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nortb-west 350 miles. In other words, tbey
would bave to travel 700 miles out of their
way to reacb this nortbern 'point on tbe
Saskatcbewan river, and then go south.
The Canadian Nortbern hune starts at Por-
tage la Prairie and goes nortb and west,
and there Is no otber way for a man coming
lu hy Nortb Portai to reacb tbat Uine. 1
ask tbe hon. gentleman if tbat Is not so ?

Mr. OLIVER. I will admît tbat a large
proportion of tbe settlers corne lu hy North
Portai and they do reacb tbe main lune of
tbe Canadian Pacific RaIlway at Moosejaw,
but I do not admit tbat, If the Canadian
Nortbern Railway were constructed tbey
would corne by way of Nortb Portai. It
would bie as short to come hy the way of
Winnipeg and take the Canadian Nortbern
to tbe Saskatchewan valley. These men
take the present route because tbere Is no
other, not hecause it is the sbortest that
there ivill hie. And it is absolutely unfair
to say that because tbey take a roundabout
route now tbey would therefore take that
route after a sborter one Is provided. Tbe
hulk of tbese people, as #the hion. mem-
ber (Mr. McCreary) kaows, corne lu from
Minnesota, Dakota and Iowa, witb a few
frein Nehraska and Kansas. Tbey are not
going out of their way hy comiug iu hy
Winnipeg and tbey could go west to tbe
Saskatcbewan by the direct hune.

Mr. McCREARY. Where would that hie
to ?

Mr. OLIVER. Northern Alberta, tbat le
wbere most of thern are goiug.

Mr. McCREARY. And bow wlll tbey get
to It, except by comlng lu by Winnipeg and
going by the Canadian Nortbern ?

Mr. OLIVER. That's wbat I say. Tbey
will nlot need to come lu by way of North
Portai, but by way of Winlpeg.

Mr. McCREARY. Weil, take the hon.
gentleman on bis own ground-tbey would
come lu by way of Wiunipeg. Tbey can
corne lu by that way now if tbey wisb. But
do tbey ? No, tbey take tbe Soo Lîne wbicb
is cbiefly owned hy tbe Canadian Pacific
Railway, and tbe Canadian Pacific Railway
encourage settlers to go lu that way by
giving a $9.60 rate from the bouudary lune
to Edmonton, againet a rate of $15 when
tbey came lu hy way of Winnipeg. More-
over, tbey make no change of cars at tbe
boundary hune but tbe samne cars run
througb from St. Paul and Minneapolis, sc
that settiers are not obliged to change carE
or unload. The cars are owned by tbe sanie
company. But If tbe settiers came lu lu s
Great Nortbern car, wben tbey got to tb(
bouudary lune they would bave to uuloaÈ
tbeir settler's effecte or pay sornethlng
like one cent a hundred miles, wblcb ls tb(
running rate to go to Edmonton. So, n(

matter bow rnany Canadian Northern roads
we bave the settiers from St. Paul or Minne-
apols-that means aise ail western and
southerui points like Kansas city, Okla-
homa, and so on, wlll take the Soo LUne.
As I say, the Canadian Pacifie Railway
favour that route. I bave tried bard, and
the Manitoba governent bas tried bard to
get Immigrants to corne In by way of Wlnni-
peg, so that they could get tbem Into Mani-
toba and up on the 'Manitoba and Nortb-
western route, but they bave nlot succeeded
iii doing so, because tbey bave more faveur-
able rates on a better train service by tbe
otber way. There Is no change of cars or
waiting over as at Winnipeg. A man and
his family coming into Winnipeg at two
o'clock cannot get a train going west until
the next day. What does tbat mean ? A
min may bave a farnily of seven or elgbt
eildren'n amihe will have to take them Up
town, and it wlll cost hlmi $10 or $15 for a
hotel bil for bis family. But, on the Soo
Line bie wilI start from St. Paul and get to
his destination without cbange of cars.

Mr. COCHRANE. Wbat bas tbat to do
witb this question ?

Mr. McCREARY. The lion. gentleman
(Mr. Oliver) tried to show tbat If tbis brancb
Une were constructed Immigrants golng Into
Alberta would take tbat Une, would go up
the Canadian Nortbern te Edmonton and
then strike goutb. As tbe lion. member for
East Middlesex (Mr. Gilmour) says It would
be like golng around two sides of a triangle.

Mr. COCHRANE. Would It burt that
section of the country If the brancb line
were huilt ?

Mr. McCREARY. This hranch lune will
neyer hie huilt-no fear of tbat. But what
I sny is that tbe brancb line, a charter for
which Is heing applIed for from Medicine
Hat on the Canadian Pacific Railway, will
be the only proper line for Immigrants to
go lu on.

Mr. OLIVER. If it Is a question hetween
the Canadian Pacifie Railway and tbe Can-
adian Northern as to who shahl occupy this,
country, I arn perfectly satlsfied for my part
that the Canadian Pacifie Railway shall
bc- given a cbarter and a cbance to occupy
1t. That country bas heen tbere a good
wbile and the Canadian Pacific Rallway
has been there a good while toc, and the
Canadian Pacific Railway bas doue notbing

>to occupy the country yet. Now cornes an-
other company aud wants to occupy It.
They are a golng concern. I do not know
wbether tbey mean business or not, but I
nsk tbe House If It la prepared to take tbe
responsihlllty of refuslng to allow a corn-
pany to give the accommodation tbat Io re-
quired and tbat everyhody admits le re-
qulred.
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