
Unction of the Sick.

In movinjr the rewlntion, which ia bulbru yon on the

AlftMiia I'aper. •' That this Synod do memorialize the Gen-
eral Syno<l of Canada to appoint a Committee to conxider

the question of r<>ittorini( the pnrmisaire uneofthi! ancient

practice of Anointing the ^ick." I deiire to lay before yon
certain facta to n-hicli I wonld aak the Hynod moat reapect-

fnlly to sive eariii'at attention. And tint, let me aay that

this anbject is one of no amall importance. It ia important

becanae it bclonira to thnt sphere of faith and practice in

which the univereal Church waa in primitive ages in abao-

lute accord. And it is imi>ortant, too, in the ' iring which
it ha* upon the Church's mitiaion to the be .. . Wo know
the intimate relation between soul and body ; we know,
through the fact of the Reanrrection, what the valce oi the

body ia, and we know ,'oo that aome apt-cial gifts of hesUnjr

and a general power working for the health of the bod;

wore sigua and accompanimenta of not merely Apostleehip

but even Diacipleship, in the early Church. Now, if it be
that the Apostles, following a direct command, or even
an example set by Christ, and, writing under the inspi-

ration of the Holy Oho.st, practised and recommended an
Ordinance, designed to convey a specific blessing to one in

grievous eickness, whereby he might look not only for

spiritual help in the trying hours of pain and weakness, but
also and chiefly, if God saw fit, a restoration to health, and
if it be that the early Church continued topractisu the cus-

tom, testifying to its value, it cannot Rirto be a matter of

grave questioning whether we are not sustaining in the

Anglican branch of the Church, a distinct loss by allowing

a perverted following of the Apostles' precept by another

braiich ofthe Church to so warp our judgment as to lead

us to deny altogether the right use of something which has

inspired authority behind it. The spiritnaT nature of

disease, and the power of the mind over the body, are more
recognized now than at any time since universal belief in


