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allowed him, out of his own pocket, half a guinea a day. But when the army
began to move northward, that hu mi^ht l)« cxeniptcd from the fatigues of war, he

lent him home; according to Mr. MacleodSbeft rccolleftion, in the New Gallant

frigate, which carried honic difpatches from his Excellency to Government.

He came to a refi)lution n<>w, fince he found that he had no farther profpeA

of being employed to his mind in the ainiy, of retiring, wiih what little wealth

he had, to the Ilighlands, where he might live cheap, and, when he ftiould die,

where his bones might reft with thofe ot his kindied and anccltors. He fold his

houfe in Chelfea for about two hundred pounds, to which he added feme fmal-

ler fums that he had depofited from time to time, in the hands of Mr. Alexaiv

dcr Macdonald, a clerk in the King's ollict, Chelfea, and who there kept a Pub-

lic Houfc at the fign of the Serjeant and Crown. As his wife was very much
afraid of the fea, he left htr, with the little ones, to purfue their journey home
to Inverncfs by land, while he himfelf, with the chief part of the money, and

feveral large trunks full ot arms, clothes, and other ftwfF, on which he fct a

great value, was to make for the fame place by fea. The fliip in which he em-
barked was the Margaret and Peggy ot Ai)erdeen ; the Mafter's name Captain

Davidfon. Off the coaft of Yorklhire a tempeft arofc, which drove the (hip on
the rocks, and-funk her to the bottom. Maclcod alone, ofthepalTengers, faved

his life by lafhinghimlclf toa plank when the (hip was finking. He was taken

\ip almoft dead, between Whitby and Scarborough, and carried to the houfe

of a gentleman, originally from Airfliire, whofe people had come to look after

the wreck. By that gentleman, as well as bv his lady, he was treated with the

utmoft humanity. He afked him, after he came to his fenUs, if he knew where
he was ? Mr. Macleod replied, that all he knew at that moment was, that he
was under the roof of fome good people, who had taken compaflion on his mis-

fortune ; but that, if it fhould pleafc God to recover him perfeftly, he would
be able to tell where he was, when he (liould be taken out into the open air.

Mr. Boyd, in the kindeft manner, advifed him to compoie himfelf for reft, and,
in the mean time, gave it in charge to his fervants to wait upon the ftranger,

and to adminifter all proper refrefliment .ind neceflary a/Tiftance. For three or

four days he was kindly detained by Mr. Boyd, who knew many officers known
to Mr. Macleod, and who had himfelf a brother, Major Boyd, in the army.
As Macleod's clothes were wet and torn by the rocks, he fitted him as well as he
Could, with a fuit from his own wardrobe, two fliirts, and a (ilk handkerchief
for keeping his neck warm ; and though he had a gold watch in his pocket, ai

well as a ring of fome little value on his hand, Mr, Boyd infifted on his accep-
tance of two guineas Nor did his generous goodnefs ftop here; be offered

his carriage to take the old Serjeant to Durfiam, from whence he might find con-
venient means of travelling to Newcaftie and Edinburgh, in both of which
places he had feveral acquaintance. That favour, however, Macleod pofi-

lively and refolutely declined to accept ; and, after the warmeik acknowledge-
ments of gratitude to the honourable family, took his leave.—Still the generous
cares of Mr. Boyd purfued him. He fent his chariot after him on the road,
with orders to the coachman, to pafs himfelf for the driver of a retour chaife

going that way by accident. The coachman did fo, and after walking about a
mile or two before Macleod, and converfing with him, offered him *' a lift,"

which he accepted. He was made acquainted with the generous deception at

the inn at Durham.
Donald Macleod, after all his toils, fufferings, and gains, found himfelf at

laft fet down at Ii /ernefs, not much richer than when he ferved as an appren-
tice to the mafons and ftone-cutters ; except, indeed, we account as riches, a
very faithful and attached wife, and a phntifal (lock of flourifliing children,

jfuper-added, ia his old age, to a pretty numerous off-fpring procreated in his

younger years. As his memory is now confiderably impairai, he docs not pre-
tend to makeanexa6l enumeration of the whole of his off-fpring; but he knows
qf lixteen fons, thee|deft of whom is turned of eighty, and the youngfftof nine;
bpfidcji daughters; of whom, the eldcft, by the prefent wife, is a niantua-ma-


