the North Star
group have been surveyed: The Bran-
don, Canton, Jack Pot, Full House,
Daffodil fraction, Carnation fraction,
Emerald fraction and Cromarty.

The Paradise group on Spring creek
continues to improve. There is 76 feet
of ore which will average across the
vein $80 in all values. The ore is sand
carbonates, and is easily worked. De-
velopment on the daims will continue
all winter.

Sixteen men are now employed in the
development of the Delphine. A winter

camp has been established, and work |

will be continued all winter.

The tunnel on the Empire mine on ;

Sand creek has been driven 30 feet on
the lead, showing a great improvement
in the chamacter of the ore. Supplies
are being sent in and work will be con-
tinued all winter. From all appearances
the 6r¢ runs from 12 to 14 per cent.
copper.

A new discovery was recently made on
Number Two creek, balow Horse Thief
creek. The diseovery was made by an
Indian, who sold it to Mr. Foster, of

Windermere, for $800 cash. There ar:

four feet of sofid galena on the claim.
The Theo Gold-Copper Mines, Limited,
has taken over the Copper Crown and
Excess mineral claims, situated in Isa-
dore Canyon about five miles from Fort
Steele on the railway. The shaft is

i

ily worked by a good force of men. The |
ore is of a very high grade, and of such |

 Hardy mountain,

{ed by & good pack trail,
! is Wwhat is known as a gold copper pro-

i the vaiue of this deposit that the pre-
_sent company will devote their energies.
A crosscut tunnel has been driven which

now down 65 feet, and the ore, which

carries gold and copper, is said to be
200 per cent. better at that depth than
on the surface.

The new tunmel in the Chickamon
Stone to crosscut the ledge is now in
285 feet, and it is expected to tap the
main ledge within 40 feet. This will
give much greater depth tham the old

tunnel which was run on the vein. The ;|

force has not yet been increased, but
work is going ahead rapidly with the
number of men now employed.

Forty Miners Quit Work.

| Massrs,
: Tobin.

Owing to the refusal by the manage- !

ment to pay $3.50 a day, seventeen
miners quit work at the Athabasca
mine, two and a half miles south of
Nelson, on Thursday. There was also

| chute,

difficulty at the Silver King mine over |
the rate of pay for working in a wet !

shaft. The men wanted $4 a day, and
the management were unwilling to pay
more than $3.50. The men working in
the shaft quit, and the others that were
asked to take their places, on refusing,
were discharged. In all, twenty-six men
came down the hill. AH the men are not
members of the union, but all are alike
firm in the determination to stand out
for the scale of wages that is now recog-
nized' as the *“Kootenay
namely, $3.50 for miners and $3 for
muckers or carmen, and 50 cents a day
extra for work in wet shafts or tunmels.
—Nelson Tribune.
Greenwood Smelter. |
During the past month over $4,500

Copper Cownpany,. limited...iaavages to
men working on the smelter site. Judg-
ing from appearances they gave good
vaitie for the money. A long and solid
retaining wail for blast furmaces blow
house and enzine house has been built;
the foundation for sample mill has
been laid and the excavation for the
upper ore bins has been started. The
lumber is ‘being ‘hauled to the site for
store houses, boiler house, blow house
and carpenter shops.

The work is not being rushed as Mr.
Jolinson has fixed a time for its com-
pletion. Early next spring he will
have a 300-ton furmace ready and will
bnild other furnaces as rapidly as the
increase output_of ore warrants.

A glance at the business done by a
smeiter will convince any one that
directly and indireetly it will be the
most  important factor in making
Greenwond a great business city. Its
close relation with mining operations
wil! centralize- business here. To-day
the eonstruction of the smelter adds

Standard,” !

!
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Creek Times.
Grand Forks Notes.
F. M. Chadburn, ore buyer for

| Hall Mines smelter, Nelson, B. C., 1s in & lumber syndicate. ‘
has been made in the Lardeau division. : Grand Forks with the object of making | 000,000 is said to be behind the enter- |
{ contracts with mine

1 greatly

owners. He

floated the companies that acquired

public and the Boundary

public,

Mr. McCuaig visited the B. C. mine in
. Summit camp, with Major Leckie, man-
.ager ‘of the Republic and the B. C.” Tre
latter was purchased a year ago by Mr.
McCuoaig, James Ross #nd other Mon-
trealers, and has now 11.000 tons of cop-
per ore on the dump. Shipments will be
The

until the B. C. is a dividend-payer.

