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You can fool some people all the time.

Some people some of the time.

But you can’t fool all the people all
the time.—Abraham Lincoln.

THE CONSCRIPTION ISSUE.

The day of dissillusionment is near
its dawn, and the principle of compul:
sory military service which has hither-
to been considered impracticable in
the Dominion of Canada has now .be-
come a dangerous possibility.

The monetary question of borrow-
ing money, which in time past has been
closely associated with population, has
apparently beenv overcome; but the
secret of this transformatjon is prob-
ably only known to Sir Robert Borden

and his close associates. The fact that
a large number of Finlanders have
been refused permission to sail for
their native country is evidence that
the labor problem is still acute, and
with very little prospect of immigrants
arriving from Europe for an indefinite
period of time, we venture to suggest
that Hindoo labor or some other cheap
substitute will have to be entertained
by the Government in order that pro-
fits may accrue to the class of people
Premier Borden represents if the con-
seript bill is put into force.

Who Wants Conseription?

Much ink has been spilled by the
paid press in order to prove that the
people of Canada want conscription.
The widespread advertisement this
principlé has received by the conscrip-
ted press, conscripted by the adver-
‘tisers who control the general policy
of such press, should not occasion any
alarm to the thinking peeple. If ad-
vertising can bring conscription, then,
surely, it is inevitable; outside of this
there has not been- any demand for
such a proposal, with, of course, the
exception of the “pot-bellied ineligi-
bles,” the too-old-to-fights, and the
exempters, who are doing ail the

tisement. It is butancnpamer

and can only fool the unwary. A law
that lacks moral foree.bofmnln

country are opposed to conscription.
For this reason the Borden adminis-
tration is going to push the bill
through and not take a referendum
vote on the question. Premier Borden
knows that it is just absolutely im-
possible ‘to carry a measure which
carries with it “the electors own death
warrant.” We again re-affirm our
stand “Against conscription” and “no
compromise,”

A Gratuitous Gift

If Borden and his Associates want
men for the trenches, we are quite
prepared to make the gratuitous gift
of our Politicians, Parsons, Lawyers,
and more generally speaking, the
whole lot of Capitalist Para-
sites.

If we ever take to the bloody ram-
parts it will be after these Blighters
have contributed their carcasses to
filling the war pit of “hell”.

If the Government wants more war—
they may go and win all the glory and
medals, so fitting to their superior
qualities, All that we ask of them is
that they will be generous enocugh to
leave our: eountry as a habitation for
honest, inteligent human beings. We
are not prepared to die as a reward
for the slaves portion you have so
generously conferréd upon us.

CAPITALISTS AND IMPERIALISTS
OF WORLD WORRY ABOUT
RUSSIA.

Elihu Root, Charles Edward Russell
and the rest of the American Commis-
sion to Russia have arrived at some
Russian port, supposedly 'Vhdivo:tock,
on their way to Petrograd.

If there is anything thai Root had
hoped to accomplish on behalf of the
big business interests’ in- retarding the

“progress of revolutionary events in

Russia, those hopes may now be buried

and a tombstone erected besrinx the

epithet, ‘‘Too Lato.’ !

That Root may arrive in Patrognd.

present M —xoxuvdt‘t : m
words were: ‘‘The present government
should make ‘way for a homogeneous
Socialist. government.’’
- - L
This. latest development in Russia
has caused great ecitement in the ranks
of international capitalism. Russia is
again going to wreck and ruin, in the
opinion of the world’s industrial over-

‘lords, because workers are parading the

streets of Petrograd earrying banuers
inscribed with, ‘‘Down With the Capi-
talists,’’ and ‘‘Long Live the Social
Revolution.”’

Russia’s capitalists, especially, are
wringing their hands in agony, as they
behold the workmen through their com-
mittees in virtual control of the na-
tion’s industries. It is elaimed by them
that the demands of Rusia’s workers
for increased wages, a shorter work-
day, and improved conditions would
more than wipe out all of their sacred
profits.

No attention is being paid apparently
by the workers €0 the threats of the
big business interests that the indus-
tries will be closed down if the workers

persist in their demands; the workers °

evidently feeling that they are fully
capable of conducting the industries
themselves.

* #

This situation-in Russia brings into
the limelight the fact that one of the
members of Wilson’s commission to
Russia is none other than Cyrus H.
MeMormick, head of the International
Harvester Company, oppressor of labor
in the United States, who is due to
learn much of the power of organized
labor during the next few weeks.

