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yourself, with all your garrison, stores, etc. F'or, if I am
obliged to storm, you may depend on such treatment as is

justly due to a murderer, lieware of destroying stores of any
kind or any papers or letters that are in your possession, or

hurting one house in town ; for, by heavens ! if you do, there

shall be no mercy shown you.

"(Signed) G. R. CLARK.'

The British commandant immediately returned the following

answer :
—

"Lieutenant-governor Hamilton begs leave to acquaint

Colonel Clark that he and his garrison are not disposed to

be awed into any action unworthy British subjects."

"The firing then," says Clark, "commenced warmly for ,i

considerable time ; and we were obliged to be careful in pre-

venting our men from exposing themselves too much, as they

were now much animated, having been refreshed during the

flag. They frequently mentioned their wishes to storm the

place, and put an end to the business at once. . . . The firing

was heavy through every crack that could be discovered in

any part of the fort. Several of the garrison got woi.ndtd.

and no possibility of standing near the embrasures. Toward
the evening a flag appeared with the following proposals :

—
"'Lieutenant-governor Hamilton proposes to Colonel Clark

a truce for three days, during which time he promises there

shall be no defensive works carried on in the garrison, on con-

dition that Colonel Clark shall observe, on his part, a like

cessation of any defensive work,— that is, he wishes to confer

with Colonel Clark as soon as can be, and promises that what
ever may pass between them two and another person mutuall\

agreed upon to be present shall remain secret till matters be

finished, as he wishes that, whatever the result of the confer

ence may be, it may tend to the honor and credit of each part\

.

If Colonel Clark makes a difficulty of coming into the fort.

Lieutenant-governor Hamilton will speak to him by the gate.

"
' (Signed)

"'24TH Fehruarv, 1779.'

HEXRY HAMILTON

" I was at a great loss to conceive what reason Lieutenant

governor Hamilton could have for wishing a truce of three

days on such terms as he proposed. Numbers said it was a