Major R. G. Edwards Leckie recent'y
and Yankee
on
less than two miles.

He states that ‘the
return from a shipment of two carloads
' of ore to the Trail smelter was very sat-
work is
‘boing carried out on an extensive scale,

bonded the Yankee Boy
Girl, a groap of properties sitnated

from Grand Forks.

isfactory. The development

Are Ordering Plants.
Mr. Frank R. Mendenhall, agent tor

the Jenckes Machine Company, bas re-

turned to Rossland from a visit to the

Boundary creek section. In reply to
queries he said that the entire section

| to the west is looking well. The people

there‘'are now in anenthuSiastié frame '},
- of mind over the completion of the rail-
~way, and the prospects of spurs to many
mining properties there. The demand Yor

machinety there is very great. While in

that section Mr. Mendenhall sold to the
fourddriil - compressor

Jewell mine a
plant with all the necessary equipment.

To the Bonanza Mountain Company, of
Ponanza moustain, on the north fork of
the Kettle river, he disposed of a 3V

horse power boiler, hoist and a pump; to

the Kamloops Mining Company. of Camp

McKinney, a 30 horse power hoist and

a sinking pump; to the Ernest Spragett
Sawmill Company, of Grand Forks, a 60
horse power boiler, to reinforce a plant ! o

that is_already large, .- - +
Silverton Properties.

Another Red Mountain' property is to
be prospected and at least one of its im-
mens gold copper depesits developad. A
deal has been consummated by which the

Rockland and Rustler claims have been

turned over to one of the strongest mun-

ing syndicates operating in the province,

~aud this company has already made ar-
rangements for the thorough develop-

me:t of this property. The Rockland

and Rustler claims are situated on Rea
mountain, near the head of Eight Mile

creek, and about six miles from Silver-
ton, with which place they are connect-
The property

position. It is to the demonstrating of

is now in a distance of 140 feet. and
which will have to be driven 100 feet
. further before it encounters the lower
{ stle of the ore demosit.
! tunnel will then have a vertical depth
cof 180 feet,
rails have been ordered. and will be at
once put in. and a force of men em-
pleved continuously in driving this tun-

New ore cars and

nel ahead.

Within three miles of Slocan City 1s
owned by
and
Two tunnels have been driven on
this property, the upper one of which is
in 35 feet, and hes cut the top of an ore
The lower tunmnel has been driv-
| en on the ledge some distance down the
i mountain with the intention of cutting the
ore chute exposed in the upper tunnel, at
This tunnel is now in Y6 feat,
and from five to eight inches of clean
i ore has been encountered.
40 feet to rum before it will be directly
{ below the ore showing made in the tun-
The character of the ore is
| A high grade galenq. carrying some zinc,
{and very closely resembling that of the
Enterprise on Ten Mile. At present build-
mgs and ore bins are haing erected. and
it is the intention of the ¢wners to con-

sitnated the Raicbow group,

IHicks, Barber, Callahan

dopth.

nel above,

tinie develoning the property all winter,

The Silver Tip eronp of claims at the
mouth of Twelve Mile creek has, for the
i amount of work done om it, shown up re-
The lerlge. which aver-
ages nearlv twelve feet in width, has
heen traced the full leneth of two claims
and open cuts and shallow shafts have
.‘ o Bitieh ottt | b:“{; dug on it every few feet. The strike
was paud out by the ritish Columbia | of this vein is easterly and weasterly..apd . s

it -has- abowhoa@n depree PRI S0 ““MAMM.. of. ear; a8 Jocmbess.. of. .

markabir well.

into the mcuotain.

fort=all. and is from fons
wide,

ora is galema carrvine some  zine

ver to the ‘on,

as it is coming out of the mine.

stones are being used to pile the ore in
—Silvertonian.

that the govxernment will “initiate a pro

connected with the Drayfue affair.

