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N'AXCuUVKirS ISLAND.

l\iii;,''M CitlK'go, Loii'loii, l.Stli Ajiril, 1'^.'.V

SiK,— \\ liilc, I .-.iiicfiT'ly rcjiiico to liiid you a;:raiii ciidcavoMrincr to

l.riii'JT hi-fi)vv. tin; Cliiiroli llie .spiritual dcstitiiliori ul' tlu' West Coast ol"

J^ritisli iS'oril) Aiiii-'rica, I am most anxious that no errors should ap-
pear iu the st'itements made, or iiidiieements oH'cred by your corrc-
spoiiileuts wliether in re^p-et of the eharae^i-r and condition of tliu

))i-oph', or thi- position, production-^, and e:ip;d>ilities of the country;
and as. in the sln)rt notice <,Mvon in tins niontli's ChronicU; there are
errors which ap{)ear to me of sullicient imi)ortance to ju.-tify me iu

doing so, I venture to request permission to point out and correct
them.

Anil first, tlie hni'l)our of \'anconver is said to be the only safe one
on the coast. As tliat in use is at N'ietoria, and then* is no harbour
named Vancouver, this must pridjably be a nnspiint, but in any case it is

far from being the ordy one; for the shores of Vancouver's Island are
indented, as indeed is the whole coast, with sounds, gulfs, and bay.«i,

so numerous and so good as iuirbourage for shipping, that selection
witli our jn-esent ainuunt of knowdeilge is impossible, but that of
\'ictoria is not even among the b(;st, being scant of water and ditli-

eult of entrance. The indented character of tlit coast commences at

Juan de Fuea Strait, and extends north into the Russian territories, so

that probal)ly no simiUn- extent of coast can show so many and so good
harbours; but between Juan do Fuea Strait and St. Francisco, Call-

foriu !, there is no good harl)0ur.

^\'hal is caUed (^uct-ii Charlotte's Islan.l rr.ay now be considered as

a group of islands, none of which can have a considerable area, and the
production of any (piatuity f)f gold there is not to be expected from
washing, but v> hat ha.- Ijeen brought to this country and said to be of
average quality hns been found ri'-her than average specimens of
Australian or Califcinian gold. I think, also, that it is not likely, as

the islands are of a very irr.^gular and broken surface, that aurifei'tjiis

quartz in any large cpuuitities will be found. The true nniieral

-wealth of this coast and its islands will be found in coal, if not in

copper; the latter is probably abundant on the main land, when; gold
in (juantity is also most likely to be found, the hills in Queen
Cl.ai-lotte's Island l);'iii2- the ext-nsion of the coast line, which n'jain


