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each man is a remarkable record of their enerffy, activity and
earnestness. Anyone acq linted with the heavy hardwood
timber of the virgin forest alouej the banks of the 8t. Lawrence
will say there were few idle moments for those able to work. It

must be borne in mind that an axe of a very clumsy pattern, and
often of very poor material, was the principal implement, and
that tho rolling together of the timber, or logging, was done in

most caiucs without the aid of horses. But these settlers were
once farmers on the banks of the Mohawk, and had laid down
the axe and the reaping hook of the husbandman for the sword
and the musket of the soldier. They now returned to their

former occupations, to lay the foundation of an empire north of

the St. Lawrence as readily as they tried to preserve for the king
those more populous portions south of that river.

To depict the home life of these people is not necessary. It was
exceedingly simple—from necessity; and if they were not always
comfortable they were happy, and were cheered by the prospect

that their industry would in time bring them consolation. The
same story of conquering the forest may be told of every U. E.

Loyalist settlement in Canada. In the whole history of the

colonization of a country can anything be more sublime than the

soldier-farmers winning homes for themselves against the giants

of the forest and the rigorousness of a severe climate ? The
thought that should till each breast with pride at this time is

that our ancestors accomplished this .vith a cheerfulness and
enthusiasm that should be the guiding light—the inspiration

of the people of Canada for all time.

Active as they wer^ in the duties and labors of their new
homes they were not less interested in the affairs of the common-
weal. In 1774 the British Parliament passed the Quebec Act.

This was specially framed to suit the inhabitants of French
origin in the newly-acquired colony of Canada. When the
Loyalists settled in Canada in 1784 the authority for the
government of the new subjects was vested in this Act.

As the Act had been intended only for the French, it was partly

inoperative with respect to the Loyalists along the St. Lawrence
The law was administered by military of^.cers and was a kind of
military rule from which all the harshness, usually implied there-

by, was excluded. The executive officer of the county of Dundas
was Captain Richard Duncan, a Scotchman, who before the war
was for five years an ensign in the 55th Regiment. His home
was at Mariatown, now a small collection of houses about a mile

west of the present village of Morrisburg. It was founded by
Capt. Duncan and named in honor of his daughter, Maria, who
was said to be the most beautiful woman in the new settlement.

From all that I can learn of Judge Duncan, as he was called, he
was a kind-hearted and generous man, who dealt out the law of
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