SWE. T
iz frl blast. the bhnsinese it |
amonat to between $7.000 and $8.000 a |
$25.000

The ore treated will repre-
| sent at least §125.000 a month. Now

be interchamngzed

impressed with the Boundary |
| country and will visit the various camns, | ganizing a debating society.
Clarence J. McCuaig of Moutreal, who !

rovincial

eWs.

el
COLUMBIA.

trans- | the eastern end and 80 feet at the west-
AS ern end. Connection should be made by l
;;§| February mext and all work completed :
business of the mines in the surround- | Some time in March. At present the
ing camps in the city, it wili be impos- | track passes over the tunmel, a series of |
the | switch-backs serving as a
the city.—Boundary | means of access to the Burnt Valley on

| the western side of the tunnel.
| Mr. G. O. Buchanan, Kaslo’s lumber-

A capital of §1.-

is | prise.
Mr. J. A. McCallum, city dlerk, is or !

The Rev. R. W. Trotter, of the Bap-

the | tist denomination, is prepariag to build
War Eagle, Payne and Republic mines,
is_in Grand Forks after visiting Re-
camps. He
natmally feels elated at the magnitude
and richness of the ore bodies recently
cpened up on the Jower level of the Re-

a-chapel. The first charch in the valley

ians, though it has been used freely by
aother demominations.

Sl e
NEW WESTMINSTER.

Captain J. H. Maclean, who, during
the past season, was .master - of the
steamrer Philip V. Low, on the upper Yu-
ken river, arrived in the city on Wednes-
day, but went east on the Atlantic ex-
press, Bound for Chatham, Omt., where
be will spend the winter.

Ex-Ald. A. M. Herring retumed on
Tuesday from an extended trip through
the Kootenay, Lytton, Yale, Siwash
creek and Ruby creek mines, where he
_has been_ looking after his several mining
interests. He reports considerable ac-
tivity oo Siwash and Rubg. creeks, in
Yale district. On the former ereek a
number of men are placer mining and
making good wages. One company 18
changing the course of the creek for a
considerable distance, with the object of
working the bottom, which is undoubted-
Iy very rich.

Captain Pittendrigh, S.M., was inform-
ed on Wednesday morning of a circum-

the Columbian. A rgentleman named

ibald Cam 1
Ai??\“reo 'hn‘at'h??oad near Cloverdale a
fortnight ago. and it was found mext
morning by some children on their way
to school. and. subsequently, was hand-
ed over to the father of on« of the child-
ren. The descrintion of the purse and
the contents tallies exactly with what
ME Camnbell says he lost, but. when he
demanded his nroperty from the father
he could get no satisfaction. being told
it xvas given to another man living across
the international boundarv. The wpro-

(Mifford Ackermam. the nine year ol
nerhew of Mr. T. Ackerman. went
thiongh the ordeal of partine with one
is legs on Monday. As the result of
#r-inees the tronhle settled in one lee.
'and hecame <o serious that during h‘*-
hibiffon week he wos brought from his
home at Abbotsford and nlaced in Nt
Mgry's hosnital. Latteriy. it berame ap-
parent that if the bov’s life was to be
ca¥nd. the ~fFected member must he am-
putatal. The operation was snecessful,
arld thoush the vonng patient i< n.ﬂmml-
Iy wery weak, he seems to be picking np.

—Ye
VANCOUVER.
On Tuesday Coroner McGuigan went
out to Steveston to hold an inquest on
the: body of a Japanese man that had

The Bulldog tunnel, on the Hine be. |
for trans-| tween Robson and Columbia, is being :
| pushed forward to completion at a very |
Esatisf'actory rate. During the past !

right in Greenwood through the Green- Wonth 200 feet of reck was removed at
: wood banks,

temporary |

was built in Columbia by the Presbyter-

stance which may have to be threshed |
out before him in the district court, says

it appears, dropped '

vipeial police are now sifting the matter. |

"thrﬁe discoverics the Orange River was
| crowded with white, black

been found floating in the water. The
verdict of “Found drowned” was return-
ed:;: On Wednesday the ‘body was iden-
tified as that of N. Hushimoto who was l
reported to have been drowned by the
upsetting of his fishing boat

