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tor, unreservedly to guarantee to the grantee the
qniet possession of his grant. As grantor, I am
not to get the value of the land I grant. My
price for my land, the law is to limit. But my
jiabihty, as having granted it, the law is to
leave uiilimitet]. Tied down as to quantity, and
conditions, and price,—not alienating my land,
—in fact having it taken from me,—I e.m to be
just as unreservedly liable to the man who takes
It from me, if he is troubled in his possession, as
though 1 hed sold or gianted it to him tor a fair
value, of my own free will. And, as if to keep
up throughout, the style of satire in which the
whole is drawn, my rent, (of blank amount,) I
am told, 13 to be "considered for all legal puposes
' as a constituted rent (rente constituec) redeem-
'ab,eatanylime, repiesenting the value of the

' the immoveade chaiged therewith." It is to
be cousiVZt'mZ to represent such value. \Vhy is
it not to do so ? Why am J not to have that va-
Jae ? My predecessors had it, under the French
Crown. My n^ht is, to have it now.
Once more I say ; clauses like these could not

have entered into the mind of man, tnless by rea-
son of the doctrine, in all its 'eni<lh and bread'h
and fulness that the Seigniors are vvron^-doincr
trustees, to whom no mercy is to be shown!
J hat doctrine disproved,—and disproved it is,—
theie clauses, one and all, admit oJ no word of de-
fence or apology.

But there is more to come. The Seventh and
r.iglitn Sections read :

—

" VII. All sales, concessions, agreements or sti-
ptilations hereatter made, contrary to the prece-
^/"gP'ovisions, shall be null and of none effect.
" VIII. Kvery Seignior who shall receive, di-
rectly or indirectly, any sum of money or any

^_
other valuable t'lmg as and for the price or con-
Bideration of the concession of a quantity of wild
and unimproved land, over and above the an-

^

nual rents and dues, or over and above the ca-
pKal they represent, shall repay such surplus

^^
to the party who sh .11 have so paid or given the

^^

same, or to his representatives ; and any per-
son who shall so pay or give any sum of money

;

or any other valuable th.ng, shall have an ac-

^^
tiou lor the recovery theieof with costs in any
Court ot competeiitju isdiction."
Again, no restoraiion of anything that was law

before the cession. The one nuliity ii, those days
ever thought of, as I have shewn, was 'hat threa-
tened by the an-ei of 1732,—the nullity of every
&a e of wild lands, by ceasitaire or Seignior. The
sale of land not absolutely wild— the grant of
land, m any state, at high rates or under onerous
charges,—were never threatened with nullity.
Inere was one remedy and but o.;o for the one
cx.mplainr that the ceasitaire might make; and
that remedy was by appeal to the Governor and
Intendant.and the o)tai.,ing from th^m of the
concession, which the a.bitrary will of the Kin^
h .d committed to them (mi such complaint made"
and not otherwise) the . ight of granting. But by
this threatened legislation, I am told the siz« of
the grants lam lomnke; they are neither to be
too large nor too small : all frfiPdnm as to mnd'
lions and price ot grant, is taken from me; and Ifany man for any cause agree to let me have theadvantage ofother and to my mind better terrns
of any sort, such agreement -no matter how free-ly made-is to be •' null and of rone effect "

I

cannot bind hino to his word. He cannot bind
himself. Nay, in the case, even, of his having
given me any kind of consideration whatsoever
to induce me to prefer him to another, for any lot
that may chance to have been particularly in de-
mand,! must give it bac': to him, or his represen-
tatives, whenever he or they shall see fit to ask
some to do. There is such a thing as immoral
legislation

; and, as ont^ instance of "it, I must say
that the law that wantonly enables men of full
age and sound mind to unsay their word, to get
back what they may have feely given, or keep
what they may have agreed to give, for that
which at the time was an honest consideration, is
not moral. The less we have of su.;h law, the
better.

I proceed to the ninth section :

—

" IX. Every Seignior who possesses within his
" censive any wild lands, shall be entitled to dia-
" member from such wild lands and to preserve for
" his own private use, without being obliged to con-
" cede any part thereof, a domain which shall not
" con.sist of more than superficial ar-
'• pents

; Provided always, that Seigniors who have
•' already domains within their censives, intended for
'' their private u.se. of the said quantity of
»' arpeiits or more, shall not have the ri^ht of re-
'' serving for snch use any part of the wild and un-
" conceded lands in the same censive; and that Seig.
'' nio-s whose domains already reserved for their
" private use, are under the said quantity of
" arponts, shall have the right to reserve only so

I

" much of the wild lands in the said censive as will
1

" complete the .=aid quantity of arpents,"
Innovation, still.— The old law of the Feudal Te-

nure, as we have seen, required the grantee of land
en fief to keep such land him.«elf. Every permission
to sub-grant was a relaxation of the rule. And that
relaxation was carried in Canada to its utmost length,
by the arret of Marly; under which the granting of
land was not merely permitted, but in general terms,
and without specification of any particular extent of
reservable domain, directed. But there could have
been, at the time of the framing of this arret, no idea
of preventing a Seignior from re.-erving any extent
of domain, no matter what, that he could make use
of. When the King granted a seigniory of six
leagues square, to noblemen of high rank,—as for in-
stance, he did Beauharnois—was it to be supposed
that the Marquis de Ht^auharnois, the Governor of the
country, and his brother, men of their position and
pretensions, %\cyq meant to be limited to a blank
number of arpen*' for their domain ? Never.— .^nd the grantees of seigniories were, in the great
majority of insiances. men of mark and consequence

;nany were of noble family; many were to be re-
warded for valuable service rendered ; many render-
ed special service as a consideration for their grants

jsome had their seigniories (the ComtSs of St. Lau-
rent and D'Orsainvillo, and the Baronneries of
1 ortneufand Longueuil, for example,) so specially en-
nobled as to give rank to their owners in the peerage
of France jtself;^ as a body, all were meant to be the
nobles of New France. Was ii «ver meant to say
to them, that thoy must not hold and use for 'ihem-
selves, more than some fixed maximum fraction of
the vast grants of land, which by its letters patent
the Crown gave them in full property forever? The
arr6t of Marly could have meant tr 'hreaten no mor«


