
LETTER TO THE ABBE B.AYNAL. 11

on, without the affiftance of fhipping ; but this was

not the cafe with France. Tlie idea therefore of a

navy did not arife to France from the fame original

and immediate neceffity which produced it to England.

But the queiVion is, that when both of them turn their

attention, and employ their revenues the fame way,

which can be fuperior ?

The annual revenue of France is nearly double that

of England, and her number of inhabitants more than

twice as many. Each of them has the fame Jength of

coaft on the channel, bcfides which, France has Teveral

hundred miles extent on the Bay of Bifcay, and an

opening on the Mediterranean : and every day proves,

that pradbice and cxercife makes failors, as well as fol-

diers, in one country as well as another.

If then Britain can maintain an hundred fliips of

the line, France can as well fupport an hundred and

fifty, becaufe her revenues and her population are as

equal to the one as thofc of England ni'~ to the other.

And the only reafon why ihe has not done it, is be-

caufe fhe has not till lately attended to it. But when

flie fees, as flic now fees, that a navy is the firft engine

of power, ftie can eafiiy accomplirh it.

En G J- AND very falfcly, and ruinoufly for herfelf,

infers, that bocanfe fhe had the advantage of France,

wiaile France had the finaller navy, that for that rea-

ibn it is always to be fo. Whereas it may be clearly

feen, that the rtrcngth of France has never yet been

tried on a navy, and that flic is able to be as fuperior to

England in the extent ot a naw, as flie is in the extent

of