The face of the

steel

It has still

The whole kdege is
more or less mineralized. but the best
streak of or> aprears to be next to the
to ®iX, inches
The charactar of this streak of
and |, :
Wack ~ulphurets of silvsr. and giving as- , FiSHts and interests of our common Em-

say values ag high as 350 ounces in sil-

Ax the Noonday mine they are storing
awey ore in the old stopes. as the ore
socters are mot able to keep up with the
miners and sort and sack the ore as fast
All the
available space on the outside is piked
up with ore. the chntes are as full as 1t
is possible to get tham, and so the old

T¢ wais rnmored in the lobbies of the
French chamber of denuties yesterday

jeet for declatring nmnesty in all cases

month ago.

/The news of the death of Mrs. Beu-
nett, beloved wife of Major Bennett, a
popular officer of the local battalion, was
heard with sincere regret in all parts of
the city on Wednesday afternoon.
sad occurrence took place as the direct
result of am injury received by the de-

to a fall from her wheel. At first it was
thought that a bad bruise to the knee
would be the only result,

pears to have affected the whole system
and culminated in fatal cerebral comcus-
sion.

Contractor Mantin Kelly has the first
scowload of stome at the Granville
street bridge, False creek, for ‘the new
pier.

At the Anglican Synod for Westmin-
ster diocese it was decided by a unani-
mous vote to divide the diocese into two,
by severing the Xootenay, Okanagan
and Boundary portions, and npaming
them the diocese of Kootenay. The Rev.
Baugh Allen was elected clerical secre-
tary, and Mr. J. G. C. Wood <lay sec’
retary. The synod has passed camons
providing for the raising and investing
of a clergy widow's and orphan’s fund,
. ' and also a superannuation fund.

The. committee of the Diocesan Synod
of New Westminster passed at its meet-
ing on Wednesday-on the proposal of the
Rev. L. Norman Tucker, M.A., second-
ed by the Hon. T. Mayne Daly, Q.C,,
the following resolution concerning the
war in South Africa:

“Resolved, that, while regretting the

this synod, we desire, at this crisis, to
give expression to our unailterable devo-
tion and loyalty to the cause of the
Mother Land; our sincere satisfaction
that our brethren in Canada have.gone.
to the front to assist in protecting the

pire; our deepest sympathy with the
families of those who have fallen in bat-
tle and with those who have been taken
captive, and our earpest prayer that
God, who is rich in mercy, will avert
the. evils of a long and bloody war, and
that freedom and justice may soon be
established, on the best and surest foun-
dations, throughout the whale of South
Africa.
3 “And that a copy of thig resolution bé
forwarded to the Governor-Gemeral of
Canada and the Secretary of State for
the Colonies in the Imperial parfiament ”
The resolution was, carried unanimous-
ly by a'standing vote, the members join-
ing also in singing the National An-
them. :

:

The |
i the mine was known as the Kimberley

ceased lady nearly a month ago, due'

but unfor- !
tunately the jar to the lower: limbs ap- i

, frenzied fortune hunters was tremend-

' ous, and political confusion followed in
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‘protésted against the decision
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KIMBERLEY DIAMOND MINES. |

et A s !
Precious Stones Were Fimst Located hy!
Children—Largest Diamond Ever
Discovered.

S,

The discovery of diamonds in South
Africa goes back only a little more than
80 years. One day in 1867 ‘the children
of & Boer Eamily, who Fved on a farm
seventeen hours’ ride west of Hopetown,
on the bank of the Oramge River, were
playing with some stones they found in!
its bed. Al

An ostrich hunter named O’Reilly hap-
pened to pass.and the Boer farwes,-Van |
Niekerk, cailed his attention to an es-
pecially briliant stone that a Griqua
boy had found. O’Reilly was startiel.
He scratched on a pane of glass with
the stone aud immediatey decided that
he had'a-dismond - in his hand. He
promised the Boer half of whatever it
proved to be worth, and wanted to fol-
low up the search at omce. -