That the Harvester Company has
been very succesful in exploiting Rus-
sian labor in the past is shown by the
annual report of this corporation, which
states that $30,528,000 in profits is now
being held in Russia pending shipment
to the United States. Not so bad!

It would certainly break the heart
of Mr. MeCormick if the Russian labor-
ers should’ confiscate those profits and
decide to run the plants of the Har-
vester Company in Russia for the ex-
clusive benefit of the Russian workers
and farmers who produce and use its
products.

AS TO CONSCRIPTION.

——

(The Statist, London.)

A conscript army is required for
service at home or in the immediate
neighborhood of home. For service in
India, or anywhere equally distant, it
is out of the question. If we have con-
scription it must apply to every man
in the country. It must not be for
the poor alone. That was possible in
the old"days when working men had no
vote, and when trade unions were rig-
orcusly. put down. But mow, when the
great bulk of the voters are working
men and- when trade unions are vigor-
ous and rich, it is literally out of the
question, - Consequently, if there is to
be coniéription, every man, from .the
peer to the peasant, must be liable to
it. And does anybody seriously sup-
pose that the country would allow pro-
fessional men, men in business, men
¢onducting great works, to be taken as

privates from their business and semnt’

to the ends of the earth to fight for
what .might or might not be worth
fighting fort Itis certain that we must
~maintain s standing army  quite dis-
tinet from a comseript army.

i (London- oymm)

noldwmu»i!xmﬁt&-prhu

A -Galway magistrate, who w'.; a
~ major in the county militia, sedtenced™

M‘
Little has been h“!‘d in this ommtry
of the riot which broke out in Ccyion
nearly two years ago, and the grave
discontent that smoulders in the island
on account.of the “savage” methods
adopted in connection with the dis-
turbance by the authorities. The Bri-

tish press has been almost silent about
the event, and it is doubtful if one
person in ten in Great Britain has any
idea that anything serious had oe-
curred in that part of the empire.

Thé Tacts have now, however, been
presented to the British public, or at
any rate to that small section of the
British public that is likely to concern .
itself with the subject, by Mr. Armoud
de Souza in a book, “A Hundred Days
in Ceylon under Martial Law in 1915"
(Woodbridge and Co., Printers, High
Street, 'Highgate, London, N.). Mr,
de Souza is the editor of the Ceylon
Morning Herald, and the story he
tells of the blundering and eriminal
folly on the part of the Ceylon author-
ities, alike in provoking the riots and
in instituting a reign of terror on the
island,. reads like an account of an
exploit of Russian Czarism in Poland-—
the analogy need not be extended fur-
ther west than that.

Briefly, the story is that at the
bidding of a small but grasping and
rich group of traders, known as the
“Coast Moors,” who are quite distinct
[from the native -Mohammedans, the
authqrities  prohibited the Buddhists,
who form by far the largest section
of the population, from carrying out
their accustomed and quite harmless
religious procegsions. This led eventu-
ally to serious rioting in Kandy and
Colombo, started, it appears, by violent
acts on the part of the Coast Moors
themselves, with the result that in
addition to much destruction and pil+
lage, chiefly the work of the lower
dregs of the towns, some 39 peoplé®
both Mohammedan and Singalege, were
killed. The authorities did little or -
nothing to quell the rioting during its
progress, but immediately the disturbe
ances subsided martial law was pro-
claimed,” and continued for three
months, Wholesale arrests then took
place, and no less than 8,428 persons
were put on trail.  Of these, 8,016 were
dealt with by the civil courts, 3,673
being convicted and sentenced to heavy
terms of imprisonment, 412 were tried
by court-martial, of whom no less than
358 were declared guilty, 83 being con-
.demned to death and 66 actually suf-
fering the extreme penalty.

Not the least ground existed for be-
lieving the riots were connected with
any political aims or plot. This was
admitted by the Governer, Sir Robert
Chalmers, .in his report to the British
Government. The Singalese were
loyal and law abiding. Nevertheless,
many of them were tried and convicted
on the charge of treason, and hundieds
of perfectly innotent people bave ups
doubtedly been unjustly penaljsed,

The barshness and illegality of the
proceedings has -naturally aroused a
deep sense of injustice among the
Hindoo and Buddhist population. m




