
PEEFACE.

I HAVE undertaken to write a Life of Jesns, the

Christ, in the hope of inspiring a deeper interest in

the noble Personage of whom those matchless his-

tories, the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and

John, are the chief authentic memorials. I have en-

deavored to present scenes that occurred two thousand

years ago as they would appear to modem eyes if

the events had taken place in our day.

The Lives of Christ which have appeared of late

years have naturally partaken largely of the dialectic

and critical spirit. They have either attacked or de-

fended. The Gospel, like a city of four gates, has

been taken and retaken by alternate parties, or held

in part by opposing hosts, while on every side the

•marks of siege and defence cover the groimu. This

may be unfortunate, but it is necessary. As long as

great learning and acute criticism are brought to assail

the text of the Gospels, their historic authenticity, the

truth of their contents, and the ethical nature of their

teachings, so long must great learning and sound phi-

losophy be brought to the defence of those precious

documents.
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