After many wanderings he went to an
English physician, in Graham’s Town,
a Dr. Atherstone, who was the first to
recognize the great value o* his “find.”
He recognized it as a diamond in a mo-
ment, and estimated its weight at
21 3-16 carats. A little later this stone
was sold to Sir Philip Wodehouse, then
goyernor of Cape Colony, for $2.500.
O’Reilly soon brought :another stone
from: the same locality,: which weighed
8 78 carats, and it was sold to the same
person for $1,000. One of the most
beautiful of the South African diamonds
later came from Van Niekerk’s farm on
Orange River. the so<called “Star of
South Africa,” weighing 833 carats,
found by a Kaffir, The brilliant later
cut therefrom came into the possession
of the Earl of Dudley for $125,000.

Inrush of Miners.
Immediately after the first report of

and yellow
Europeans, Kaffirs and Hottentots, and
here and-there they succeeded in finding
a few diamonds. Thence the search
spread to the bed of the River Vaal, and
here, on the property of the Berlin Mis-
sionary Society, at Pniel, camps were
pitched and the work began in earnest.

In 1870 new diamond diggings were
discevered, again by children playing
with stones. This was not on the banks
of the river, but on the high table land
where their existence had not been sus-
pected. It was  on the farm of Du
Toits Pan. between the Vaal and the
Modder Rivers. It was in the mud
which had been used to build his house
that the children saw a shining object,
and dng out P diamond. In pulling up
a plant another child found a diamond
weighing eighty carats clinging to the
roots,

The richest mine of all, however. was
found in July. 1871, on the Kolesberg-
Kopje. " The old mines were abandoned,
and then came De Beers New Rush. The
towmot Kimberley was later founded in
the neizhborhood of this mine, being
named after the British colonial seccre-
tary at that time, Lord Kimberley, and

mine, . Later some small diggings were
found in the Orange Free State, Kossi- |
fontem and Jagersfontein, from whioh!
some’ of the diamwonds of the first water !
have &irice been taken,

Dispute Over Ownership.

The confusion and disorder - of the

the claim of the Orange Free State to|
Kimberley and the mines around it. The
British government held that this was

good purchased the claim
Griqua chief to this land.

The British referred the mmtter for
arbitration. The decision was in favor
of Great Britain, and meanwhile, with a
huge rush, thousands of miners had
come into the country. The Free State
in wain,
for England claimed that its power was
necessary to preserve order, and the
Free State was obliged to accept $450,-
000 for its claim,

Several of the wiser miners began to
combine for the formation of companies
to purchase machinery that they might
go to the deeper levels 'where the fam-
ous “blue ground” lay filled with dia-
monds. By 1885 many of these com-
panies were at work, and then a further
combination of their interests took place
in-the formation of the De Beers Con-
rolidated Company; ‘himited Phe- mov-
Jing spirits in this combination were the
redonbtable Barney Barnato and Cecil
Rhodes,

Under the able management of the
latter, this company now pawys a divi-
_dend of ten millions annually on a nom-
inal ecabital of twenty millions.

The latest improvements in mining ma-
chinery have been of course adopted, and
the best engineers are now engaged in
conducting . the work. The “yellow
earth” of the surface, in which the early
prospectors found their wealth has been
dng through and the ‘“blue ground” is
being worked to unprecedented depths.
This peculiar formation appears to be
practically inexhaustible; for soundings
have never been able to get beyond it.

Methods, of Mining.

Nowhere else on earth is this peculiar
plue quartz to be found, so it has been
called kimberlite, It is very hard, but
alters and softens under moisti¥e and
air. The miners have taken advantageé

of an old

: monds alone remain.

of this, and the large companies haul the

blue ground to the surface and spread
it out to disintergrate maturally. It is
spread out on-the floors surrounded by
armed guards night and day, and there
it is first harrowed by two engines some
500 yards apart, dragging the harrows
over it,

There it stays for six.months or a
year, and is then sent to the crushing
works, where it is washed and rolled by
machinery until every bit of foreign
matter has been removed, and the dia-
Some bits that do
not pulverize under the harrow are call-
ed bard blue, are picked out by hand and
carefully treated separately, for large
stones are sometimes in these hard
masses of rock.

