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iiiid <lio Tmkiiman coiiiitry nearly 180,000—tlipso lijjfiircs Iieiii;;', Iinwcvcr, in every

iiisf little lu'lter tiiim csliiniites, tir even ;;iu'8se3. Tlio only inliahited (ir fertile \mvi

(if Kliiva is tliat watered by tlie irrij,'atiiij^ canals alonn' the left iiank of the Oxus,

not far from where it falls into tlie Sea of Aral. It yields j^rain and fruit in

iiliundanee, and the jieojile ]ir()dnc'e consideralde (piantities of inferior silk frnni the

silkworms wiiicli are reared here in j^reat numbers. But the trade of the Kiianate is

iihnost entirely in the hands of the Russians, who have a llotilla on the Sea of Aral, and

have of late made eiVorts to make the Amu Darya, or Oxus, navi<,'able on to the borders

of Afghanistan.* The Uzbegs, Turkomans, Kirghiz, and Persians also earry on
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seme commeree by means of camel caravans, which cross the Stop))es to Orenburf^ and

Astrakhan, and to Krasnovodsk, on the Casjiian, where there is a Russian ])ort throu<;-b

wliicli jjfoods are introduced into the country. But in this wc have no share. Trade

witli Khiva is strictly confined to the subjects of the Czar, whose vassal the Khan

is, For the present ho still maintains a semblance of authority in the town of Khiva,

situated on one of the canals drawn from the O.xus, and which prior to the Russian

{'oncjuest was one of the most infamous of the Central Asian nests of the slave

triule. The <]frcatcr number of these captives were Persians, either taken in raids by the

Turkomans, or obtained directly by the robber clans of the Khiva sovereign. But

tlierc were also Russians and Russian subjects among those who had been kidnapped

on the shores of the Caspian. This circumstance first brought the Khan into collision

with the Czar's troops, and finally led to the invasion of lS7:i, which lost him

* AVood ; " Tho Shoros of Lake Aral,'' (1870); Morgan: Journal of the Itoyal Geographical Socicly,

Vul. Xl.VIII. (1878), p. 301, &C.
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