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iBttst be excited^ Uiat we may perform oar ilutv. But
if we may be ihankful for victory, we may be more

thankful; that we are no kmger constrainea to strive

for victory, «r for defence.

Many of hs have th<Ntght, that our cause was not

right ; or, at the most, thai it was far from being suf-

ficient for invi^ving ihe country in the evils of hostil-

ity with the juUion, the most powerful in the world

with lesDect to us. These undoubtedly rejoice great-

ly in feeling a release from the morul, as well as the

natural evils of the contest. J^sA indeed, whether it

were deemed right or wrong, I doubt not, that we can

all rejoice very heartily together, thiat the war is end-

ed, and peaisexesiored.

We axe relieved Also frmn gieat diflSculties and dan-

gers in our internal situaiion. We are relieved from
many and heavy burdens, though many must still re^

main ; from many wants and sufferings ; from the ue-

^ssityof defenduig ourselves on all our coasts and
borders; from violentjneasures, and violent ex^n'tionsi

from great questions aiid dangers respecting; our rights,

and tJkte Constitution, and the priiMsiples of the Union^
4ind the interests of the particular members. If our

internal order and peace may now be preserved with
«quity, this is a great jreasonfor rejeioiag to patriotick

minds.
II. The blessings of peace, then, aire first percveived

and felt in a discharge from the eviM and miseries of
war. We scarcely know the good, that |ve possess,

till w-e have lost U ; and we mosit fee^Ungly perceive it,

w^n it is restored. Yet ijk wm^A not be very natmral,

or not very wise, to|»lu«ge ourselves into mjisery, meice^

ly ior the pleasure of being delivered^ We all felt <^

strong 8ensiaUo9 ofjoy, we rslsed a tujmidt of joy, when
the sudden and gla4«ound ofpeace gireeted ourears. We
stopped not to dmibt, or to inquire into cireuwstances,w
conditions. Peaceofanykiud wasjoyfulnews. Wewe^
delighted with the very name of peace. We ha4 experi-
enced enoughoftheealNwitiesofwaf,aod e»j^9led4«^
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