
wistinp; jnst |>ri<»r to tlio trcnty of IRIH arc sliown In Mio ff)n()W-

inX extract fntiii the first iiiiiiiial iiicssaf^c to con/jii'css hy I'l'csi-

dciit .lames K. I'olk:

" Bcvoiwl all (Hicstion the ])rot('ction of «»ur laws and our

jurisdiction, civil and criminal, onjilit to he immediately <'X-

ten<led over our citizens in Orepm. Tliey have had jr.st cause

!o complain of our lonjj: ncfjlect in this particular, and have in

ronse(pience heen compelled fur their own security and protec-

tion to ostahlish a provisional povernmeut for themselves.

Strong in their allegiance and ardent in their aita-hment to the

United Slates, they hav(^ heen thus cast upon their own re-

Hources. They are anxious that (»ur laws he ex^ende<l over

them, and I r(>commend that this h(^ done hy con{:;re!:*s with as

little delay as ])ossihle in Hie full extent to which the IJritish

j)arliament has proceeded in regard to liritish suhjects in tho

territory hy its act of .Inly '2, 1S21, 'for refiidatin;*: the fur
trade and estahlishiuju; a criminal and civil jurisdiction within
certain parts of North Auu-rica.' Jiy this act Gn'at Britain

extended her laws and jurisdiction, civil and criminal, over her
,'uhjects engaged in the fur trade in that territory. By it the

courts of the province of Ui)pcr Canada were empowered to

take cognizance of causes civil and criminal. Justices of the

l)eace and other jiulicial ofticers were authorized to hv ap'pointed

in Oregon with power to (>xecuto all process issuing from tho

courts of that province, and to * sit and hold courts of record

for the trial of criminal oifenses and misdenu^anors ' not nuulo

the suhject of ca])ital punishment, and also of civil cases where
the cause of action shall not ' ex(!eed in value the amount or

sum of £200.'

" Subsequent to the date of this act of parliament a grant
was made from the ' British crown ' to the Iludson'sliay i\nn-

])any of the exclusive trade with the Indian tribes in tlie Ore-
gon territory, subject to a reservation that it shall not operate

to the exclusion ' of tho 8ubj(>cts of any foreign states who,
under or by force of any convention for tho time being between
us and such foreign states respectively, may be entitled to ami
shall be engaged in the safd trade.' It is much to be regretted

that while under this act British subjects have enjoyed tho

protection of British laws and British judicial tribunals

throughout the whole of Oregon, American citizens in the same
territory have enjoyed no sucli protection from their govern-

ment. At the same time, the result illustrates the character
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