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of implacable Hatred; accordingly, thofc whoembraced the Religioa of Jefus, p^e^pared to takeup the Crois--to rcfign all earthly Profpeas and
Enjoyments--even Lite itfcU; for the Teftimony
of their divine Mailer.
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Under thefe oppreHive Circiimftances, Chriftia-
nity mu Ihave been totally overwhelmed, had not theHand of Gou been ftretched out to fupport it ; notonly by the Miracles which he enabled the Apoftlesand other Believers to work daily, but alfo by the
extraordinary Effufions of his Spirit whkh werepoured otit on the meek Followers of the Z-Ueemer. During three tedious Centuries it ftruegled
agaiiift aU the Uppofition it could receive from the

with thofeof Darknels, and combined tocrulh itAgamft thele.t only oppofed the Patience, Suffer-ings, and unblem.fhed tondudl of its Profeffors •

Nor can any Thing be a more irrefragable Proof
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thole Diificulties-rofe triumphant over them, tillm the Beginning of the fourth Century, itatoded
the imperial Throne of Rome f.
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'" thisEpiftle pathetically reprefentsthe Sufferings to which Chriftians were expofed

partly with Defign to counteraft the infidious En-deavours of fome falie Teachers, who endeavot^ed
to alienate the Corinthians from him, and the
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^^Zl^^?^' ^' ^'^ ^'•""bkd on every Sidl%s he, but not dUbeffed
, we are perplxed,

" but
t CONSTANTINS the Great began to re.Vn Am. Dorr., -.v-


