
quostionw of tiguros jiml tinaiu'ial statemenlH interesting to a

general audience, even thougli youi- expei'ienee for so manj'

3'ears as a prominent n\enil)er of the bar has given you a facility

of expression which I do not pretend to have or ever can acquii'c,

hut. Si]'. 1 can ahsui-e you and this House that so far as I am
iihle. my statements shall he clear, concise and I'eliahle, and will>

I hope, place matters in their true light before this House and

the country. (Cheers.)

I hold, Ml'. Speakei', that on an occasion of this kind it is

my duty to explain things Just as they are, to sliow tlio dark side

of the picture as well as the bright side. We must tind out tlio

miture and extent of a disease in order to be able to apply the

]>roper remedy, ami aUhoiigh it may not be pleasant at all times

to i-efer to disagreeable matters, still I take it this Jlouse wants

the true position of atfaii's to be given, und this 1 will attempt to

do.

THE PEOPLE AND TAXATION.

There is no disguising the fact that our Province, financially,

is not what we would all like it to be. That we need the closest

attention to our tinances in order that they nuiy bo ke[)t at all

what the}' ought to be, is evident to evciy one. Our revenue, to

say the least, is not increasing much, and in some branches,

must, in the nature of things and fi-om cii-cumsiances which are

lieyond our control, be seriously lessened before long. The state

of pidilic o|iinion in this Pi-ovince is such that it is almost impos-

sible lo collect what is honestly due the (."rown, from the fact

thai a great part of our |»eoplc have not been accustomed to con-

tribute towards (Jovernment expenditure, but, on the contrary,

have been accustomed to i-ely upon the Government for assistance

for purely local objects, which should have been found from local

sources. On the otlu'r haml, it requires almost superhuman

etlbrts to keep the exj>enditure for so culled public purposes within

proper bounds, ami the fact is })atent that all governments are

expending more largely Irom year to year, I do not say in all

cases unduly or impro|>ei'ly, but the business of most countries

is increasing rapidly, and requires more supervision and more


