
•.j

ties so manv persons aiming at, and achieving in their quiet way, so

iTuch orexLSence in ever; department for wbch an opportumty fo^^

display is afforded on this occasion. No one v^iH visit t^is place

wXut carrying away from it an enhanced estimate of the value and

Trnportance of our agricultural and horticultural interests. Many

TleaveIt with a better opinion of a soil and climate where -ch

excellence is attainable. Some of our English tnends I ha^e reason

to hope, with the evidence which this show affords ^n^y, on their r^

turn to their own courtry, be able to intimate a douot whetW the

time has not come to revise the stereotyped Pf^gf^Pj^^^-f"J.^J^oi
which figures iP their school geographies, and ^^ether it migh^^^^^^

be possible, witnout violating the truth to descnbe o"'' ^J^J^inc^^^^^

remarkable for something else than "barren rocks «nf/^^f̂f^^^^^

foes." I confess I love the Province, of whose administration 1 have

th^e honor for the moment to be the head, and if tnere is any portion

of our population with which I an. connected by ties more tender

than another, it is the class whose interests we are e«pe«a !y
me to

promote. A; son and grandson ot' men who had been cu tivators of

the soil of Nova Scotia, I should be ashamed of myself if I did not

feel L the class and for the pursuits with which I am .0 ^uch iden-

tified more than an ordinary attachment, and I assure jou I look

forward with pleasure and pride to the time when, relieved from the

duties of public office, I shall be able to pursue the rural life and cul-

tivate the rural tastes which are so dear to me.

No occupation so grows on the affections as that of tilhng the "oxl.

There is something into which the instincts of our nature respond

Tho idea is associated with the earliest history of our ^^^'J^^^^
God created man of the dust of the earth, ^^d. b'-^^^^f^^'\*°/J'
nostrils the breath of life, and gave him the name Adam, or ^arthy, to

indica e his origin, he placed him in the Garden of Eden and assigned

otm the dutf
'

'to d?ess it and to keep it." This splendid abode

which was surrounded by the four rivers, and withm whose precincts

" erew every tree that was pleasant to the sight and good tor tood,

was a fitting residence for primeval man. The name Paradise given

first to this abode, and afterwards appUed m a mgtxer sense to the

realms of bliss, is a word of groat antiquity, as it is one ot Peculmr

significance. I: i^ to be found in all the old languages of the i<.a8t.

Kmestousi . C-e Greek, yet is older than ^^re^ce. Jn all

tongues it CMnevB thx Idea of a i>ark and a gar .a. It means the

hand of God and the hand of man. It means nature s inherent ier-

tility, stimulated by man's industry. This we call ''«lt^vatiori, ano-

ther word not without significance ; we denve It from a Latin xoot,

whTch means alike "to tUl and to worship," as if there were some-

thing of worship in obeying the comma-d of the Dmne Being to the

first of our race, to till the ground and to keep it.

But I shall not lay too much stress upon an interpretation which 1

fear is open to the objection of being somewhat fanciful. Indeed


