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tithes alone *, as well as the equalization,

or an approach to an equalization of differ-

ent

* The mpft plaufible ol>je£iion I have ever heard mad?

to tithes, is, " that they are a difcouragement to the

improvement of land by new and expenfive modes of

culture." In anfwer to this obje£lion we may make

the follovi^ing obfervations.

In the firfl place, a great part of the land of England

is already in a high ftate o. cultivation and needs no

fuch expenfive improvement. To all fuch lands there-

fore the objection does not apply.

Secondly, when \yafte land is taken-in and inclofed,

or when common-field land is inclofed and improved,

the nine tenths of the new produce of the land after

its improvement, which will belong to the improver of

it, would, for the moft part, be a fufficient inducement

to him to undertake the improvement of it, if the par-

fon fliould be fo greedy of gain as to infift upon having

the whole of the • remaining tenth part of it paid to

him.

But, thirdly, there is not one clergyman in twenty

who receives, or claims, the full tithe of the land al-

ready cultivated in his parifh : and there are ftill fewer

that would claim the full tenth of the produce of any

•wafle land newly brought into cultivation at a confi-

derabie expence, or that would refufe to make an

agreement with the owner, or improver, of fuch land

jto take a yery moderate fum every year during his con-

tinuance


