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commercial one. The Aiaericans said them-
eelvea that they desired ub to he on such terms
with them, that more commercial intercourse

would ibllow.They did not desire a suspension

of trade with us. If then we could shew them
that the trade was not of such magnitude as

that its interruption would produce a com>
plete change in oi*r hopes and aspirations and
tender us willing to abandon our whole future

we should remove one of the greatest ob-

stacles—the re-establishment of intimate

trade relations. (Hear, hear.) Again it was
clear another class of people we had to meet
was honestly convinced that the trade under
the treaty was more advantageous to Canada
than to the United States ; so advantageous
indeed to Canada that we should be willing

to make any sacrifice in a commercial sense

to retain it. Now, it was not a good way to

enter into a bargain with the United States

by laying down our hands and sayicg, we
must concede every thing they asked. He
contended that this was not the posi>

tion of Canada. He admitted that the
treaty was important ; that there were im-
portant interests which would suffer if

it were interfered with, but he declared they
were not so important that we should give
up everytoing, in a commercial and financial

sense, to have it renewed. (Hear.) We were
called on by the Detroit Convention to en-
large our canals, to give them certain assur-

ance with regard to the use of those canals,

also to alter our custoiiis and other duties in

the sense which they tl^ought would be more
advAntagtious to the manufacturing interests,

than at present. Now we were prepared to

enter into discussion on all these points. We
said we were ijatisfied with the treaty though
it was not so advantageous for us as we could
wish, and ask them if they did not desire an
absolute suspension of commercial inter-

course to tell us the points which, in their

opinion, demanded modification. Now, if

taking the Detroit Convention as an
exponent of the views of the United States,

we saw that the enlargement of our
Canals was one of the points urged by them*
The position of the Government on this sub-
ject was clearly and intelligibly stated the
other night. We have not trade ourselves
which requires such enlargement. N trade
which of itself would justify us in enlarging
these Canals ; we could only be repaid for

such improvements by obtaining Americna
trade and making it pay tolls or otht wise
contribute to our revenue. If then, the Ame-
ricans don't want to have any trade with us,

it would clearly be the greatest mistake in

the world to enlarge our Canals ; that should
only be done in the event of the Americans
desiring to send their produce by our routes.

It was very well for them to ask us to en-
large our Canals so that they might have
some check on the rates of tolls taken on the
Erie Canal. All very well for them to de-

mand the enlargement of our Canals, whether

they used them or not, but he thought that

when they came to ask for it we ought very
fairly to refer to some points which require
to be altered in our interest. There was, for

instance, the registration of shipping and the
admission of our vessels to their coasting
trade. The Government of Canada] con-
tended that the interests of the Maritime
provinces should be identical with thoseofthis
Country, but we should have to consider
whether the facilities we were asked to fur-

nish the North-west for reaching foreign

markets were not of such value as to justify

us in asking that our vessels should be ad-

mitted to a participa 'on in their coasting
trade. The registration of shipping was of

great importance to the interests of the very
place in which the House was now sitting.

—

It was to be hoped the American Govern-
ment would take a different view in future

from what they had taken heretofore. Large
numbers of American ships had been trans-

ferred to English owners durng the late war,

and it would be very difficult, if he under-
stood their law aright, to get their registers

changed back again.

A VOICE—They can't do it.

Mr. GALT—Another point was this. It

would be quite plain to any one who looked
at what was passing in the United States that

the question of their revenue had a most im-
portant bearing on our commercial relation

with them. That country could not main-
tain very high duties in a variety o2 articles

without a great deal of illicit trade being car-

ried on from Canada to the United States.

—

He thought, and his colleagues too thought,
that Canada o-ight to perform the part of

a friendly neighboring country that it

should, as far as possible, prevent their

revenue being subjected to fraud ; but it was
at the same time clear that the check which
could be exercised by us on smuggling from
Canada into the U. S. was next to nothing.

It must be checked from the American side,

not from ours. There was only one way in

which it could be effectually prevented, the
selection of certain articles on which the

duties should be so nearly assimilated as to

prevent an inducement to illicit trade. The
Americans had now a commission sitting to

revise their revenue laws, which commission
was invited by the Detroit Convention to

confer with the Finance Ministers of the

British Provinces. Any suggestion that

might be made by them would hie considered
in the most friendly spirit, but if we were to

be met by an absolute Chine" j wall of restric-

tion,—if there was to be no intercourse

between the two countries,—well, then, let

them look after their own frontier. We
would have such duties as we please, and let

them have the duties they liked. ^Hear,
hear.) He would now leave the question of

our trade with the United States, and would
like to be nermitcd to occupy the attention


