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number of refolutioiu rtfpeAing the

American trade ; uipon a number of

#hlcli, a bill wai Drought in, and

paflfcd into a law, luyii^g heavy du-

ties on the articles imported into the

colonies from the French and other

iflands in,tb«..>ye^ In.dies. } .and or-

dering ^tb duties to be paid, in

ibecie, into the Exchequer of Great

Britain. As to the Spaniih trade,

the Court of Madrid had always

been againft it ; and in complaifance

to that Court, as well as in compli-

an '• with the old law, and treaties

with Spain, it continued to be pre-

vented, as much as poffible.

. The Americans complained much
of this new law ; and of the unex-

ampled hardihip, of firft beine

deprived of obtaining fpecie, and
next being ordered to pay thenew
duties, in fpecie, into the Trea-
fury at London } which they faid

mult fpeedily drain them of all the

fpecie thev nad. But what feemed

more particularly hard upon them,

was, a bill broujght in the fame fe{-

fipn, and paflecT into a law, " To
reftrain the currency of'paper money
in the colonies."

At the end ofthe feilion, the King
thanked the Houfe ofCommons, for

the " wife regulations which had
been eftablilhed to augment the pub-
lic revenues, to unite the interefts of
the mod diilant poiTeffions of his

crown, and to encourage and fecure

their commerce with Great Britain."

Extra^ of a letter from Penfacola,

Weft Florida^ dated Dec, 13, 1764.
*• E\ery thing here is put into a

dull ftate, by the men of war ob-

firuAing the Spaniards from trading

with us. We had four veiTeis here

lately, but they were not permitted

to trade, which is the greateft mis-

fortune that could have befallen us

in this young fettlement, and which

I think at the fame time will be no
YtiiaU loft to. our mother country.

being thereby prevented from vend-

ing a very confiderable quantity of

its manufaAures.

"

Letters to the fame purport came
from all the colonies.

Extras of a Utterfrom Kingfton, in

Jmmaica, dated Jan. Z"], 1765.
" Kingfton, which ufed to be a

olace of great trade and hurry, is

become as ftill as a defart, fince we
were fo wife to banifti our beft friends

the Spaniards, and now the current

of that valuable commerce is turned

in favour of the French and Dutch*
who have made their ports free, and
taking the advantage of our mifcon-

duft, have promiled them fafety,

and fo deal with them for all the Eu-
ropean goods, upon the fame terms
the Engli/h did. Were I to depend
on the Tale of goods I had from yon,

I Ihould not oe able to remit the

money thefe two or three years."

Part of a letter from Jamaica to a
friend in London^ dated May iz,

I77S-
" We are in the moft deplorabl*

ftate ever known in this ifland : thai
channel through which all the money
we had came among us, is entirely

ftopped up ; and, what is moft afto-

nifhing, is, that this meafure Ihould
be taken with you, who receive fo

much benefit from the encourage*
mentofit."
The Continental Colonies were

exceedingly oftended. In feveral

places the inhabitants had meetings,
and they refolved, in refentment,

not to buy any cloathing they could

polTibly do without, that was not of
their own manufafturing. Several

aflbciations were formed, and it was
refolved, every where, to confume
as few Britilh manufadlures as poffi-

ble ; and to fet about manufadluring
feme articles themfelves, the mate-
rials of which tliey iiad in great

plenty qf their owa prodaftion.

Bofton^

i


