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-!'.' •- Article XXV. , rjri''. ,<r ••

The Commissioners shall keep an accurate record and
correct minntes or notes of all their proceedinj^s, with
the dates thereof, and may appoint and employ a secre-

tary and any other necessary officer or officers to assist

them in the transaction of the business which may come
before them.
Each of the High Contracting Parties shall pay its own

Commissioner and agent or counsel ; all other expenses
shall be defrayed by the two Governments in equal moie-

ties. ,,,.,.. , i

Article XXVI.
( •
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The navigation of the river St. Lawrence, ascending
and descending, from the forty-fifth parallel of north lati-

tude, where it ceases to form the boundary between the

two countries, from, to, and into the sea, shall forever i e-

main free and open for purposes of commerce to the

citizens of the United States, subject to any laws and
regulations of Great Britain, or of the Dominion of Can-
ada, not inconsistent with such privilege of free navi-

gation.

The navigation of the rivers Yukon, Porcupine, and
Stikine, ascending and descending, from, to, and into the

sea, shall forever remain free and open for the purposes
of commerce to the subjects of Her Britannic Majesty
and to the citizens of the United States, subject to any
laws and regulations of either country withiii its own
territory, not inconsistent with such privilege of free

navigation. . •.. - %

Article XXVII.
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The Government of Her Britannic Majesty engages to

urge upon the Government of the Dominion of Canada
to secure to the citizens of the United States the use of

the Welland, St. Lawrence, and other canals in the Do-
minion on terms of equality with the inhabitants of the

Dominion ; and the Government of the United States

engoges that the subjects of Her Britannic Majesty shall

enjoy the use of the St. Clair Flats Canal on terms of

equality with the inhabitants of the United States, and
further engages to urge upon the State Governments to

securo to the subjects of Her Britannic ^Majesty the use
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