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Thanks, however, to the memorials of three divines of our

church, being those of her tutor Dr. Lake, and of her

chaplains Dr. Hooper, dean of Canterbury, and Dr. Ken,

bishop of Bath and Wells, many interesting particulars of

Mary II. before she left England, and of the first seven years

of her married life in Holland, are really extant. These

clergymen were successively domesticated with Mary for years

in her youth, and chiefly from their evidence, and as far as

possible in their very words, have these portentous chasms

in her biography been supplied.

Mary II. was the daughter of an Englishman and an

EngUshwoman, owing her existence to the romantic love-

match of James duke of York with her mother, Anne Hyde,

daughter of lord-chancellor Clarendon. The extraordinary

particulars of this marriage have been detailed in the biography

of Mary's royal grandmother, queen Henrietta Maria.* The

father of Mary had made great sacrifices in keeping his

plighted word to her mother. Besides the utter renunciation

of fortune and royal alliance, he displeased the lower and

middle classes of England, who have a peculiar dislike to see

persons raised much above their original station j the prof-

ligates of the court sneered exceedingly at the heir of three

crowns paying the least regard to the anguish of a woman,
while politicians of every party beheld with scornful astonish-

ment so imprincely a phenomenon as disinterested affection.

All this contempt the second son of Charles I. thought fit to

brave, rather than break his trothplight with the woman his

heart had elected; neither could he endure the thought of

bringing shame and sorrow on the grey hairs of a faithful

friend like Clarendon.

The lady Mary of York, as she was called in early life, was
bom at St. James's-palace, April 30, 1662, at a time when
public attention was much occupied by the fetes and rejoicings

for the arrival of the bride of her uncle, king Charles II.

Although the duke of York was heir-presumptive to the

throne of Great Britain, few persons attached any impor-

tance to the existence of his daughter ; for the people looked
^ See vol. V,