The work in the mines is done chiefly
by Kaffirs, who wield the.drills and use
the dynamite for the blasting with little
inconvenience. They.-ave-engaged for a
specified number of weeks, during' which
they are kept in a well-guarded com-
pound, fed, and if ill, treated by the
company. Only at the end of their term
of service are they paid and permitted
to leave, when they return with what
seems to them untold wealth, to buy a
wife and set up housekeeping in their
home, some weeks’ journey away.

Al kinds of precautions-are taken to
prevent them from stealing diamonds
which they find while at work. As each
man leaves the miimne. he must strip to
the skin and submit to a search of
mouth, ears and nose. Even if he were
to swalow a diamond he would be
caught. The companies try to prevent
stealing by offering premiums for the
finding of lange stones. but, strange te
say, all of the precautions have not pre-
vented the largest diamonds from rewch-
ing the market through private persons.

The diggings at Kimberiey have done
much to explain the formation of the
diamond itself, for kimbenlite is recog:
nized by all authorities , as being of
eruptive origin, the diamond in it must
have been formed by the tremendous
heat generatéd-at-the time of the erup:
tion. In fact; the mines look YNke chim-
neys, or “pipes.” ‘as they are called, the
blue ground running down toward the
centre of the earth like a huge water
pipe.

Depth of the Mines.
The depth of the mines is very great,

i a Jevel in the Kimberley mine being 1,-

250 feet down, and in the De Beers
1,200 feet. Most of the mining is now
done underground by galleriés running
to the central shaft. This prevents many
accidents, and is a great economy in
space and time., To give some idea of
the amount of work done in these mines,
at the De Beers, duning twelve working
days in November, 1897, eight and three-
quarter tons of dynamite, 65,100 feet
(twelve and onesthird miles) of fuse and
32,500 fuse caps were used. This mine
never yields less than 900 pounds of dia-
monds annually, washing 2,409,030 tons
of blue ground for them.

The sorting of the stones is ‘an art
ard science in one,” Good eyes and judg-
ment are necessary. Here are found
some with deep tints of brown, pink and
yellow, which are most valuable, being
classified as fancy stones. Those with
light shades are least valuable, and the
pure white rank next.

The largest diamond ever found in the
world was discovered here in 1893, and
is known as Excelsior. It weighed 9713}
carats, and was  discovered at Jagers-
fontein. It far surpassed the De Beers,
found some time before, which only
weighed 4281, carats, yet was quite a
diamond itself,

THE COMPANION FOR THE REST
OF 1899,
—_——

During the remaining weeks of 1899
The Youth’s Companion will maintain
its fresh and varied interest for young
and old by presenting amticies from the
pens of eminent men and women and
stories by the most gifted writers of fic-
tion. )

Among these contributors will he
Frank R. Stockton, who presents a droll
story, “The Wolf and the Wheelbar-
row”; games Bryce, author of *The Am-
erican Commonwealth,” who offers
“Hints on Reading;” W. D. Howells
and Jane Barlow, each of whom contri
butes a serial story; Bret Harte, who
recalls an early California experience
in “How I Went to the Mines;” Mary
E. Wilkins, who tells of “Sereny Maria
at Behool;” and Henry M. Stanley,
who under the title; “I'or Life and Lib-
enty,” relates a thmilling adventure of
his travels in Darkest Africa.

The November and December humbers
containing these features are given to
every new subscriber for the 1vW vol-
ume free from the thne subscription is
received, in addition to the Companion’s
exquisite aalendar for 1900—the last
calendar of the century and the most
beautiful one ever given to Companion
subseribers,

INustrated Announcement Numb:itr ean-
taining a full prospectus of the vokme
for 1900, will be sent free to any ad-
dress.

THE YOUTH'S COMPANION,
203- Columbus Avenue, Boston, Mass.

W i S LT O

John Cavanagh and five others, charg-
ed with the death of “Kid” Lavelle, who
died from injuries received in a prize
ficht with Cavanagh at Homestead last
April, were yesterday found not guilty.

The costs were imposed on the defemd-
ants,




