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fixteen (hips of the line and five frigates to carry

3000 land forces; again, on the 15th'' he re-

duceth the number of fliips to ten^ from 60 to

74 guns, and four frigates; and twelve fhips

from 12 to 24 guns, each to ferve as trafifporfs^

to fail with 5000 land forces at the end of

March^ or beginning of ApriL From the Hague
this equipment was confirmed, but faid not to

be with that difpatch as firft reported; that

10,000 men were ordered for Britany^ and

that the troops to be embarked would be

draughted out of old corps ^. On the contrary,

other advices to the faid office declare that the

prieparations at Breji were then as great, as if

the flames of war would extend all ov^^ Europe:

and that it was reported, though not to be cre-

dited^ that an attempt was defigned in favour of

the Pretender *,

On the 25th ', Mr. Be Cofne further dif-

covers that there were eight more fhips fitting

out at Rochfort and Rochelle^ which in all would
make thirty fhips of war; twenty of which
were of the line, that they were to take on
board 6000 land forces, and that they worked
night and day to get them to fea *.

* Received on the i8th.

* Advices received in Lord Holdernefs^s office, January

^l^^i 1755- Letter A.
^ See ditto.

^ Dated Paris, 22d January, 1755.
« See letter A in Lord Holdermfs's office*
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