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kindred sympathies, and acknowledging a like allegiance, by

an almost untraversable tract of country
;
gazing at the pros-

perity of a nation that held out every inducement to unite

with it ; without manufactures or capital, yet witnessing a

stream of British wealth pouring into the lap of its overshadow-

ing neighbour ; thinly populatedand outbid in attracting immi-

gration. Times have changed, liowever, and there is no reason

why this era should not be but the dawn of our prosperity. All

that has been done here has been accomplished in the teeth of

competition with a nation which calls itself, and is generally

accepted as, the most enterprising of all nations; which " beats

all creation" in everything it does, "steals tlie keys from snoring

Destiny," and outruns time in its hurry to do it. We have

been alternately flattered and threatened, yet neither wile nor

threat has mortgaged our country with dishonour, or caused

us to sacrifice our identity. So if we take pride in the past

there is some excuse for us ; if we hope for the future, we
have, at least, some justification. Thanks to Dr. Ryerson, our

school children have now the means of acquiring a knowledge

of Canadian geography without first searching through every

State in the American Union to find the country they live in,

and can now learn something of Canadian history without

first pumping dry the reservoir of Yankee buncombe.

Thus far my object has been to indicate our advancement

as a country and as a people, but it may be well to consider

whether individual effort has kept pace, in individual results,

with combined action and joint progress ; whether the unit

has distinguished itself when isolated from the mass ; whether

the mind has grown inert by reason of the need to supply mere

bodily wants ; whether chopping and digging have blunted

sensibilities, and kept in the back-ground the more refined

ambitions of the soul ; whether our soil is more fertile than

our brains ; whether scholarship and talent find in Canada a
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