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A comparison of the Ithaca and Portage faunas shows that

nearly all of the typical Portage species occur, though less -rbuncl-

antly, in the Ithaca fauna. Some of the most abundant species

of the Ithaca fauna, Cyrtina liamiltoncnsis and Strophodonta

mucronata, are present in the Portage. A few of the most dis-

tinctive species of the Ithaca fauna as Cryptonella iitdora and
Spirifcr mrsacostalis, are not found in the Portage and the Ith-

aca shale. The prevalence of the Ithaca shale conditions and
the Li)ii^ula fauna probably led to the .shifting of some of the

Portage species, since they appear to be absent from the Ithaca

shale; with the return o£ .sandy sediments, the Portage species,

[some of which were thinned almo.st to extniclion. were accom-

panied by Hamilton species which were probably derived from

ithe east and by others not before known from the New York
(sy.stem, giving rise to the co.smopolitan Ithaca fauna.

An examination of the Chemung fauna also reveals its close

I

relationship to the Ithaca fauna. Several of the species are

i common to both. There is, however, a smaller per cent, of

species common to the Chemung and Ithaca, than of those com-
mon to the latter and the Portage fauna. This together with

tlie fa(5l that Portage species occur in the Ithaca group, and

that a typical Portage fauna occurs above the ithaca, seem to

indicate that the latter has a closer relationship to the Portage

and shouldbe classed in the Portage epoch.
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