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Oxyinuthylone 8ucciiiif ostcr on Ireatmont with extern of phenyl hy-
drazine, or treatini,' tho pyrazolone with another molecule of the same re-

agent, a splittin^r of tlie jiyrazolone ring takes place with the formation
of tho hydrn/.onedihydiazido of formyl succinic acid.

Tho compound melting at 1()7° was not obtained.

It is now of interest, considering that oxymethylcne succinic e.ster is

the '
.;i ' corresponding to tho lactonic aconic acid, to investigate the

action of phenyl hydrazine on this former sub.stance, for in this way it

was that some light might be thrown upon the constitution of aconic
acid, which has been variously represented by the following constitu-

tions :
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4 grams of formyl succinic ester wore mixed with two grams of
phenyl hydrazine freshly distilled. The mixture immediately became
hot and turned deep red. It did not solidify in a freezing mixture. It

was then boated for some hours on the water bath, and tinally in a paral-
tin bath at IG0°. On cooling and adding a very little ether, the mass .set

perfectly solid. Thesubstance was recrystaliizcd from low boiling petrolic

ether, and then from alcohol by dissolving at TO'' and placing the solu-

tion in tho freezing mixture. Tho sub.stance melted at 110°. It gave
tho following numbers on analysis :

Oi27;{ gram gave 0-29GJ gram CO., and O-OC.J-l gram IL.O.

OiOTC gram gave IT'l ccs. moist nitrogen at 2'.'," and 750 mm.
Calculated for C„ ll,^ No O,,

C = 6}Ul%, II = .')(;9%, X = 11-34%.

found, C = C:{-41%. II = 570,^. N = ll-.3!)%.

It is, therefore, tho pyrazolone ester of J jibcnyl jiyrazolone, 4 acetic

acid.

An attempt was made to obtain the acid corresponding to the pyra-
zolone ester by bydrolyzing the ester, but no dclinile compound could bo

isolated.

In order to ascertain whether by the treatment oi" the pyrazolone
osier with excess of phenyl hydrazine a sjilitting of the ring could bo


