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78 Winchester's campaign.

had concealed themselves to avoid taking up
arms.

The British forces consist of regulars,

flankers, militia, Negroes^ and Indians. Agree-
ably to an act of their assembly in 1812, their

flankers are riflemen, volunteered or drafted

for the term of six months, and longer if not

then relieved. The militia cannot be called

into service for more than twenty days, un-

less their country is invaded. I heard of two
companies of Negroes^ runaways from Ken-
tucky, and other States, who are commanded
by white men. A great many of the Indians

are stationed near the lines, who can be called

to arms at a minute's warning.

11^^. After regaling ourselves on the plenty

of food and drink afforded us in the land of

liberty, we set our faces homewards. One
mile from Niagara Fort, we came to Salt Bat-

tery ; it was composed of barrels of salt and
dirt. From this they could play upon Fort

George. We proceeded up the river eight

miles to Lewistown, which is on the east bank
of Niagara Eiver, opposite Queenstown, and
contains only a few houses ; eight miles far-

ther, we came to Grand Niagara, a small vil-

lage on the east bank of Niagara River just

above the "falls, and nearly opposite Chippe-

way. Above the falls, in the middle of the

river, is an island about three hundred yards


